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Tuesday,  8 am: Nativity
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Thurs,       NO Mass
Friday,  8 am: Nativity
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Flocknotes, Facebook, Twitter
& MarysChurches.com

27528 Patrick St., Madison Lake MN  56063
facebook.com/maryschurches

200 Main Street, Cleveland MN 56017
www.maryschurches.com

January 8th & 9th,   2022

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
The 2022 off ertory envelopes are now in the 
main entrance  of the church for pick up.  If 
yours are not there and you use and need 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION AVAILABLE
We would  like to invite all Parishioners to an 
Adult Faith Formation Series.  Please come and 
learn more about our wonderful Catholic faith. 
The sessions will be held at St. Mary’s Church in 
Le Center at 6:30 p.m. on January 19th, February 
2nd and March 16th.  The topics to be discussed 
will be the gifts of Faith, Hope and Charity. 

Who is Jesus Christ?
December 29, 2021  •   LPi
For Sunday, January 9, 2022
The Baptism of the Lord
 
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 or Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Acts 10:34-38 or Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

It is a question people asked as they witnessed Him 
preach, heal the sick, and work other wonders. It is a 

question people have asked through the centuries as 
they studied the gospels and tried to pattern their lives 
on his example of self-giving love. If we are to be His 
followers and pass on the good news to the next gen-
eration of believers, it is a question we must constantly 
ask ourselves.

Today’s feast of the Baptism of the Lord and, in particu-
lar, the beautiful reading from the gospel of Saint Luke 
teach us that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God.
First, Jesus is the Messiah. The words “Messiah” and 
“Christ” both mean “Anointed One.” Throughout their 
history, the people of Israel have awaited the one 
anointed by God to lead them to freedom. This anoint-
ing meant that the Messiah would save them not by 
his own power, but by the power of God.

At His baptism, the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus in the 
form of a dove. The Heavenly Father was anointing Jesus 
with power to preach the good news, to give sight to the 
blind, and to bring freedom to captives. Jesus received 
this anointing to make it clear that he is the Messiah.

What does that mean for us today? It means that we 
have no other Savior than Jesus Christ. If we are to fi nd 
true and lasting freedom, it is only through Him. If we 
are to experience true and lasting justice and peace 
it can only be through Jesus Christ. As Saint Peter 
declares on Pentecost Day in the Acts of the Apostles, 
“No other name is given to us in heaven or on earth by 
which we are to be saved.”  This means that in every-
thing we do, whether as individuals, as a Church or as 
a nation, we must look to Jesus if we are to fi nd the jus-
tice, truth, freedom, and peace our hearts yearn for.

Secondly, Jesus is the Son of God. After the Holy Spirit 
descends on Jesus, God’s voice from heaven is heard, 
“You are my beloved Son.”
When we call Jesus, “Son of God”, we are not saying 
that He is like God, or that He is very close to God. 
Rather, we are saying that Jesus IS God. As we say in 
the Creed, He is God from God, Light from Light, True 
God from True God. Whatever we can say about God, 
we can say about Jesus. He is eternal. There has never 
been a time when He has not existed. He is All-Power-
ful. There is nothing He cannot do. And He is All-Know-
ing. He knows the future and knows our hearts. There 
is no limit to his power.

For this reason, we do not only revere Jesus as a great 
man, but we worship Him as our God. We bow our 
heads when we hear His name. We kneel when He 
appears before us in the Eucharist. We pray to Him, 
entrust our needs to Him, and praise Him.

Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Son of God. We look 
to Him to save us and we worship him as Almighty 
God. Just as John the Baptist pointed to Him, so we 
must point Him out to others as the only Savior of the 
World. Just as John the Baptist led others to Him, we 
are to lead our family and friends to recognize Him 
as the Messiah our hearts long for. Just as God from 
heaven declared that He is the beloved Son, so we are 
to declare to others that Jesus is the God we should 
follow and obey.                     

Douglas Sousa
https://4lpi.com/blog/baptism-of-jesus-christ-messiah-
and-son-of-god/

CHURCH CALENDARS
Please feel free to pick up your 2022 calendar, they 
are located in the main entrance of the Church.  



