
Today’s Readings  

First Reading — As the prophet Samuel anointed David 
with oil, the spirit of the Lord rushed upon David  
(1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a). 
Psalm — The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want (Psalm 23). 
Second Reading — You who were once darkness are now 
light in the Lord (Ephesians 5:8-14). 
Gospel — The man who had been blind from birth 
proclaimed: The one called Jesus made clay with his saliva, 
anointed my eyes with it, and told me to wash  
(John 9:1-41 [1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]). 

Today’s Music  
 

Gathering Song: #452 Word and Song 
These Forty Days of Lent 
 

Preparation of the Gifts: #652 Word and Song 
Awake O Sleeper 
 

Communion: #541 Word and Song 
Take and Eat 
 

Sending Forth: #597 Word and Song 
All Hail the Power of Jesus Name 
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From Father Larry Adams   

Over the past few weeks, we’ve seen some truly extraordinary events in our world, 
our nation, and our local communities.  Some of these have had profound impact 
on the way that we practice our faith as Catholic Christians.  I thought I might take 
the opportunity to address some of the questions that you might have as the 
situation unfolds: 

 
 Why can’t I go to Mass and receive the Eucharist?  Is that even allowable? 

 
The Church reminds us that, as baptized Catholics, we really are priests in the Kingdom of God.  So, we 
have an obligation to attend Mass at church on Sundays and holydays in order to participate in the 
Sacrifice of the Eucharist.  The Church has lifted this obligation in the present circumstances.  However, 
as Catholics, we are still called to pray the liturgy!  Our priests offer the Mass privately, and at these 
Masses, we offer up the prayers and intentions of our people.  We can continue to pray the liturgy, even 
when we do it remotely through TV, radio, and internet broadcasts.  (We hope to be able to livestream 
some of these Masses in the near future.  Keep an eye on our website (www.cdsmph.org) for more 
information!) 
 
Although we cannot physically receive the Eucharist when praying along with a Mass on TV, we can pray 
an Act of Spiritual Communion, asking Jesus to grant us the spiritual blessings of the reception of the 
Eucharist.  One such prayer is as follows: 
 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I 
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

 Why has the bishop suspended the obligation to abstain from meat on Fridays in Lent? 
 
One of the realities that we’ve faced recently is a certain rash of shortages of certain foods.  The bishop 
isn’t telling us “please go eat meat on Fridays in Lent.”  Instead, he’s letting us know that, if we find it 
difficult or impossible to find ingredients for meatless meals on the Fridays in Lent, we should not feel 
pressured to have it impact our ability to eat in a healthy manner.  If you find that your choices of foods 
are limited on Friday, then please know that eating meat is an allowable option.  (Please attempt to 
follow the regulations for fasting and abstinence on Good Friday, though.) 

 Will Easter be cancelled? 
 
The celebrations of Holy Week will take place. However, at this time, it appears that we might not be 
able to gather in public celebrations of Holy Week liturgies.  Our priests will celebrate the liturgies of Holy 
Week, albeit in private.  So, Easter will happen, although in a way very unlike anything we’re accustomed 
to experiencing.  One note: since we are expecting to be unable to celebrate public Masses on Palm 
Sunday, we’re planning to bless palms at our private liturgies that day and then later make blessed palms 
available for you to pick up once we’re all available to gather together again.  Please check our website 
(www.cdsmph.org) and our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/ChristTheDivineShepherd) for more 
information as it becomes available!  

http://www.cdsmph.org
http://www.cdsmph.org
http://www.facebook.com/ChristTheDivineShepherd
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Parish Happenings  

April 5, 2020 is Palm Sunday when as a Church, we mark the beginning of Holy 
Week and commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, days 
before he was crucified. On Palm Sunday, we receive blessed palms at Mass and 
sing out "Hosanna to the son of David." This year there will be no public Mass on 
Palm Sunday due to the COVID-19 virus, but our priests will still be celebrating a 
private Mass and will be blessing palms. Later when we are all able to gather 
again, these blessed branches will be available at our churches for you to pick up 
and take to your homes and display in a special place. We will announce the date 
and times in a future bulletin.  

