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Visioning Homily 4        January 27 and 28, 2018 
“Discipleship”          Rev. Thomas J. Rozman, Saint Joseph Parish 

We all know what a cellphone is, right?  It is that extra “appendage” that so many have these 
days to be connected.  And you can connect to just about anything.  But when you misplace that 
device, the world stops until you find it again. 

This weekend I want to talk about our connection with the Lord Jesus, a connection that is 
called “discipleship.”  We hear that word, "disciple," often in the New Testament, especially in the 
Gospels, but do we ever consider ourselves a "disciple?"  The truth is, we are all disciples of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 But first, let me take you back to something that I quoted in a previous visioning homily, 
something that is really true when it comes to our connection with God.  It was best said by Saint 
Augustine, and we find this statement in his autobiography, The Confessions:  “You have made us 
for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.”  Just think about that for 
a moment.  Our hearts are restless until they rest in the Lord.  There is a dis-connect in our lives until 
we have that meaningful awareness in our hearts about that connection, that personal relationship 
with Jesus.  I am a fellow believer.  I believe with all my heart, mind and soul that Jesus truly is the 
Son of God, our Savior.  I am a fellow disciple.  And so, I want to share what it means to me 
personally to be a disciple, about how I find that connection with the Lord who has called me on a 
discipleship journey. 
 That word – disciple.  What does it mean? 
 In Latin, the word is “discipulus,” the root of our English word, "disciple."  But let’s go even one 
level back, because the New Testament was written in Greek.  The Greek term, "mathetes" refers 
generally to any “student,” or “apprentice,” of a “teacher.  In the ancient world, the disciple, like an 
apprentice, devoted him or herself to the teacher, and did everything that they could to learn from the 
teacher. 
 And so, as a disciple, we have been called to be devoted followers of our great teacher, Jesus.  
We disciples seek to become more like our great teacher. 
 Our discipleship journey began when we became part of the Body of Christ in Baptism.  Our 
Baptism is not just a ceremony, or an event in our lives.  Allen Hunt, a writer associated with Dynamic 
Catholic, says that Baptism is a defining moment of divine transformation, an eternally defining 
moment.  Baptism begins that journey which brings us into a close and loving friendship with the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  A friendship that Jesus wants to be very personal.  He even said, "I am the vine, you 
are the branches." (John 15:5)  Our Parish Transformation Process is looking to assist us in this 
personal encounter, in our connection to the Lord Jesus.  In my own discipleship journey, I have been 
blessed many times with Jesus making His presence known in my life, assuring me that the journey 
continues, that the connection will never end, and that I still have much to learn.  And, it is really 
awesome that Jesus is always there.   
 And so, what does this discipleship journey look like?  What can we do to stay connected to 
the Lord Jesus?  I’m going to be featuring particular thoughts in the “Parish Transformation Section” 
of the bulletin over the course of the next few weeks, and if you pick up a copy of this homily after 
Mass at the Parish Transformation table, it contains the full list.  Here is the general overview:  A 
disciple is one who seeks to have a personal and daily relationship with the Lord Jesus, through 
Scripture, through learning more about our Catholic theology, through prayer and the sacraments, 
especially the Eucharist and Confession.  A disciple is willing to share his or her faith, and a disciple 
is also on the lookout for others whose hearts are restless until they find the Lord, until they connect 
with Him.  

I ask you to give those thoughts some attention in your spiritual life.  Here are a few ideas.  A 
disciple: 

 has a personal relationship with Jesus 
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 can and does share faith with others 

 is open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

 has knowledge and love of the Scriptures and our Catholic theology 

 has a daily prayer life 

 Feels that they are part of the Christian community, especially at the parish level 

 has a commitment to, in fact never misses, Sunday Eucharist 

 celebrates the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 can pray with and for others, and wants to serve in ministry to others 

Does this seem like a lot?  Well, remember:  Jesus called people right where they were in life.  
It was not His goal to call the perfect, or the brightest, or the most qualified.  But He did call the 
willing.  He does not expect us to travel the discipleship journey alone, for He did something 
incredible.  He sent us the gift of the Holy Spirit so that you and I could learn from Him personally, so 
that we could become like Him more and more every day. 

One way to enter more fully into the discipleship journey is by reading the Gospels.  This year 
we will hear a lot from the Gospel of Mark.  Start there.  One chapter a day.  Immerse yourself in His 
life and teaching.  Ask the Holy Spirit to counsel you, to help you be more like Jesus.  Maybe it is time 
for you to consider attending ALPHA, which will start here again soon.  ALPHA will help you begin a 
discipleship journey, or re-energize a lukewarm discipleship, or help you establish a personal, daily 
relationship with Jesus.  Maybe you know someone you could invite to ALPHA:  someone who is 
struggling in life, or are disillusioned with the Church, questioning their faith, or are searching.  And, if 
you are on fire with love for Christ and want to help with ALPHA, perhaps that is what the Lord is 
calling you to do:  to help Jesus make other disciples.  We have the ALPHA brochures in the pews 
and at the table in the Narthex. 

Our faith demands a response from us, and that response cannot be lukewarm.  It must be 
consistent.  For me, there is something missing from my day if I don’t spend quiet time in prayer, 
either here in the Church, or in the chapel in the rectory, getting to know Jesus more each day, to 
listen to Him.  Many people take advantage of quiet time in this Church throughout the day.  The fruit 
of that prayer time makes me ask the question, "What would Jesus do, and what would Jesus want 
me to do, in the situations of my life?" 

There is one more thing that I want to say about being a disciple of Jesus, and this comes 
directly from His mouth.  We find this in the 9th chapter of Saint Luke's Gospel:  "If anyone wishes to 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily, and follow me."   

Yes, the cross is part of the discipleship journey, of following in Jesus' footsteps, of becoming 
more like Him.  We learn through suffering.  We grow when we accept our suffering in faith.  It can 
make us a better person, a more engaged disciple, and when we witness to the grace that God gives 
us in our crosses, we can help another know of God’s presence, especially in his or her sufferings. 

And this is where the Eucharist comes in, and why it is so important for us to receive this 
spiritual nourishment every week. 

We Christians, we followers and disciples of Jesus, have been chosen by God, for God’s 
purposes.  It is not a reward.  It is a gift.  The disciple realizes that the primary question of life is not, 
"What do I want?" but rather, "What does God want?"  

Those first disciples did not become like their master in an instant.  They walked with him for 
years, each day becoming a little more like the one they followed, like the one who chose them.  
Jesus is still calling disciples – unlikely disciples - like you and like me.  He really desires that deep 
and loving connection.  He will give us the grace to be more and more like Him each day.  Our hearts 
are restless until they rest in the Lord.  How are you responding to the invitation when Jesus says, 
"Come, follow me"? 

 