        JANUARY 9TH, 2022 -  THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Weekend Collections ~ January 1st & 2nd
Marysburg:
 Weekly Off ering     $ 11, 310.00
Plate:                     $          67.00
Total:      $ 11, 377.00                    

Cleveland:
Weekly Off ering      $ 1, 757.88
Plate:      $     185.00
Total:      $ 1, 942.88

“Jesus does not want to come merely in the little 
things of our lives, but also in our own littleness: in 
our experience of feeling weak, frail, inadequate, 
perhaps even “messed up”. Dear sister or brother, if, 
as in Bethlehem, the darkness of night overwhelms 
you, if you feel surrounded by cold indiff erence, if 
the hurt you carry inside cries out, “You are of little 
account; you are worthless; you will never be loved 
the way you want”, tonight, if this is what you are 
feeling, God answers back. He tells you: “I love you 
just as you are. Your littleness does not frighten me, 
your failings do not trouble me. I became little for 
your sake. To be your God, I became your brother. 
Dear brother, dear sister, don’t be afraid of me. Find 
in me your measure of greatness. I am close to you, 
and one thing only do I ask: trust me and open your 
heart to me.””

Pope Francis

  BAPTISM
 Necessary for Salvation?

In order to be saved and go to heaven, is it 
necessary to be baptized? Based on the Holy 
Scriptures and the constant, traditional practice 

and belief of the Church, the Church continues to 
affi  rm that baptism is necessary for salvation (cf. 
JN 3:5; Mt 28:19-20). The Church, however, adds a 
helpful distinction to this statement which brings 
to light important truths about God’s mercy. 

This is how the Church states it: “Baptism is neces-
sary for salvation for those to whom the Gospel has 
been proclaimed and who have had the possibil-
ity of asking for this sacrament” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, par. 1257). This statement implies 
some helpful criteria: 1. A person must be able to 
understand the basic teaching of the Gospel; 2. 
There can’t be anything preventing the person 
from the real possibility of asking (this implies de-
sire) for the sacrament of Baptism (e.g. being held 
in solitary confi nement in a Nazi prison camp).  

For most people, these criteria can easily be met. 
Even kids who have the use of reason (the church 
stipulates this is around age 7) can understand the 
basics of the Gospel. Also, most people who have 
heard the basic Gospel message have the real 

possibility of asking to receive the sacrament of 
Baptism. For many people, therefore, the recep-
tion of the sacrament of Baptism is necessary for 
salvation.

However, let’s consider some possible people 
for whom it would be impossible to meet such 
criteria. Let’s begin with the person who lacks 
the habitual use of reason. For example, infants 
and people who have severe developmental 
mental disabilities or the like would not have 
the capacity to understand the basics of the 
Gospel and therefore could not legitimately ask 
to receive baptism. Nevertheless, in cases such 
as these where the parents/legal guardian are 
Catholic, the moral responsibility falls on them 
to understand the basics of the Gospel and ask 
the Church (usually a priest) to baptize their 
child/person under their care. As an important 
aside, if an infant dies before receiving baptism, 
the Church asserts that we ought to have much 
hope that God will save them even though they 
have not received the sacrament of Baptism (cf. 
CCC 1261).  

But what about those to whom the Gospel has 
not been proclaimed and therefore do not have 
the possibility of asking to receive the sacrament 
of baptism? For example, what about people of 
other faith traditions who have never suffi  ciently 
heard the proclamation of the Gospel? Can they 
be saved without being baptized?

Yes. But a fundamental principle must always be 
clearly held. God’s Word states, “There is salva-
tion in no one else [namely, Jesus], for there is 
no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). There-
fore, if anyone is saved, it is only by Jesus Christ; 
He is the only Savior and He is God alone (cf. Dt 
6:4-6). The Church maintains, however, that even 
someone who does not believe in Jesus through 
no fault of their own can be saved. 

The Church puts it this way: “Since Christ died for 
all, and since all men are in fact called to one and 
the same destiny, which is divine, we must hold 
that the Holy Spirit off ers to all the possibility of 
being made partakers, in a way known to God, of 
the Paschal mystery. Every man who is ignorant of 
the Gospel of Christ and of his Church, but seeks 
the truth and does the will of God in accordance 
with his understanding of it, can be saved” (CCC, 
1260). God’s mercy is infi nite!

This wonderful truth in no way, however, reduces 
the moral responsibility of each human being 
to seek the truth (especially religious truth) and 
follow the dictates of their conscience as formed 
by such truth. Moreover, it is still a moral respon-
sibility for Christians to heed Jesus’ command to 
“make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit” (cf Mt 28:19-20). In other words, while it 
is possible for some to be saved without having 
received the sacrament of baptism, our love for 
our Lord and our neighbor ought to compel us to 
share with others the basics of the Gospel so that 
they too can ask for the gift of the sacrament and 
enter Jesus’ Holy Church. After all, Baptism is just 
the beginning of the many graces God wants to 
bestow upon those in His Church.

