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 By this time of year football season is in full swing.  There are some people who 
will do anything for their favorite team.  Did you hear the story this week of the 
overbooked flight going to South Bend?  The airline started offering vouchers for seats 
on other flights, but those flights would not get those fans to the stadium in time for the 
opening of the game.  No one was budging.  The voucher amount kept going up, and 
up, and up.  Still, no one was budging.  Finally, a woman who was going along just 
because the rest of her family really wanted to be at that game offered up her seat.  
And what was the final price:  $4,000!  Those were some hard core fans on that 
airplane. 

 I heard Jeff Cavins, famous for the Great Adventure Bible Study, on Holy Family 
Radio one day.  He said something that really caught my attention, something that 
speaks to this idea of Personal Transformation.  He said, “Jesus does not need fans.  
Jesus wants followers.”  How true, when it comes to our spiritual lives. 

If someone were to ask you, “How do you really know Jesus?”, how would you 
answer that?  How would you describe Jesus to someone who knows nothing about 
Him, or is looking for you to convince them of who this Jesus is?  Do you consider 
yourself a follower, a disciple?  Do you believe that the Jesus of the Gospel has a life-
changing message for you?  What is that message?  How have you experienced that?  
Do you take this message to heart, or for granted?  How do you react to what we hear 
in the Gospel today, where Jesus tells us that we must forgive?  When Peter 
mentioned forgiving another person 7 times, he thought that he was being very 
generous.  Boy, was he in for a surprise!  The way Jesus puts it, using that number 7 in 
a clever way is: There can be NO limits to the willingness to forgive.  This is how we 
“live for the Lord” as Saint Paul urges us in the second reading today. 

Pope Francis’ first encyclical is entitled “The Joy of the Gospel.”  In it, Pope 
Francis quotes his predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI.  In fact, Pope Francis says that 
this particular quote takes us to the very heart of the Gospel:  This is what Pope 
Benedict says:  “Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, 
but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a 
decisive direction.”  An encounter ….   With a PERSON. 

 In our Parish Transformation Process, an invitation is being extended to every 
one of us.  That invitation is to encounter Jesus.  And this is not just to know about 
Him.  This invitation is come to know Him.  Today begins our second set of Visioning 
Homilies as we continue this process.  We are all invited to reflect on what a 
PERSONAL relationship with the Lord means in our lives, and allowing what Jesus 
taught to become alive within us, because of this PERSONAL relationship we have 
with Him. 

 Who is Jesus?  This is the invitation.  Once again, listen to these words of Saint 
Augustine, found in his autobiography, “The Confessions”:  You have made us for 
yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.” 



 Do you know the story of Saint Augustine?  Here is the Cliff Notes version of his 
life:  He was born in the year 354 in northern Africa.  His father was a pagan, his 
mother was Christian.  His parents wanted him to receive a good education, which he 
did.  But he also led a life that focused more on wine, women and song for a while.  He 
eventually landed in Milan, Italy, and under the influence of that city’s Bishop, Saint 
Ambrose, Augustine embraced Christianity and became one of the greatest teachers 
of the Christian faith. 

 Saint Augustine admits to how God kept nudging him.  His mother, Saint Monica, 
spent many hours of prayer on her knees for her wayward son.  Saint Monica is an 
inspiration for any parent.  And her prayers worked.  I think that Augustine responded 
as he did because AS he was looking for that something to solve the problems and the 
crises in his life, he realized that he had to stop looking for some THING and start 
looking for some ONE:  Jesus the Savior.  And so, I invite all of us to pause, to take a 
little time, and consider the invitation that God is giving us:  to rediscover Jesus and 
His message.    

 Today’s Gospel is telling me that if I am to be a follower and not just a fan of 
Jesus, I must do a better job with forgiveness and reconciliation. 

 This set of Visioning Homilies is designed to include fellow parishioners who are 
taking the brave step to stand at this pulpit and share with you – to witness to their 
personal relationship with Jesus.  Our witness today is Tony Devlin, and as Tony 
makes his way to the pulpit, please join me in prayer.  Please bow your heads. 

PRAYER:  Jesus, open our hearts and our minds so that we can get to know you 
as you really are, not as simply a choice or an idea, but as a person.  As we continue 
our process of Parish Transformation, help every one of us in our own processes of 
Personal Transformation.  As we welcome Tony Devlin today, bless us with his words 
of witness.  May his words touch our hearts as we all seek to come to that deeper 
relationship with you, as we all seek to become the best version of ourselves. 

 


