
Today’s Readings  

First Reading — Peter is an eyewitness: The Lord is 
risen (Acts 10:34a, 37-43). 
Psalm — This is the day the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad (Psalm 118). 
Second Reading — Christ our Passover is sacri-ficed; 
therefore let us celebrate (1 Corinthians 5:6b-8). 
Gospel — Three witnesses, Mary, Peter, and John; each 
responds to the empty tomb (John 20:1-9)  

Today’s Music  
 

Gathering Song:  
Christ is Risen from the Dead 
 

Preparation of the Gifts:  
Lord I Need You 
 

Communion:  
I Will Rise 
 

Sending Forth:  
How Great is Our God  
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From Father Al Zapf    

JESUS knew what He was doing 
when He allowed Lazarus to 
die. He knew what He was 
doing at the Last Supper. He 
knew what He was doing when 
He went to the cross.  As He lay 

down His life, so others could raise Him up on the 
Cross, He was at the same time defeating death and 
sin. Jesus always knew what He's doing. It was all to 
show His glory and to defeat the evil one. We must 
believe that He has everything under control so that 
we can rise above our circumstances and let His glory 
be shown even now.  

        The risen Lord himself appears to Mary 
Magdalene, and while at first glance she does not 
recognize him, she quickly comes to realize that Jesus 
has indeed risen from the dead and she runs to the 
rest of the disciples to proclaim the good news. 
Mary's movement from confusion to peace and joy in 
the risen Lord is one that hopefully has taken place in 
our lives.                                                

  Sure the world we live in today is different 
than it has ever been before, now in the midst of the 
CORONAVIRUS (COVID 19) pandemic, which has been 
able to cause illness and death in so many places. As 
an Easter People, we know that God still does know 
what He is doing, as He enables the many scientists 
to discover cures, and as people step up to reach out 
to our brothers and sisters across the globe. This evil 
too will be submitted to the holiness and power of 
the Risen Lord when it is in God’s infinite wisdom and 
care deemed ready, in God’s TIME.  One can only 
wonder why the Risen Lord doesn’t just wipe it all 
out. We have seen many times throughout the Bible 
that God works in His own time and way, as He did at 
the Great Flood with Noah, as He did at allowing 
Lazarus to die, and later JESUS raised him up; and as 
He did allowing His only Son Jesus to suffer, even 
though the Father heard the Son praying in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, as Jesus said, ‘Father if it be 
your will take this cup (of suffering) away from me, 
but not my will but your will be done’.  God always 
has a plan, and it is for ultimate salvation of the 

world. We are in a time of need for repentance, and 
turning back to God with prayer and humble hearts, 
but also of respecting all of LIFE.  

         Today we celebrate the most significant event in 
the history of the world: JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN 
TODAY, ALLELUIA.  This unique occurrence has 
personal significance for everyone because it means 
that each one of us is now enabled to rise to new life. 
We can easily visualize the events of that first Easter 
Morning because they are described so well in the 
extract from the Gospel. 

           The long journey of Lent has been completed 
and we have reached our present spiritual goal, 
which is Easter, the Resurrection, as Jesus Christ is 
Risen as he truly said, Alleluia! Alleluia! . 

 Jesus promised all of us a share of His life if 
we are willing to embrace it. Easter was a time of 
surprise and joy for the first disciples.  Mary 
Magdalene and others were the first to know of the 
risen Lord, and to find the empty tomb. Now all 
around us are signs of new life. The flowers are 
blooming, the bright colors are all around us, the 
music is uplifting, and we rejoice. 



Easter Sunday 

 

From Father Al Zapf    

 Bunnies and eggs, and butterflies are a few 
symbols of new life, the new life given because Jesus 
Christ rose from the dead. I remember many days of 
coloring eggs and helping to decorate the home with 
my family, and Easter is a time of wearing our Sunday 
best, and sharing our joy with those around us. 

 The Easter Candle is a symbol of the presence 
of the Risen Lord. During these next 50 days of the 
Easter Season, the candle remains in the sanctuary, 
near the altar, until Pentecost 

            By now we all know that we are together-- 
apart.  In our diocese we celebrated Holy Week 
together in faith, but apart as we SAFE DISTANCE 
from one another because of the COVID-19, 
Coronavirus. Many of our parishes have begun live-
streaming of liturgies, which means we have taped 
the events and they were able to be viewed as they 
were happening live, or later including Palm Sunday, 
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil, and 
Easter Sunday. If you want to watch these they can 
be found on our parish website.  

 Even though we may not have been able to be 
together for the celebration of Easter, CHRIST IS 
RISEN, risen as He truly said, Alleluia. This day 
perhaps we can read a Gospel story of the 
Resurrection at home with the family, or also watch 
Easter mass on TV or on a live-streaming channel of 
your choice. And it is still the time to celebrate with 
family and foods, depending or their location, and of 
course at safe social-distancing, with Paschal foods, 
colored eggs, seasonal flowers, and of course our 
Easter clothes, which lighten our spirits and give us 
cheer.  