To have your child baptized or if you are an adult 
who would like to receive baptism, please call the 
parish offi  ce! God bless you!

Fr. Stiles
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A.A. MEETING
MB @ 6:30 PM

THE 2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
8:30 AM NATIVITY  |  10:30 AM MARYSBURG

THE 3RD SUNDAY IN O.T.
8:30 AM NATIVITY  |  10:30 AM MARYSBURG

THE 4TH SUNDAY IN O.T.
8:30 AM NATIVITY  |  10:30 AM MARYSBURG

BUD MCCABE

BARBARA STANGLER

BOB HAGEN (N)

BILL MCCABE 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
8:30 AM NATIVITY  |  10:30 AM MARYSBURG

VIGIL OF THE 5TH SUNDAY IN O.T.
NATIVITY  - PENANCE: 4 - 4:40 PM
      - MASS: 5:00 PM

VIGIL OF THE 4TH SUNDAY IN O.T.
MARYSBURG  - PENANCE: 4 - 4:40 PM
      - MASS: 5:00 PM

VIGIL OF THE 2ND SUNDAY IN O.T.
MARYSBURG - PENANCE: 4 - 4:40 PM
      - MASS: 5:00 PM

VIGIL OF THE 3RD SUNDAY IN O.T.
NATIVITY - PENANCE: 4 - 4:40 PM
      - MASS: 5:00 PM
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FAITH FORMATION Class 15

6:30 - 7:30 pm

FAITH FORMATION Class 12
6:30 - 7:30 pm

FAITH FORMATION Class 13
6:30 - 7:30 pm

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
St. Mary’s, 6:30 - 7:30 pm

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
ST. MARY’S, 6:30 - 7:30

FAITH FORMATION Class 14
6:30 - 7:30 pm

ADORATION AT NATIVITY 
8:30 am - 12:30 pm

PARISH OFFICE OPEN

PARISH OFFICE OPEN

TODD BROWN 

(Fr. Michael out of town)

MIKE & ANDY STRUCK (N)                                        

BARBARA STANGLER

FR. STILES AT MARYSBURG 
11 AM - 1 PM

FR. STILES AT MARYSBURG 
11 AM - 1 PM

FR. STILES AT MARYSBURG 
11 AM - 1 PM

FR. STILES AT MARYSBURG 
11 AM - 1 PM

FR. STILES AT NATIVITY 
2 PM - 4 PM

FR. STILES AT NATIVITY 
2 PM - 4 PM

FR. STILES AT NATIVITY 
2 PM - 4 PM

FR. STILES AT NATIVITY 
2 PM - 4 PM

Mass 8 am at Nativity

Pray for our Faith Communi  es members...
Ed Serano, Darrell and Ila Jean Smiley, Mary & 
Tom Lassonde, Raphael Malechka, Russ Serbus, 
Jeff  Lyons, Doreen White, Jessica Reedstrom, 
Penny Connor, John Connor,  William Rohlfi ng, 
Joe Broze, Aubrey Rober, Wally Krenik, Daryl E. 
Blatzheim,  Jennifer Kephart, Kathy Dahl, Sue 
Borglum, Marie Young, Seth Hamman, Grif-
fi n Dumdei, Richie Krueger, Debra Schmahl, 
Caiden Kelly, Keely Davis, Josh Hummer, Jus  n 
Kaus, Eugene Germscheid, Jim Scheurer, Levi Bensen,  Quen  n Shevy, 
Hunter Schmitz, Dotsy Jacobson, Albert Weinandt, Jaci Kopet, Jolene 
& Holden Zell, Debera Baker, Evalyn & Jill Cusick, Tom Fritz, Lisa Skarin, 
Don Roscoe, Alec Batson, Brandon Reinke, David Clark, Rudy Kaupa, 
Connie Baker, Gene Thelemann, Jared Mogere Family, Tim Petersen, 
Kent Pearce, Mary Androli, Bernice Rezak, David Krenik, James Connor, 
Natalie Bruender, Robert Ani, Mya Walechka, Lana Dahl, Alec Heuer, 
Jim Meagher, Be  y Kinney. 
To add or remove a name on this list, please contact Mary in the Parish Offi  ce.  
Email:  offi  ce@maryschurches.com  /  Voice Mail:  507-243-3166

JANUARY 8 & 9, 2022:  The Baptism Of Our Lord

RUSSELL & EILEEN KRENIK

ANITA ROTHMEIER

ANITA ROTHMEIER
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