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Isaiah:  My thoughts are not your thoughts.   Philippians:  For me to live is Christ.   Matthew:  Are you envious because I am generous? 

After waiting more than an hour and a half for her date, Melissa 
decided she had been stood up. She changed from her best dinner dress 
into her pajamas and slippers, fixed herself a snack, and resigned herself to 
an evening of television. 

No sooner had she flopped down in front of the TV than her doorbell 
rang. There stood her date. 

He took one look at her and gasped, "I'm two hours late ... and you're 
still not ready?" 

Today we hear Jesus telling a story about day laborers, and it involves 
some laborers who started very early, others later, and others, very, very 
late.  Day laborers were very common back then, as hope-filled workers 
would go from farm to farm, from vineyard to vineyard, looking for work.  
This parable has a startling and unexpected ending, because we hear that 
no matter when the laborer punched in on the time clock that day, everyone 
received the very same amount of pay at the end of the day. 

I get it, that those laborers who started early, who probably had a full 
12 hour day behind them, get upset that the last to arrive also received a 
full day’s pay. It is unusual behavior on the part of the employer.  But the 
patient answer he gives says quite a lot about him.  Here are 3 reasons that 
the landowner gives for his unusually generous behavior.  

1. First, no one has been wronged, because he did pay the wage 
that all agreed upon from the outset. 

2. Secondly, he is free to do as he wishes with his money. 
3. Thirdly, he can be generous and give a full day’s pay to the late 

arrivals, so that they do not have to go back home hungry, and so 
that their families will also have something to eat.  He did more 
than simple fairness demands.   

This landowner symbolizes God.  As Isaiah reminds us today, God’s 
thoughts are not always our thoughts, God’s ways are not always our ways.  
We should not begrudge God because of His generosity. 

In this parable, Jesus wants us to realize that life is like that long 
workday.  Right from the start, some people are really attentive to their faith.  
They try to be as engaged as possible, living out the laws and teachings of 
their Christian faith all the time.  Others come to practice their faith 
gradually, and some, only later in life.  There are many 11th hour laborers 



who find their way to God after many wrong turns and selfish priorities.  God 
is always on the lookout, especially for those 11th hour laborers. 

In this parable, which directs us to think about the eternal rewards 
given at the end of time in the Kingdom of Heaven, God wants to offer that 
full reward, no matter when a person starts out and embraces the faith 
journey.  The point is that the person has responded to God’s invitation 
to enter onto the journey with Him.  God’s grace is something that we 
cannot earn on our own.  It is a gift.  It is unearned, simply because God is 
good.  God is good.  That should not annoy anyone, because we are all in 
need of God’s grace, whether we are the early bird or the late comer.  In 
fact, we should be simply grateful that God has called us into His vineyard, 
to a meaningful relationship with him, especially if we identify with those 
early workers.  And, we should be happy when someone else finally wakes 
up to God’s grace.  The landowner’s generous end-of-day payment shows 
us that God is unbelievably kind with the gift of grace.  Grace is nothing that 
we ever deserve, even though we may try to always do the right thing.  
God’s grace is never earned.  It is always a free gift.  And like that 
landowner, God is always out looking for those who are not yet on the 
wonderful path of living fully their life of faith.  God is always inviting us to 
respond. 

Today’s Gospel speaks of the outrageous generosity that God has for 
every one of us.  Our God is generous in all ways, in all things, according to 
His ways, and not ours.  And for that, we should always be grateful. 

As we continue with this set of visioning homilies, as we focus on our 
own personal transformation process, I have asked another member of our 
Parish Transformation Team to give witness to how God has worked in her 
life.  Michele Serafin. 

As Michele makes her way to the pulpit, I ask you to bow your heads 
and join with me in prayer. 

PRAYER:  Jesus, help us to realize how your grace is always there for 
us.  As we continue our process of Parish Transformation, help every one of 
us in our own process of Personal Transformation.  As we welcome Michele 
today, bless us with her words of witness.  May her words touch our hearts 
as we all seek to come to that deeper relationship with you, as we all realize 
how grateful we should be for your many gifts of grace. 