Congratulations to new Eagle Scouts Andrew 
Nicolazzo and Tad Horomanski of Troop 184 in 
Monroeville. Both young men attended NAM School 
and are altar servers. Both Andrew and Tad are high 
honor students at Gateway High School and in the 
GHS Marching Band.  Andrew’s project was building 
a computer lab at the Kim Parsons Library in Pitcairn. 
Tad collected donations from parishioners to buy 
supplies for NAM’s sister parish, St Paul’s Catholic 
Church in in Crownpoint, NM. Our parish family is 
blessed to have outstanding young parishioners.   

Congratulations  

Christ the Divine Shepherd Women’s Guild has 
rescheduled their Luncheon/Fashion Show to 
Sunday, September 27, 2020. It will still be held at 
Edgewood Country Club in the Main Ballroom. 
Further information will follow at a later date. 
 

Spring Luncheon Rescheduled 

Stay in Touch  

Keeping our community active is vital for spiritual formation and koinonia. While 
we are always connected through the Body of Christ, our technology provides a 
means for interaction and continued growth in these unprecedented times. Our 
community already makes use of Facebook and a website. Please like us on 
Facebook at  ChristTheDivineShepherd, to continue to be connected in our 
community during this time. We will be posting important updates on Facebook 
along with on our website at www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org.  If you would like 
to receive a digital copy of the bulletin each week, email bulletin@cdsmph.org.  

Palm Sunday 

With the cancelation of Masses at the Parish due to 
COVID-19, many of you are probably wondering 
what will happen if you had a Mass intention 
scheduled.  If you would like one of the priests to 
fulfill the intention in their private Masses, please 
email bulletin@cdsmph.org. If you would like a Mass 
intention rescheduled, members our parish staff will 
work with you to have the intention on a future date. 

Mass Intentions to be Rescheduled 

A reminder in compliance with the requests of 
governmental leaders and sound medical practices, 
parishes must cancel all scheduled events until 
further notice.  All events at Christ the Divine 
Shepherd Parish are canceled for March and April.  

Parish Events and Activities Canceled 
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We want to hear from you! 

Please email your answers to the questions below to bulletin@cdsmph.org 
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Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: 412-456-3093  (Office) 1-888- 808-1235 (Hot Line)  
PA Child Line:  1-800-932-0313   

Bishop David Zubik has released his Pastoral Letter: “The Other Side of Corona”  

In his letter, the Bishop invites people to reflect on a hope-filled definition of the word 
“corona”.   For Catholics, the word corona traditionally means the crown of Mary, 
Mother of Jesus.  “Corona is a sign that God is with us through everything we 
experience in life, wherever we are, whatever we do, whoever we are! We are never 
alone,” Bishop Zubik said.  
  
The Bishop also calls people to think of this time as an opportunity to pray most 
fervently.  “A time of dramatic action that affects our daily lives—closure of business, 
working from home, cancellation of school, a suspension of most Church activities, 
particularly the celebration of public Masses—and even a self-quarantine or the loss of 
employment—is an opportunity to deepen our relationship with Jesus,” he said.  
  
“The Other Side of Corona” highlights examples of prayers that focus on asking God for support and healing, 
including that “God may protect us from a spread of the virus.  That God may extend His love and care for 
others through us, and that God may comfort all of us whose lives are disrupted in the path of the virus.”  
  
In the letter, Bishop Zubik refers to having to make an announcement on March 15, 2020, that “broke his 
heart”; suspending public Mass in the Diocese of Pittsburgh until further notice in an effort to follow health 
guidelines and protect people from the spread of COVID-19.  “As painful as it is to be deprived of the Mass, we 
are followers of the Great Physician who would never want us to risk making others seriously ill,” the Bishop 
said.   
  
A variety of alternative ways to pray, worship, and live the Catholic faith are also included in the Pastoral 
Letter.  It can be downloaded at our website ChristtheDivineShepherd.org.  

 

As of March 24, our monthly 
SAM Rosary for Recovery 
and meetings will be on hold 
until further notice due to 
the Covid-19 outbreak.  Our 
team will pray the Rosary on 
the third Wednesday of the 

month at 7:00PM from our homes and we 
encourage you to join us in prayer at that time.  God 
Bless you all.  

