
Today’s Readings  

First Reading — As the prophet Samuel anointed David 
with oil, the spirit of the Lord rushed upon David  
(1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a). 
Psalm — The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want (Psalm 23). 
Second Reading — You who were once darkness are now 
light in the Lord (Ephesians 5:8-14). 
Gospel — The man who had been blind from birth 
proclaimed: The one called Jesus made clay with his saliva, 
anointed my eyes with it, and told me to wash  
(John 9:1-41 [1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]). 

Today’s Music  
 

Gathering Song: #452 Word and Song 
These Forty Days of Lent 
 

Preparation of the Gifts: #652 Word and Song 
Awake O Sleeper 
 

Communion: #541 Word and Song 
Take and Eat 
 

Sending Forth: #597 Word and Song 
All Hail the Power of Jesus Name 
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4th Sunday of Lent 

 

Message from our Clergy Team  

Dear Parish Family Members of Christ the Divine Shepherd: 
 

The events of the past few weeks have caused a variety of reactions in us all – concern, 
anxiety, uncertainty – but also a greater resolve to turn to prayer, to trust in God and to act in 
charity toward one another.  Please know that we are praying for you at this difficult time! 
 

Bishop Zubik’s decision to cancel all public Masses in the diocese was a difficult one, 
especially since we know that we all find comfort and solace in the Mass and in the 
Eucharist.  Although we’re unable to gather as a parish family at this time, please keep in 
mind that there are ways we can continue to participate in the Sacrifice of the Mass: Catholic 
TV and radio media outlets (EWTN, Christian Associates TV, our own diocesan website 
(www.diopitt.org) and others) are streaming the videos of Masses on the internet, and 
broadcasting them on TV and radio.  In addition, although public Masses have been 
suspended, please know that the priests of our parish continue to say private Masses and are 
praying for all of us!  (If you have a Mass intention on our current schedule, and you’d like 
one of the priests of the parish to celebrate your Mass intention privately, please send us an 
email at bulletin@cdsmph.org, and we’ll be sure to fulfill your Mass and let you know when 
we’ve done so!  On the other hand, if you’d like to be present for your Mass intention, please 
be assured that we’ll reach out to the parish community once public Masses are restored, 
and we’ll work with you to reschedule your Mass intention!) 
Following the recommendations of the diocese, we’ve closed our offices.  If you need to get 
in touch with us, please call our office at 412-373-0050 and leave a message for Sandy – we’ll 
return your call as soon as possible!   
 

Some of our church buildings remain open for private prayer – please keep an eye on our 
website (CDSMPH.org) and our Facebook page, and we’ll update you with the status of the 
availability of these resources! We’re also working on implementing the diocese’s 
recommendations on how we might provide access to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  Although our plans aren’t finalized as of press time for this bulletin, we’ll 
announce our schedule on our website, Facebook page and future bulletins. 

We continue to pray for each and every one of you and for your families!  Please keep all of 
us in prayer, as well!  

 

Blessings, 

Fr Al, Fr Thom, Fr Rick, Fr Faustine, and Fr Larry 

http://www.diopitt.org
mailto:bulletin@cdsmph.org
http://CDSMPH.org
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From Father Thom Miller  

The new 
Evangelization is 
founded on the person 
of Jesus Christ and His 
gospel -- a clear 
proclamation that, in 

Jesus Christ --salvation is offered to all, as a 
gift of God's grace and mercy." It is not a 
matter of merely passing on doctrine but 
rather of a personal and profound meeting 
with the Savior." This is not new in the 
Church's proclamation. However Pope St John 
Paul II  constant emphasis and exaltation of 
Jesus Christ as Lord is very significant for the 
Church at this time in history.  With so many 

wonderful treasures we can be, it seems, 
distracted from the pearl of great 
price.  Christ is that pearl of great 
price. Missionary activity is a matter for all 
Christians.  This gospel message must be 
experienced as "good news" in each of our 
lives. The message of the Gospel must to be 
heard, understood and proclaimed. We are to 
be trained and released into the service of 
Evangelization as missionaries of the new 
Evangelization. The Holy Spirit as the principal 
agent of Evangelization and mission is calling 
all of God's people to enter the harvest 
fields.  Become the "good news!"     
 

All Masses in the Diocese of Pittsburgh Cancelled Bishop David Zubik Calls for a Day of Prayer 

In light of increasing updates on and concerns about the coronavirus (COVID-19), Bishop 
David Zubik has made the decision to cancel all weekday and Sunday Masses in the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh effective Monday, March 16, 2020, until further notice. Arrangements are 
being made to live stream more Masses in the days ahead.  
  
“Although in many ways it saddens me to make this decision, given the best advice from 

health experts on federal, state, and local levels, I feel it is a necessary one at this time. I’m counting on the 
understanding and cooperation of all in the Diocese of Pittsburgh as we pray for each other. At this difficult 
time, we especially are relying on the intercession of Mary, Mother of Jesus and Mother of the Church, and 
Saint Joseph, foster father of Jesus and Patron of the Universal Church,” Bishop Zubik said. 
  
Bishop Zubik is calling for a special day of prayer in the Diocese of Pittsburgh on Wednesday, March 25, 2020, 
the Feast of the Annunciation, a great feast of the Blessed Mother. More information will be forthcoming.  

Our Parish Fish Fry has been canceled.  While this is 
disappointing, our Fish Fry committee hopes that in 
the future we can have our remaining three fish fries 
and continue to build community while gathering for 
great food! 

Fish Fry Canceled  

The Breaking Bread Ministry Easter Holiday Meal, 
that was scheduled for Sunday, April 12, 2020 at  
Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish in the Lourdes 
Center at St. Bernadette Church is canceled.  

