
Today’s Readings  

First Reading — As the prophet Samuel anointed David 
with oil, the spirit of the Lord rushed upon David  
(1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a). 
Psalm — The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want (Psalm 23). 
Second Reading — You who were once darkness are now 
light in the Lord (Ephesians 5:8-14). 
Gospel — The man who had been blind from birth 
proclaimed: The one called Jesus made clay with his saliva, 
anointed my eyes with it, and told me to wash  
(John 9:1-41 [1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]). 

Today’s Music  
 

Gathering Song: #452 Word and Song 
These Forty Days of Lent 
 

Preparation of the Gifts: #652 Word and Song 
Awake O Sleeper 
 

Communion: #541 Word and Song 
Take and Eat 
 

Sending Forth: #597 Word and Song 
All Hail the Power of Jesus Name 
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From Father Al Zapf    

This year as we begin Holy Week, 
it seems somewhat surreal. Most 
of us have stood here on other 
occasions.  The beginning place is 
always the same.  We meet Christ 
on the Mt. Of Olives returning 

from Bethany with his disciples and proceeding of his 
own free will towards His holy and blessed passion, to 
complete the mystery of salvation.    
 And even though we know it is real, and the Lord 
Jesus saves us, this year we are confronted with the 
Coronavirus which delays our joy of this day and this 
week. 
            He is going up to Jerusalem as the spotless lamb, 
which takes away the sins of the world. 
 He comes without pomp or ceremony, but in 
humility. The people welcome him into Jerusalem by 
covering His path with their garments and with palm 
branches. 
 As we go on we know that the week leads to the 
Last Supper, then to betrayal, denial, and crucifixion. 
 Many people there assembled on that Good 
Friday, that fateful day.  A few of them were the Jewish 
leaders who had planned and pushed for the crucifixion 
of Jesus. Some in the crowd were the Roman soldiers 
who did the actual crucifying.  But most in the crowd 
were the observers, some of them sympathetic, others 
only curious.  Finally there were his friends who stood at 
a distance and watched the tragedy unfold. 
 What I am wondering is where we might see 
ourselves in that picture?  If we take our places at 
Golgotha, the place of the skull, where do we stand? 
 We cannot identify with those Jewish leaders 
who wanted Jesus dead.  Their hatred and fear of him 
seems totally foreign to us.   Neither do we see ourselves 
among the soldiers who drove nails in his hands.  That 
kind of brutality is, for us, almost inconceivable.   
 Nor do we belong to the crowd of mere 
onlookers.  Our reason for being there is more than just 
a morbid curiosity.  And our interest in the man who 
died there is more than just a passing sympathy.  Mary, 
and Mary Magdalene and John, the beloved disciple 
stood at the foot of the cross. We probably don’t belong 
there either.  For most of us, that would be a bit too 
close for comfort. 
 Our place would probably be with all of his 
friends who were standing at a distance watching.    That 
is our chosen crowd.  They were his friends, so are we.  

They cared about his suffering; so do we.  They were 
near enough to show their concern, and still far enough 
to feel safe. 
 In terms of time we stand at a safe distance from 
the cross of Christ, Almost 2 millennia, 2000 years. In 
terms of space, we stand at a safe distance, about 2000 
miles. 
 We stand at a safe distance in terms of 
involvement.  We believe in Christ.  We are grateful for 
the sacrifice he made in our behalf. But most of the time 
most of us do not want to get too close to the cross.  We 
know that if we do, it will disturb us.  We want to be 
Christian but we also want to be comfortable.  But 
whatever the cross represents, we are here to honor it. 
 The words of Jesus on the cross give us a better 
understanding of this God- man.   He says of the 
torturers and taunters: FATHER FORGIVE THEM FOR 
THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO. Jesus then cried out, 
“MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU ABANDONED ME?”      
Then as his mother and the Beloved Disciple stand by, he 
says to John, ‘Behold your mother’, and to his mother, 
‘Behold your son’, as he gave his mother to us, and us to 
his mother to watch over each other.  Then he says to 
the Good thief, ‘THIS DAY YOU WILL BE WITH ME IN 
PARADISE’.  As he suffered, he said, “I AM THIRSTY’, as 
he thirsted not only physically, but spiritually for the 
welfare of all to come to him and to be forgiven.  As he 
neared his death, he said, ‘IT IS FINISHED’.  Jesus had 
finished his work he had come to complete here on 
earth, for the glory of God.  Then he said ‘FATHER, INTO 
YOUR HANDS I COMMEND MY SPIRIT’, and he bowed his 
head and died.  
 Joe Masefield wrote a play called the Trial of 
Jesus.  He portrayed a conversation between Pilate’s 
wife, and the Roman centurion who supervised the 
crucifixion.  Pilate’s wife said, “Do you think he is dead?”  
The centurion answered, “No lady, I don’t.”  Pilate’s wife 
said, “Then where is he?”   The centurion said, “Let loose 
in the world, lady, where neither Roman nor Jew can 
stop his truth.” 
 That truth is still in our world, and inescapable in 
our lives.  The cross confronts our comfortable 
Christianity.  But let us take up our cross, and follow in 
His footsteps, for today, on Palm Sunday we do sing 
‘blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the highest’, and we prepare to celebrate his 
wondrous RESURRECTION IN JUST ONE WEEK. God bless 
you all. Love, Fr. Al Zapf and our caring TEAM and STAFF.  



Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion  

 

Parish Happenings  

Today, is Palm Sunday when as a Church, we mark the 
beginning of Holy Week and commemorates the 
triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, days before 
he was crucified. Normally, we  would receive blessed 
palms at Mass and sing out "Hosanna to the son of 
David." Our priests will still be celebrating a private 
Mass and will be blessing palms. Later when we are all 
able to gather again, these blessed branches will be 
available at our churches for you to pick up and take 
to your homes and display in a special place. We will 
announce the date and times in a future bulletin.  

We are currently working on getting a livestream set 
up for our Holy Week and Easter liturgies. Please 
watch our website and Facebook for updates.  

Live Stream  

Please like us on Facebook at  
ChristTheDivineShepherd, to continue to be 
connected in our community during this time. We 
will be posting important updates on Facebook along 
with on our website at 
www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org.  If you would like 
to receive a digital copy of the bulletin each week, 
email bulletin@cdsmph.org.  

Stay in Touch 

Palm Sunday 

Spiritual Communion  
It has long been a Catholic understanding that when circumstances prevent one 
from receiving Holy Communion, it is possible to make an Act of Spiritual 
Communion, which is a source of grace. Spiritual Communion is an ardent desire 
to receive Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament and lovingly embrace him at a time or 
in circumstances when one cannot receive Him in sacramental Communion. The 
most common reason for making an Act of Spiritual Communion is when a person 
cannot attend Mass. Acts of Spiritual Communion increase our desire to receive 
sacramental Communion and help us avoid the sins that would make us unable to receive Holy Communion 
worthily. 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love you above all things and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 

Come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace you as if you were already there 

And unite myself wholly to you.  
Never permit me to be separated from you. 

Amen. 
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Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: 412-456-3093  (Office) 1-888- 808-1235 (Hot Line)  
PA Child Line:  1-800-932-0313   

Bishop's Coronavirus Emergency Fund and Online Giving Announced 

 The Diocese of Pittsburgh and its parishes are feeling the negative impact due 
to a sharp decline in weekly offertory donations since the suspension of public Masses 
because of government restrictions associated with the coronavirus.  To help Catholics 
support their local parishes, the Diocese of Pittsburgh is working with them to set up 
online donation areas on their individual websites. People will also be able to donate to 
parishes, schools, or diocesan ministries of their choice, at the main diocesan 
website: https://www.diopitt.org/help, with an option for one-time or recurring gifts. 
People who prefer traditional means will still be able to mail financial gifts to their 
parishes.  
 Donations to The Bishop’s Coronavirus Emergency Fund will provide an extra 
layer of financial support to parishes that are struggling. Funding will also help our 
Catholic schools, and staffing necessary to support the mission of the Church. 
 “Our website partners at eCatholic tell me that parishes in other areas that have been using the 
eGiving platform receive 40-60% of their collections online. Those parishes have been able to maintain or even 
increase their funding through this health crisis.  Here in our diocese, only about 10% of our parishes are set 
up for online giving. We are blessed to have generous people in Pittsburgh who want to give. We need to work 
quickly to make it easy and safe for more people to do so,” said Jennifer Antkowiak, Executive Director of 
Communications and Community Relations. 
 Administrators are having to make difficult decisions regarding staffing and services in an effort to 
manage many financial challenges. Diocesan pastoral staff is already working with parishes and parish 
groupings to provide resources for successful business plan assistance. Cost-cutting methods, including layoffs 
at the parish and diocesan level may be needed.  
 “Suspending public Masses in our diocese was a heartbreaking decision from a spiritual standpoint.  It 
was also frightening from a financial standpoint, yet it was a needed decision for the health and safety of our 
community. That was the priority,” Bishop David Zubik said. “Like other Catholic dioceses around the country, 
we have been experiencing a decline in Mass attendance, and offertory collections for months.  I knew that 
suspending Masses would create an even greater financial strain but given the nature of the health threat 
posed by COVID-19, it was the right thing to do.”  
 In an effort to provide spiritual care, the diocese and many individual parishes are moving Masses and 
prayer services online, with live stream and recording viewing options. “As a pastor, my biggest concern is that 
some people are perceiving that God has turned His back on us, and so we should turn our back on 
Him.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  He is with us through it all, working to give us a greater 
understanding as a Church, of what others are experiencing,” Bishop Zubik said.  “ With God as our Father, just 
like any family, we will work together to navigate through these challenges. I thank everyone, in advance, for 
their support.” 

