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Deacon Jack Paruso              September 29/October 1, 2017 

Did you ever reflect or look back on experiences or events and discovered how 
Jesus was working in your life without you knowing or recognizing it? Well I have 
and that led me into a personal relationship with Him. I wasn’t knocked off a horse 
like Saint Paul, or have a 4th hour experience like Tony Devlin or an RCIA experience 
like Michelle Serafin, both which I think are great.   Mine was gradual events over 
a period of time. 

Looking back, it may have started when I was a senior in high school and my pastor 
asked me if I would be an usher at the Sunday mass, so I said “yes”. Thought that 
was kind of cool. I was already wearing a suit and tie and shined shoes. That’s what 
was worn for Sunday mass in those days. Besides mass and CCD, this was the first 
and only involvement I had in the parish. 

I had one year of college at Penn State undergraduate center at du bois, and then I 
was drafted into the army. My unit was scheduled to go to Korea and we had a stop 
in Hawaii. The regiment stationed there was due to go home, so we were kept 
there. My company commander interviewed me, he was from emporium, about 
forty some miles from my hometown of Brockway. He needed cooks and truck 
drivers. I wasn’t interested in either. He asked would you like to be the chaplain’s 
assistant and I said “yes”. I worked with a fine priest, Major Father Boyle who 
trained me to be an altar boy and had me talk with some younger soldiers who had 
problems or issues, served at mass every Sunday in the chapel, and did not have to 
perform any other duties, like KP or field exercises. 

I was discharged after almost 2 years as a chaplain’s assistant. The first Sunday at 
home my pastor asked me what I was going to do. Go back to Penn State, I said. No 
you’re not, he said. Have you heard of Gannon College, an all-boys catholic school 
in Erie? He said, “I want you to check it out”, so I said “yes”. I did, liked it, enrolled 
and completed my last three years there. Up until then, I was a practicing Catholic, 
but evidently needed more.   It was during my college years that I came into a 
personal relationship with Jesus.  

My spiritual director and confessor, Father Peterson, took me under his wing. He 
asked me if I would be interested in helping to start a catholic fraternity, called the 
Saint Thomas more club, I said “yes”. We sponsored spiritual and social activities, 
went to catholic orphanages once a month to spend time with the boys, and I 
served many Sunday masses with Father Peterson at the county prison. Mass was 
celebrated in the men’s bathroom. Our club drove to the Trappist monastery in 
Gesthsemane, Kentucky every spring and fall of the year for retreats. The silent 
retreats and prayer, also led me into a further personal relationship with Jesus. The 
catholic education I was receiving was also changing my life. I have always looked 
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upon my college years as being a blessing in my life. And it was during that time I 
met Marlane and we were married after graduation. 

After working in the private sector as a personnel administrator and also at the 
state, my pastor here, Father Hribick, asked me to check out the permanent 
deaconate program and I said “yes”. I enrolled in the second class and was ordained 
in 1983. I have served here at saint joseph parish ever since, which I love doing. 

Little did I realize Jesus was working in my life with every “yes” I said. I wasn’t 
looking for Him; He was looking for me. My relationship with Jesus led to where I 
am and my spiritual life continues to be a work in progress.  He’s still working on 
me.  At baptism, we are called to witness our faith. No doubt, you have a story to 
tell about your relationship with Jesus. I encourage you to tell your story.   My 
saying “yes” helped me come into a personal relationship with Jesus.  I encourage 
you to say “yes” to one or more of the needs and opportunities here at saint joseph.  
Put your gifts and talents to work, so you can become engaged in the parish 
transformation program.  If I can be of any help to you, all you have to do is ask. I’ll 
be in the narthex.  I’m here to serve you!  Thank you for listening.   