SAM – Substance Addiction Ministry 

Bishop Zubik is dispensing from the obligation to 
abstain from meat on Lenten Fridays with the 
exception of Good Friday.  “As you are aware, many 
of the shelves and cases in our supermarkets are 
sparse if not empty,”  Bishop Zubik stated. “This is a 
time when pastoral necessity has informed my 
decision.”    

Abstaining from Meat on Fridays 

Around the Diocese 
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With a continuing commitment to protect health and safety due to coronavirus (COVID-19) concerns, and in 
the wake of suspending all public Masses in the diocese until further notice, today Bishop Zubik issued 

directives regarding sacraments and other parish activities. The following guidelines are effective 
immediately and until further notice: 

  
Baptism 

The celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism, outside of Mass, is permitted.  In order to limit any potential 
spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19) to a vulnerable population, only a small private family baptism should 

be held. Multiple baptisms of several children from different families is not permitted. All state and local 
government-imposed restrictions on the number of people at public gatherings are to be obeyed. 

  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

RCIA Instructors will communicate with those preparing to be received in the church with further details.  
  

Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Communion 
Dates for First Reconciliation and First Communion at Christ the Divine Shepherd will be determined in the 

future depending on the circumstances surrounding the coronavirus. 
  

Sacrament of Confirmation 
The Confirmation date for Christ the Divine Shepherd will be determined in the future depending on 

circumstances surrounding the coronavirus. 
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Light is on for You, scheduled for April 1, 2020 has been cancelled. Christ the Divine Shepherd will offer 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation; times and location will be announced soon. Health guidelines regarding 

social distancing will be followed.   
  

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is suspended until further notice. Priests will 

offer Anointing of the Sick on an individual basis following health and safety guidelines related to 
coronavirus. 

  

Funerals and Weddings 
Until further notice, weddings and funerals may proceed but attendance should be limited to immediate 

family. All state and local government-imposed restrictions on the number of people at public gatherings are 
to be obeyed.  

 
 

“During this time of unknowns, concerns about access to the sacraments have created anxiety among the 
faithful. We will be working to reassure people and help them with ways to live and strengthen their faith 
during this unprecedented time. I continue to ask all of us to come together in prayer, especially with the 

intercession of the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph to guide and protect us,” - Bishop Zubik  
 

Sacraments in the wake of COVID-19 

Sacraments  
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Rev. Albert Zapf, Moderator, Team Ministry  
azapf@cdsmph.org 
 

Rev. Larry Adams, Team Ministry  
Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org  

 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 
tmiller@cdsmph.org 

 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 
rthompson@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 
mkelly@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 
rtucek@diopitt.org 
 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 
bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 
jbandish@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  
mbender@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 
ckarell@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 
jbrandl@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Melissa Busbey, Office Manager 
mbusbey@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 
ccowan@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Marlene V. Kopper, Dir. Faith Formation 
mkopper@cdsmph.org 

 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Admin. Assistant 
kdestefano@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Sandy  Baer, Secretary 
sbaer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Pat Cepec, Secretary 
pcepec@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Charlotte Dobrinsky, Secretary 
cdobrinsky@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Sacramental Secretary   
spalmieri@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Ginny Beck, Weekend Secretary 
gbeck@cdsmph.org 
 
 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance  
tjacob@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Leo Bickert, Maintenance  
lbickert@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. William Sterf, Maintenance  
bsterf@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  
ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Office Hours and Phones 

 
The Christ the Divine Shepherd Offices are closed until 

further notice due to the COVID-19 Virus. Should you need 
assistance please call 412-373-0050 and leave a message 

for Sandy or email parishoffice@cdsmph.org.   

Bulletin Communication Requests 
 

To submit a publication request for our Christ the Divine 
Shepherd Parish bulletin please email 

bulletin@cdsmph.org. Announcement request lengths 
should not be longer than 100 words and must be 

received before Friday at 12:00 noon the week prior to 
the weekend you would like your information published.  

 

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Pray for the Repose of Souls 

 

Angela Bliss  
Elaine Del Grosso  
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