
Fourteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time July 3, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

First Reading —  Isaiah 66:10-14 10  
“Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all  
you who love her; rejoice with her in joy, all you  
who mourn over her; 11 that you may suck and  
be satisfied with her consoling breasts; that you  
may drink deeply with delight from the abundance  
of her glory.” 12 For thus says the LORD:  
“Behold, I will extend prosperity to her like a river,  
and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing  
stream; and you shall suck, you shall be carried  
upon her hip, and dandled upon her knees. 13 As  
one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort  
you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 14  
You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your  
bones shall flourish like the grass; and it shall be  
known that the hand of the LORD is with his  
servants, and his indignation is against his  
enemies. …”  
 
Responsorial Psalm PS 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16,20 
R. (1) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
Shout joyfully to God, all the earth, sing praise to 
the glory of his name; proclaim his glorious praise. 
Say to God, "How tremendous are your deeds!" 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
"Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you, 
sing praise to your name!" Come and see the 
works of God, his tremendous deeds among the 
children of Adam. 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
He has changed the sea into dry land; through the 
river they passed on foot; therefore let us rejoice in 
him. He rules by his might forever. 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare 
what he has done for me. Blessed be God who 
refused me not my prayer or his kindness! 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 

Second Reading — Galatians 6:14-18 14 

But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of  

our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has 

been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For 

neither circumcision counts for anything, nor  

uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16 Peace  

and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon  

the Israel of God. 17 Henceforth let no man  

trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of  

Jesus. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be  

with your spirit, brethren. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading — Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 1 

After this the Lord appointed seventy others, 

and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, 

into every town and place where he himself 

was about to come. 2 And he said to them, 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 

few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to 

send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go your 

way; behold, I send you out as lambs in the 

midst of wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no  

bag, no sandals; and salute no one on the 

road. 5 What-ever house you enter, first say, 

‘Peace be to this house!’ 6 And if a son of 

peace is there, your peace shall rest upon him; 

but if not, it shall return to you. 7 And remain in 

the same house, eating and drinking what they 

provide, for the laborer deserves his wages; 

do not go from house to house. 8 Whenever 

you enter a town and they receive you, eat 

what is set before you; 9 heal the sick in it and 

say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come 

near to you.’ 10 But whenever you enter a  

town and they do not receive you, go into its  

streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your 

town that clings to our feet, we wipe off against 

you; nevertheless know this, that the kingdom 

of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it shall be 

more tolerable on that day for Sodom than for 

that town. … 17 The seventy returned with joy,  

saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to 

us in your name!” 18 And he said to them, “I 

saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 

Behold, I have given you authority to tread 

upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the 

power of the enemy; and nothing shall hurt 

you. 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, 

that the spirits are subject to you; but rejoice 

that your names are written in heaven.” 
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INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 
Evangelization and witnessing is often a fearful prospect for many Catholics, yet it is the Christian mandate 
and one of the highest callings we can pursue. This week’s Gospel Reading can help remove that fear by 
showing us that witnessing for Jesus is simply living and relating to others in such a way that they 
comprehend that “the Kingdom of God has come near.” For many in this world that is the beginning of hope; 
the realization that God and his life is accessible to them. This passage from the Gospel of Luke is pregnant 
with principles of evangelization which when applied can remove the anxiety associated with evangelization 
and contribute to the effectiveness of our witness. These principles include: METHODOLOGY—The Lord 
“sent them on ahead of him, two by two.” Evangelization always works best when it is a joint effort of two or 
more people. A companion in Christ reduces the stress of relating and talking to someone about Jesus and 
it more than doubles the creativity and wisdom that can be brought to the process of revealing the Kingdom 
of God to others. Having another with whom we can pray for people’s conversion is very empowering. 
Together you can seek the Holy Spirit’s intervention to soften and prepare the hearts of pre-believers so 
that they will be ready to welcome the Good News of God’s love and Jesus’ sacrifice for them. ATTITUDE—
The Lord said, “I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.” One reason witnessing has received such a 
bad rap, and causes many Catholics to shy away from it, is that we know and, in many cases, have 
experienced, the abuses of overzealous witnesses who did not have the attitude of a lamb. Lambs are 
gentle and meek, humble of heart if you will. It would be totally out of character for a lamb to beat the wolf, 
or any creature, over the head with the truth. As witnessing lambs, we, with confidence, tell others the 
Gospel truth of which we have become certain, but we must not attempt to overpower them into the 
Kingdom. If we are praying for them, if we are romancing them with the loving words of truth, accompanied 
by a humble spirit of service, they will frequently be wooed into saying “Yes!” to Jesus’ offer of redemption 
and union. RELATIONSHIP—The Lord instructed them to “remain in the same house, eating and drinking 
what they provide … heal the sick in it … ” Evangelization should not primarily be an onslaught of religious 
words and challenges but rather an incarnational dwelling among those without Christ. The witness must be 
willing to dwell among them as a visual aid of God’s love within their environment, embracing their culture, 
and carrying their concerns. In this way Christ comes to dwell among people again, in the form of the 
witnesses who lend their bodies to Christ so that he can convey his love through them. MOTIVE— 
“Nevertheless do not rejoice in this … rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” There is great joy in 
observing someone’s passage from darkness to light. We are thrilled to see someone unite with Christ with 
whom we have been instrumental in communicating the Gospel, yet we must not be motivated by a trophy 
mentality. Our relationship with Christ must be the motivating factor for all we do. It must be so meaningful 
to us that the reason we are witnessing is not for personal glory, but so that others might also experience 
the joy we know in Christ. He is our motive. Christ desires to reach the world, beginning with your world and 
your witness. It’s unreasonable that a witness should have to be sent from half-way around the world, or 
even from across the city, to bring the Gospel to your neighbors or your acquaintances. That is why he has 
you there. 
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INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading —  

1. What would motivate a person to keep this good news to himself?  

  
 Second Reading —  

2. What is the primary point of verse 15? 
 

3. What are some other false standards of spirituality? 
 

4. What are some areas of life where you have seen evidence of this “new creation” in others? 
 
 Gospel Reading —  

5. To what extent have you recognized the appointment or calling of God to participate in  

      evangelization?  
 
 6.  What joys and/or fears do you have about sharing Christ with others who are not yet  
           believers?  
 
 7. How do you think someone recognizes that the Kingdom of God has come near them?  
 
INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 

 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


