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    Vision Statement…to be an inviting and welcoming community that is committed to deepening our relationship  

     with Jesus Christ through the Sacramental graces we receive so as to bring all to know, love and serve our God.  

 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

This week is the First Sunday of Advent. Our parish theme is “Preparing for The Light: The Gift of Advent”. 

Although we celebrate this season each year, many of us may not be sure what the season is all about. The 

word “Advent” simply means “arrival.” It is a time that we reflect on Israel’s promised savior and remember 

Jesus’ birth.  We also are called to wait, by living the Gospel of Jesus, so when He comes again, we are 

prepared to meet Jesus.  In other words, it is a time of joyous remembrance (celebrating Jesus’ birthday) and 

eager anticipation (waiting for Jesus’ second coming). To help us on our Advent journey this year we have 

resources online and hardcopies in the two front foyers of the church, to assist our spiritual journey this 

season. Here are some suggestions as well. 

 

1.  Have an Advent wreathe on your dining room table, place a manger in your living room (without baby 

Jesus), place lights on your house or have purple material on your home altar with an Advent candle.  In 

other words, when you look around your house, your family is reminded of this special Season of Advent 

preparing for Christ our Light. 

2.  Add an activity during this Advent Season by shopping together as family for a gift for our “Angel Tree” 

program.  Go to Mass every day at 8 am, pray the Rosary, go to our website for Spiritual Resources; 

www.olphcctx.org. Just click on our Advent banner on our webpage and our online resources are brought up. 

Also, new this year, you may go to our Advent Resource wall in our two foyers of the church and choose one 

of the many free hard copy Spiritual Resources we have. You can also invite your family to attend “Las 

Mañanitas” on December 12th for “Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration”, and/or attend a traditional “Posada” 

which you have nine dates to choose from or attend all of them.  In other words, take some time to 

experience Advent in a new and exciting way as we prepare to create beautiful memories with our families 

while we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birthday and waiting for Him to come again. 

3.  Sacrifice one thing during this time of Advent because it is also a penitential Season.  Fast once a week, 

give up a favorite food or beverage, take part in the “Angel Tree Program”, help put up the manger, 

Christmas trees and lights in the church and on the church in preparing for Christmas. 

 

During this Advent Season I am sure there is plenty of shopping, parties and school events that we need to 

attend; however, let us also prepare our spiritual lives to get ready for Jesus’ birthday, prepare for His second 

coming and make wonderful memories with your family and friends. 

And so, we prepare with our Spiritual Resource Guide inserted in our bulletin and on our website, to 

experience ourselves God’s wonderful Season of Advent. What will that look like? What will Christmas look 

like for you this year? Perhaps we will appreciate even more The Light: The Gift of Advent that shines in the 

darkness? Perhaps a child wrapped in cloth, lying in a manger?  Let us not take this time of Advent for 

granted and prepare ourselves to have the Best Christmas Ever. 

May God bless you with a holy Advent filled with are heart of gratitude and anticipation for our Lord Jesus. 
 

In Jesus’ Love, 

 
Fr. Frank X. Martínez, STL 
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