
THE SAINT JOSEPH ROSARY 

This devotion, which uses the regular beads of the Marian Rosary, but substitutes various 

prayers and mysteries to honor the foster-father of Jesus, has grown to help draw us closer to 

our beloved Saint Joseph, Patron of the Universal Church. 

 

All begin with the SIGN OF THE CROSS. 

 

On the Crucifix 

ALL:  O Lord, in order to honor Saint Joseph as he deserves, Thou hast taken him to 

Heaven to Crown him with glory, thus signifying to the world, both visible and invisible, 

that Thou hast made Joseph Thy foster-father, the supreme steward of all Thy 

possessions. 

 

After saying the above prayer, skip to the large bead.   

LEADER:  We beseech Thee, O Lord, that we may find aid in the merits of the Spouse of Thy 

Most Holy Mother 

All:  so that what we cannot obtain by ourselves may be given us through his intercession, 

who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

We now meditate on the following Mysteries in the life of Saint Joseph: 

LEADER:  The First Mystery:  The Betrothal to Mary 

LEADER:  “Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was 

betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found with child through the Holy 

Spirit.”  (Mt. 1:18) 

 

On each of the small beads, the following is said: 

LEADER:  Hail Joseph, Son of David, thou whose holiness surpasses that of all Angels 

and Saints, blessed art thou amongst men, thou who wert chosen to be the Spouse of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary of whom was born Jesus. 

ALL:   Glorious Saint Joseph, now reigning in Heaven, protector of the Universal 

Church, pray for us poor sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 

After the 10th bead all pray:  Glory be…. 

On the large bead:   

LEADER:  We beseech Thee, O Lord, that we may find aid in the merits of the Spouse of Thy 

Most Holy Mother 

All:  so that what we cannot obtain by ourselves may be given us through his intercession, 

who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

The Second Mystery:  The Annunciation to Joseph 



LEADER: “Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to 

shame, decided to divorce her quietly.  Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

your wife into your home.  For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in 

her.  She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from 

their sins.” (Mt. 1:19-21) 

 

On each of the small beads, the following is said: 

LEADER:  Hail Joseph, Son of David, thou whose holiness surpasses that of all Angels 

and Saints, blessed art thou amongst men, thou who wert chosen to be the Spouse of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary of whom was born Jesus. 

ALL:   Glorious Saint Joseph, now reigning in Heaven, protector of the Universal 

Church, pray for us poor sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 

After the 10th bead all pray:  Glory be…. 

On the large bead: 

LEADER:  We beseech Thee, O Lord, that we may find aid in the merits of the Spouse of Thy 

Most Holy Mother 

All:  so that what we cannot obtain by ourselves may be given us through his intercession, 

who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

The Third Mystery:  The Birth and Naming of Jesus 

LEADER:  “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘Behold, 

the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,’ which means 

“God is with us.”  When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him 

and took his wife into his home.  He had no relations with her until she bore a son, and he 

named him Jesus.”  (Mt. 1:22-25) 

 

On each of the small beads, the following is said: 

LEADER:  Hail Joseph, Son of David, thou whose holiness surpasses that of all Angels 

and Saints, blessed art thou amongst men, thou who wert chosen to be the Spouse of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary of whom was born Jesus. 

ALL:   Glorious Saint Joseph, now reigning in Heaven, protector of the Universal 

Church, pray for us poor sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 

After the 10th bead all pray:  Glory be…. 

On the large bead: 

LEADER:  We beseech Thee, O Lord, that we may find aid in the merits of the Spouse of Thy 

Most Holy Mother 



All:  so that what we cannot obtain by ourselves may be given us through his intercession, 

who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

The Fourth Mystery:  The Flight into Egypt.  

LEADER:  “When they had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, ‘Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell 

you. Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him.’  Joseph rose and took the child and 

his mother by night and departed for Egypt.  He stayed there until the death of Herod, that what 

the Lord had said through the prophet might be fulfilled, ‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’ ”  (Mt 

2:13-15) 

 

On each of the small beads, the following is said: 

LEADER:  Hail Joseph, Son of David, thou whose holiness surpasses that of all Angels 

and Saints, blessed art thou amongst men, thou who wert chosen to be the Spouse of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary of whom was born Jesus. 

ALL:   Glorious Saint Joseph, now reigning in Heaven, protector of the Universal 

Church, pray for us poor sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 

After the 10th bead all pray:  Glory be…. 

On the large bead: 

LEADER:  We beseech Thee, O Lord, that we may find aid in the merits of the Spouse of Thy 

Most Holy Mother 

All:  so that what we cannot obtain by ourselves may be given us through his intercession, 

who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

The Fifth Mystery:  The Hidden Life at Nazareth 

LEADER:   “He went and dwelt in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 

through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazorean.”  ….He went down 

with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things 

in her heart.  And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor before God and man.”  (Mt 

2:23; Lk 2:51-52). 

 

On each of the small beads, the following is said: 

LEADER:  Hail Joseph, Son of David, thou whose holiness surpasses that of all Angels 

and Saints, blessed art thou amongst men, thou who wert chosen to be the Spouse of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary of whom was born Jesus. 

ALL:   Glorious Saint Joseph, now reigning in Heaven, protector of the Universal 

Church, pray for us poor sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 



 

After the 10th bead all pray:  Glory be…. 

On the large bead: 

LEADER:  We beseech Thee, O Lord, that we may find aid in the merits of the Spouse of Thy 

Most Holy Mother 

All:  so that what we cannot obtain by ourselves may be given us through his intercession, 

who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Other mysteries that can be substituted for these mysteries are the “Finding of Jesus in the 

Temple,” the “Death of St. Joseph” and the “Coronation of St. Joseph in Heaven.” 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYERS 

 

LEADER:  Behold, a faithful and prudent steward, 

ALL:  Whom the Lord set over his household.               cf. Lk. 12:42 
 

LEADER:  Let us pray: 

 

ALL:  Grant, we pray, almighty God, that by Saint Joseph’s intercession your Church 

may constantly watch over the unfolding of the mysteries of human salvation, whose 

beginnings you entrusted to his faithful care.  Through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Our Father…. 

 Hail Mary….. 

  Glory be…. 

 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  To you God 

entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust.  Blessed Joseph, to us too, show 

yourself a father and guide us in the path of life.   Obtain for us grace, mercy, and 

courage, and defend us from every evil. Amen.  

 

End with the SIGN OF THE CROSS. 

 


