
Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time July 31, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

First Reading — Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23  
2 Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of  
vanities! All is vanity. 
…2:21 because sometimes a man who has  
toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must  
leave all to be enjoyed by a man who did not toil  
for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What  
has a man from all the toil and strain with which  
he toils beneath the sun?  
23 For all his days are full of pain, and his  
work is a vexation; even in the night his mind  
does not rest. This also is vanity. 

 
Responsorial Psalm PS 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 
AND 17 
R. (1) If today you hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts. 
You turn man back to dust, saying, “Return, O 
children of men.” For a thousand years in your 
sight are as yesterday, now that it is past, 
or as a watch of the night. 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts. 
You make an end of them in their sleep; the next 
morning they are like the changing grass, Which at 
dawn springs up anew, but by evening wilts and 
fades. 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts. 
Teach us to number our days aright, that we may 
gain wisdom of heart. Return, O LORD! How long? 
Have pity on your servants! 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts. 
Fill us at daybreak with your kindness, that we may 
shout for joy and gladness all our days. And may 
the gracious care of the LORD our God be ours; 
prosper the work of our hands for us! Prosper the 
work of our hands! 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts. 

 

Second Reading — Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11  

1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek 

the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 

at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on 

things that are above, not on things that are on 

earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hid with 

Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life 

appears, then you also will appear with him in 

glory. 5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in  

you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and  

covetousness, which is idolatry. … 9 Do not lie to  

 

 

 

one another, seeing that you have put off the old  

nature with its practices 10 and have put on the new  

nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after  

the image of its creator. 11 Here there cannot be  

Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,  

barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is  

all, and in all. 

 

Gospel Reading — Luke 12:13-21 

13 One of the multitude said to him, “Teacher, 

bid my brother divide the inheritance with me.” 

14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a 

judge or divider over you?” 15 And he said to 

them, “Take heed, and be-ware of all 

covetousness; for a man’s life does not consist 

in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And 

he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a 

rich man brought forth plentifully; 17 and he 

thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 

nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I 

will do this: I will pull down my barns, and build 

larger ones; and there I will store all my grain 

and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, 

Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 

years; take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 

But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul 

is required of you; and the things you have 

prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is he 

who lays up treasure for himself, and is not 

rich toward God.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time July 31, 2022  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 

INVITATION TO PRAY 

Pause for a few moments of silence and enter more deeply into the presence of God... 
 

Proclaim the Scriptures out loud 

As you listen to the scriptures be attentive to a word, a phrase, a question, an image, or a feeling that 
emerges. Reflect on this quietly or share it aloud. 

 
INVITATION TO REFLECT 

Perhaps no other passage in Scripture confronts the philosophy of America more, than does this 
week’s Gospel Reading; “a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” America’s 
culture, impacted by the business of advertising, and sped along through the means of mass media, 
has sold the majority of Americans a false bill of goods. Whether it is the poor and disenfranchised 
seeking to make a dollar, legally or illegally, or the multi-billionaire endeavoring to make another billion, 
ethically or unethically, the majority of people believe that, “If I had the money to buy what I need and 
want, I would be happy.” Sadly, most of Jesus’ followers have also succumbed to this deception and 
subscribe to this vain philosophy. It does not take an unusually astute observer of life to note that this 
philosophy is a lie. Some of the most wealthy of our society demonstrate by their dysfunctional lifestyles 
that possessions do not satisfy and wealth does not secure happiness. When they die, and they all do, 
and people ask, “How much did he leave?” the answer is always the same, “He left it all.” This week’s 
first reading points out the futility of living a life for things. After all the work, pain, and unbridled 
ambition to accumulate has ended, all that was accumulated is divided between the government and 
the heirs, many of whom would give it all up for a better relationship with the person who left it. The 
funerals for these people are always sad, reflecting the vanity of their lives, and an empty eternity. 
Unfortunately, it is not only the wealthy that end on this sad note. Someone has rightly said, “Our life 
does not consist in what we possess, but in what (or who) possesses us.” The believer in Christ, who is 
possessed by a deep and sincere love for Jesus, and a passion to serve him, stands out in sharp 
contrast to this culture of self and greed. Some believers spend their lives refuting this philosophy by 
abandoning the time and energy it takes to pursue the accumulation of things. Instead, they give 
themselves to serving God and people, and promoting a life of peace, purpose and joy through knowing 
and serving Christ. Having set their hearts on the things of Christ they look forward to the next life as a 
place of spiritual reward that makes the possessions of this world look paltry. Their funerals, attended 
by those whose lives they have touched, are always a joyful celebration of meaningful relationships. 
Such a celebration is foreign and unimaginable to the people enslaved to the pursuit of happiness 
through possessions, yet, they look with longing at the peace and joy of those being celebrated. Two 
very strong phrases are used in this week’s Scriptures, and they beg a response from us. The first from 
Ecclesiastes is “All is vanity,” the second from Jesus in Luke’s Gospel is, “But God said to him, ‘Fool!’” 
Will we be a fool and give our life to the vanity of accumulating possessions and in the end have neither 
possessions in this life, not treasures in the life to come. If not, to what (to whom) shall we give our life, 
and how shall we lay up treasures in the life to come? “When the Word is choked, it is not merely due to 
the thorns as such, but to the negligence of those allowing them to spring up. There is a way, if there is 
a will, to hinder evil growth and use wealth appropriately. For this reason, he warned not of ‘the world’ 
but of the ‘cares of the world’; not ‘riches’ as such but ‘the deceitfulness of riches.’ Let us not place the 
blame on what we possess but on our own corrupt mind. For it is possible to be rich and nor be 
deceived. It is possible to be in this world, and not be choked with its cares. For indeed riches have two 
contrary disadvantages; one, anxiety over them, wearing us out, and spreading darkness over us; and 
the other, luxury, which makes us soft…” (from Chrysostom in Ancient Christian Commentary on 
Scripture; Vol II)  
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INVITATION TO GROUP SHARING 

 First Reading —  

 1. What could make our “toil and strain,” “our days full of pain and work,” not be vanity and a  

 vexation? 

  
 Second Reading —  

2. There are two general admonitions in this passage, vss 1-4 (seek the things of Christ), and vss  
 5-11 (put to death carnal desires). What is the relationship between these two actions? 
 

 Gospel Reading —  

 3. Define covetousness.  
 
 4. What is the main point of the parable? 
 
 5. How does a person become “rich toward God?”  
  
INVITATION TO ACT 

Determine a specific action (individual or group) that flows from your sharing. When choosing an  

individual action, determine what you will do and share it with the group. When choosing a group action,  

determine who will take responsibility for different aspects of the action. These should be your primary  

considerations. 

 

CLOSING INVITATION TO PRAY 

Give thanks to God (aloud or silently) for new insights, for desires awakened, for directions clarified, for  

the gift of one another’s openness and sensitivity. Conclude with a final prayer. 


