
Thirty First Sunday of Ordinary Time October 30, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

First Reading — Wisdom 11:22—12:2 
22 Because the whole world before thee is like a 
speck that tips the scales, and like a drop of 
morning dew that falls upon the ground. 23 But 
thou art merciful to all, for thou canst do all things, 
and thou dost overlook men’s sins, that they may 
repent. 24 For thou lovest all things that exist, and 
hast loathing for none of the things which thou hast 
made, for thou wouldst not have made anything if 
thou hadst hated it. 25 How would anything have 
endured if thou hadst not willed it? Or how would 
anything not called forth by thee have been 
preserved? 26 Thou sparest all things, for they are 
thine, O Lord who lovest the living. 12:1 For thy 
immortal spirit is in all things. 2Therefore thou dost 
correct little by little those who trespass, and dost 
remind and warn them of the things wherein they 
sin, that they may be freed from wickedness and 
put their trust in thee, O Lord. 

 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13, 
14 
R. (cf. 1) I will praise your name for ever, my 
king and my God.  
I will extol you, O my God and King, and I will bless 
your name forever and ever. Every day will I bless 
you, and I will praise your name forever and ever.  
R. I will praise your name for ever, my king and 
my God.  
The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger 
and of great kindness. The LORD is good to all and 
compassionate toward all his works.  
R. I will praise your name for ever, my king and 
my God.  
Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD, and 
let your faithful ones bless you. Let them discourse 
of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your 
might.  
R. I will praise your name for ever, my king and 
my God.  
The LORD is faithful in all his words and holy in all 
his works. The LORD lifts up all who are falling and 
raises up all who are bowed down.  
R. I will praise your name for ever, my king and 
my God 

 

Second Reading — 2 Thessalonians 1:11—2:2 

11  

To this end we always pray for you, that our God 

may make you worthy of his call, and may fulfill 

every good resolve and work of faith by his power, 

12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be 

glorified in you, and you in him, according to the 

grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 2:1  

 

 

Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and our assembling to meet him, we beg you, 

brethren, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or 

excited, either by spirit or by word, or by letter 

purporting to be from us, to the effect that the day of 

the Lord has come.  

 

  Gospel Reading — Luke 19:1-10 1 

He entered Jericho and was passing through. 

2 And there was a man named Zacchaeus; he 

was a chief tax collector, and rich. 3 And he 

sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, 

on account of the crowd, because he was 

small of stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and 

climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, 

for he was to pass that way. 5 And when 

Jesus came to the place, he looked up and 

said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and 

come down; for I must stay at your house 

today.” 6 So he made haste and came down, 

and received him joyfully. 7 And when they 

saw it they all murmured, “He has gone in to 

be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8  

And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, 

“Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to 

the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of 

anything, I restore it fourfold.” 9 And Jesus 

said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 

house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 

For the Son of man came to seek and to save 

the lost.” 
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

Zacchaeus probably wasn’t much to look at. Obviously, he was “height impaired” for he had to climb a 
tree to get a glimpse of Jesus over the heads of the crowds. Society tends to favor the tall and good 
looking so he probably didn’t get much respect, at least not enough to warrant a place at the front of the 
crowd. In addition, he was a tax collector, a not so noble profession in Zaccheaus’ day. Tax collectors 
were invariably dishonest, gouging people for all they could get, and engaging in political graft to 
maintain their appointment. Zaccheaus probably felt like the comic Rodney Dangerfield, “I don’t get no 
respect?” Fortunately, Jesus doesn’t look only on the outward man but looks on our heart. In 
Zacchaeus, Jesus saw a genuine seeker of truth. No doubt years of dishonesty were weighing heavily 
upon Zacchaeus and when he heard rumors of this man Jesus and his message of God’s love and 
forgiveness, he had to find out for himself. So Zacchaeus climbed a tree to have a look. He illustrates 
the mark of a true seeker of truth, they will not let anything stand in their way to discover the real 
answer. Some people avoid an encounter with Jesus by hiding behind an excuse, such as the presence 
of hypocrites in the church. But a person must be smaller than the object they hide behind. Zacchaeus 
was short of stature but he was not small of heart. Jesus looked right through Zacchaeus’ shortness 
and dishonest profession and saw a sincere, inquiring, heart. When Jesus invited himself to be 
Zacchaeus’ guest for dinner, Zacchaeus jumped at the chance. Imagine what would not have happened 
if Jesus had only looked on the outward appearance. Perhaps the critics were right when they said that 
Jesus had gone to be the guest of a sinner, but they were premature in their analysis. By the time the 
dinner was over Jesus left as the guest of a repentant believer. Dietrich Von Hildebrand, in the book 
Transformation in Christ, said that “it is in repenting our sins that we expressly repudiate evil and revert 
to God.” During that brief dinner hour Zacchaeus’ life was converted and transformed. Recognizing 
Jesus as “Lord” he immediately repudiated the evil he had committed and restored it four times over. 
He had fully reverted to God. His was not a token belief, it was not a simple agreeing to articles of faith, 
or an academic formality of joining a church. His was a true conversion, repudiating evil and reverting to 
God, that set him on a path of spiritual and moral transformation. We can learn much from Jesus 
through this encounter. Do we relate to people, especially non-believers, on the basis of their outward 
appearance? Do their looks and manner of dress cause us to turn away with a scowl writing them off as 
unreachable? Do we avoid being invitational and welcoming because we don’t want to associate with 
“sinners”? Jesus’ life suggests that we need to look beyond what we see to ascertain someone’s heart. 
Perhaps their tree climbing antics are not just a selfish desire to get a better look, but a real cry for help, 
a real inquiry as to whether there is hope. Let’s not be a spectator like the Pharisees, standing apart, 
critical and uninvolved. We can extend an invitation to have a meal together to see if Christ living in us 
can reach out to their need. At worst, we will have had a meal with a “sinner,” and at best we could be 
instrumental in helping the “sinner” begin the journey of becoming a repentant believer. “As a reaction 
to a very aggressive, manipulative and often degrading type of evangelization, we sometimes have 
become hesitant to make our own religious convictions known, thereby losing our sense of witness. 
Although at times it seems better to deepen our own commitments than to evangelize others, it belongs 
to the core of Christian spirituality to reach out to the other with good news and to speak without 
embarrassment about what we ‘have heard and … seen with our own eyes … watched and touched 
with our hands’ (1 John 1:1).” (from Reaching Out by Henri J.M. Nouwen)  
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INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading —  

1. In this passage, what characteristic of the Lord is most encouraging to you?     
 
 Second Reading —  

2. What does it mean to be “worthy of his call?"   
 

Gospel Reading — 
 

3. How much trouble would you go through to learn of Jesus?    
 

4. What obscures your viewing Jesus? In what ways do you obscure Jesus for others?  
 

5. Who are the Zacchaeuses in your life who are waiting for an invitation to dine with Jesus living in 
you?  

 

 
INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 

 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