Easter Holiday Meal Canceled 
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Parish Happenings  

RCIA, First Scrutiny 

Sunday, March 15, 2020 we celebrated the first scrutiny for the elect of our RCIA Class.  

With the cancelation of Masses at the Parish due to 
COVID-19, many of you are probably wondering 
what will happen if you had a Mass intention 
scheduled.  If you would like one of the priests to 
fulfill the intention in their private Masses, please 
email bulletin@cdsmph.org. If you would like a Mass 
intention rescheduled, members our parish staff will 
work with you to have the intention on a future date.  

Mass Intentions to be Rescheduled 

In compliance with the requests of governmental 
leaders and sound medical practices, parishes must 
cancel all scheduled events until further notice.  All 
events at Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish are 
canceled for March and April.  

Parish Events and Activities Canceled 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: 412-456-3093  (Office) 1-888- 808-1235 (Hot Line)  
PA Child Line:  1-800-932-0313   

Stay in Touch  

Keeping our community active is vital for spiritual formation and koinonia. While 
we are always connected through the Body of Christ, our technology provides a 
means for interaction and continued growth in these unprecedented times. Our 
community already makes use of Facebook and a website. Please like us on 
Facebook at  ChristTheDivineShepherd, to continue to be connected in our 
community during this time. We will be posting important updates on Facebook 
along with on our website at www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org.  If you would like 
to receive a digital copy of the bulletin each week, email bulletin@cdsmph.org.  
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With a continuing commitment to protect health and safety due to coronavirus (COVID-19) concerns, and in 
the wake of suspending all public Masses in the diocese until further notice, today Bishop Zubik issued 

directives regarding sacraments and other parish activities. The following guidelines are effective 
immediately and until further notice: 

  
Baptism 

The celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism, outside of Mass, is permitted.  In order to limit any potential 
spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19) to a vulnerable population, only a small private family baptism should 

be held. Multiple baptisms of several children from different families is not permitted. All state and local 
government-imposed restrictions on the number of people at public gatherings are to be obeyed. 

  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

RCIA Instructors will communicate with those preparing to be received in the church with further details.  
  

Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Communion 
Dates for First Reconciliation and First Communion at Christ the Divine Shepherd will be determined in the 

future depending on the circumstances surrounding the coronavirus. 
  

Sacrament of Confirmation 
The Confirmation date for Christ the Divine Shepherd will be determined in the future depending on 

circumstances surrounding the coronavirus. 
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Light is on for You, scheduled for April 1, 2020 has been cancelled. Christ the Divine Shepherd will offer 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation; times and location will be announced soon. Health guidelines regarding 

social distancing will be followed.   
  

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is suspended until further notice. Priests will 

offer Anointing of the Sick on an individual basis following health and safety guidelines related to 
coronavirus. 

  

Funerals and Weddings 
Until further notice, weddings and funerals may proceed but attendance should be limited to immediate 

family. All state and local government-imposed restrictions on the number of people at public gatherings are 
to be obeyed.  

 
 

“During this time of unknowns, concerns about access to the sacraments have created anxiety among the 
faithful. We will be working to reassure people and help them with ways to live and strengthen their faith 
during this unprecedented time. I continue to ask all of us to come together in prayer, especially with the 

intercession of the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph to guide and protect us,” - Bishop Zubik  
 

Sacraments in the wake of COVID-19 

Sacraments  
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Divine Mercy Academy 

 
7th Grade Update 

Although Divine Mercy Academy is closed along with other schools in the state of Pennsylvania, we received 
this article. Please keep our students in your prayers as they transition to online learning. 

Divine Mercy Academy  
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Rev. Albert Zapf, Moderator, Team Ministry  
azapf@cdsmph.org 
 

Rev. Larry Adams, Team Ministry  
Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org  

 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 
tmiller@cdsmph.org 

 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 
rthompson@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 
mkelly@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 
rtucek@diopitt.org 
 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 
bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 
jbandish@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  
mbender@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 
ckarell@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 
jbrandl@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Melissa Busbey, Office Manager 
mbusbey@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 
ccowan@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Marlene V. Kopper, Dir. Faith Formation 
mkopper@cdsmph.org 

 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Admin. Assistant 
kdestefano@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Sandy  Baer, Secretary 
sbaer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Pat Cepec, Secretary 
pcepec@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Charlotte Dobrinsky, Secretary 
cdobrinsky@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Sacramental Secretary   
spalmieri@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Ginny Beck, Weekend Secretary 
gbeck@cdsmph.org 
 
 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance  
tjacob@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Leo Bickert, Maintenance  
lbickert@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. William Sterf, Maintenance  
bsterf@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  
ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Office Hours and Phones 

 
The Christ the Divine Shepherd Offices are closed until 

further notice due to the COVID-19 Virus. Should you need 
assistance please call 412-373-0050 and leave a message 

for Sandy or email parishoffice@cdsmph.org.   

Bulletin Communication Requests 
 

To submit a publication request for our Christ the Divine 
Shepherd Parish bulletin please email 

bulletin@cdsmph.org. Announcement request lengths 
should not be longer than 100 words and must be 

received before Friday at 12:00 noon the week prior to 
the weekend you would like your information published.  

 
Due to the bulletin printing schedule with our publisher 
please note this early deadline: 
 

Friday, March 27, 2020 for  
April 12, 2020 (Easter issue) 

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Pray for the Repose of Souls 

 

Betty Kral  
 Pearl Czegan  

Eugene Powers  
Margaret Fischer  

Barbara Leiendecker 
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