Around the Diocese 
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With a continuing commitment to protect health and safety due to coronavirus (COVID-19) concerns, and in 
the wake of suspending all public Masses in the diocese until further notice, today Bishop Zubik issued 

directives regarding sacraments and other parish activities. The following guidelines are effective 
immediately and until further notice: 

  
Baptism 

The celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism, outside of Mass, is permitted.  In order to limit any potential 
spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19) to a vulnerable population, only a small private family baptism should 

be held. Multiple baptisms of several children from different families is not permitted. All state and local 
government-imposed restrictions on the number of people at public gatherings are to be obeyed. 

  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

RCIA Instructors will communicate with those preparing to be received in the church with further details.  
  

Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Communion 
Dates for First Reconciliation and First Communion at Christ the Divine Shepherd will be determined in the 

future depending on the circumstances surrounding the coronavirus. 
  

Sacrament of Confirmation 
The Confirmation date for Christ the Divine Shepherd will be determined in the future depending on 

circumstances surrounding the coronavirus. 
  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Light is on for You, scheduled for April 1, 2020 has been cancelled. Christ the Divine Shepherd will offer 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation; times and location will be announced soon. Health guidelines regarding 

social distancing will be followed.   
  

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
Communal celebration of the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is suspended until further notice. Priests will 

offer Anointing of the Sick on an individual basis following health and safety guidelines related to 
coronavirus. 

  

Funerals and Weddings 
Until further notice, weddings and funerals may proceed but attendance should be limited to immediate 

family. All state and local government-imposed restrictions on the number of people at public gatherings are 
to be obeyed.  

 
 

“During this time of unknowns, concerns about access to the sacraments have created anxiety among the 
faithful. We will be working to reassure people and help them with ways to live and strengthen their faith 
during this unprecedented time. I continue to ask all of us to come together in prayer, especially with the 

intercession of the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph to guide and protect us,” - Bishop Zubik  
 

Sacraments in the wake of COVID-19 

Sacraments  
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Rev. Albert Zapf, Moderator, Team Ministry  
azapf@cdsmph.org 
 

Rev. Larry Adams, Team Ministry  
Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org  

 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 
tmiller@cdsmph.org 

 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 
rthompson@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 
mkelly@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 
rtucek@diopitt.org 
 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 
bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 
jbandish@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  
mbender@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 
ckarell@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 
jbrandl@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Melissa Busbey, Office Manager 
mbusbey@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 
ccowan@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Marlene V. Kopper, Dir. Faith Formation 
mkopper@cdsmph.org 

 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Admin. Assistant 
kdestefano@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Sandy  Baer, Secretary 
sbaer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Pat Cepec, Secretary 
pcepec@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Charlotte Dobrinsky, Secretary 
cdobrinsky@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Sacramental Secretary   
spalmieri@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Ginny Beck, Weekend Secretary 
gbeck@cdsmph.org 
 
 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance  
tjacob@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Leo Bickert, Maintenance  
lbickert@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. William Sterf, Maintenance  
bsterf@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  
ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Office Hours and Phones 

 
The Christ the Divine Shepherd Offices are closed until 

further notice due to the COVID-19 Virus. Should you need 
assistance please call 412-373-0050 and leave a message 

for Sandy or email parishoffice@cdsmph.org.   

Bulletin Communication Requests 
 

To submit a publication request for our Christ the Divine 
Shepherd Parish bulletin please email 

bulletin@cdsmph.org. Announcement request lengths 
should not be longer than 100 words and must be 

received before Friday at 12:00 noon the week prior to 
the weekend you would like your information published.  

 

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Pray for the Repose of Souls 

 
Stephen Rusvarsky  

 
 

Please visit our website (ChristtheDivineShepherd.org) for links to 
obituaries of those members of our parish community who have 

passed away.  
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