 Easter reminds us that God always wins. God 
is GOOD, ALL THE TIME, no matter what the world is 
experiencing around us. Thanks God for Easter, as 
YOU lift our spirits with hope of the Resurrection in 
our lives. We look forward to really having a great 
celebration in CHURCH soon. God bless all of you, 
from Fr. Larry, Fr. Thom, Fr. Rick, Fr. Faustine, Deacon 
Mike, Deacon Rick, and Fr. Al+ 

 

It has long been a Catholic understanding that when circumstances 
prevent one from receiving Holy Communion, it is possible to make 
an Act of Spiritual Communion, which is a source of grace. Spiritual 
Communion is an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Most Holy 
Sacrament and lovingly embrace him at a time or in circumstances 
when one cannot receive Him in sacramental Communion. The 
most common reason for making an Act of Spiritual Communion is 
when a person cannot attend Mass. Acts of Spiritual Communion 
increase our desire to receive sacramental Communion and help us 
avoid the sins that would make us unable to receive Holy 
Communion worthily. 
 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive you in 
my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 

Come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace you as if you were already there 

And unite myself wholly to you.  
Never permit me to be separated from you. 

Amen. 

Spiritual Communion 
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Parish Happenings  

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;  Mt 28:8-15 

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22; Jn 20:11-18 

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Lk 24:13-35 

Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab, 5-9; Lk 24:35-48 

Friday:  Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a; Jn 21:1-14 

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-21; Mk 16:9-15 

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 1 Pt 1:3-9; Jn 20:19-31 

Watch Mass from Christ the Divine Shepherd 
Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, and Friday Live at 
9:30am. Check out our website and Facebook page  
for the live link.  Don’t worry if you missed a 
broadcast you can check them out on our Youtube 
page, linked through our website.  

Live Stream  

Please like us on Facebook at  
ChristTheDivineShepherd, to continue to be 
connected in our community during this time. We 
will be posting important updates on Facebook along 
with on our website at 
www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org.  If you would like 
to receive a digital copy of the bulletin each week, 
email bulletin@cdsmph.org.  

Stay in Touch 

Readings for the Week  

THE EASTER OCTAVE 
Sunday, April 5 - Sunday, April 12, 2020 

 
 Eastertime lasts fifty days: seven weeks of seven days (seven equals Biblical perfection) plus one day: 
perfection plus! Like an eight-day Jewish wedding, or a child who can’t bear to let go of Christmas, birthdays, 

and school vacation, the Church celebrates the Easter Octave: “the marriage of heaven and earth,” as the Vigil 
calls Jesus’ resurrection; our new members’ baptismal rebirth; our renewal of baptismal vows; our hearts’ 

“divine vacation” (Latin vacare, “to be empty”), newfound time and space for love of God and neighbor. Make 
home an Easter garden! Adorn the dining table with a pillar candle (your “paschal candle”), a bowl full of water 

(ideally, from the parish’s baptismal font), a vase of flowers or bowl of sprouting grain with Easter eggs. Even 
non-singers can handle the three-fold Gospel Alleluia! Let that be your grace before meals, perhaps with a 

prayer recalling Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35): “Be known to us, Risen Lord Jesus, as you were to the first disciples, 
in your word, in the breaking of bread, and in everyone we meet.” 

With the cancelation of public Masses at the Parish due to COVID-19, many of you are probably wondering 
what will happen if you had a Mass intention scheduled.  If you would like one of the priests to fulfill the 
intention in their private Masses, please email bulletin@cdsmph.org. If you would like a Mass intention 
rescheduled, members our parish staff will work with you when our offices reopen to schedule a new date. 

Mass Intentions  
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Praise Letter 2020 

He is risen!   Even though we may not be able to be together for Holy Week and especially Easter, His rising 
did happen and we can celebrate it by watching Mass on TV or your computer.  His church is not brick and 
mortar, His church is you, me and all His children.  May the blessings of this holy season of Easter be upon all 
Christians everywhere. 
This is the season of rebirth.  Just as all of nature continues in its cycle and is reborn, may we all become 
reborn again in Jesus Christ.  May we shed our heavy burdens of sin and give ourselves over to God. 
Keep in your prayers Pope Francis.  May he continue to guide the Church through these hard times with faith, 
trust and wisdom.   May he not be afraid to go to where the Holy Spirit takes him.  Also, pray along with him 
for his April intentions: for freedom from addiction; that those suffering from addiction may be helped and 
accompanied 
Also pray for Bishop Zubik, and all the priests of our grouping and for all the leaders of the church.  We need 
strong leaders to guide us, pray that the Holy Spirit will come to them, give them the strength and wisdom 
they need to lead us in truth, faith and goodness. 
Pray for the intercession of the saints, in particular St. Bernadine of Siena, patron saint of those with 
respiratory problems, St. Albert, patron saint of scientists, Sts. Cosmas and Damian, patron saints of 
physicians, St. Catherine of Siena, patron saint of nurses and Sts. Stanislaus, Bernadette, Mark, Louis de 
Montfort, Catherine of Siena, Marguerite d’Youville, Damian, Anselm and all the martyrs for your needs and 
the needs of others.   
During these unprecedented times where the whole world is afflicted,  please pray for: 
 those in the medical field, doctors, nurses, aides, technicians, dieticians, visiting nurses and aides and all 

hospital staff  while they work tirelessly to care for others and continuously put themselves in danger- 
may the Holy Spirit guide them to heal and strengthen them to continue to care for the sick. 

 all researchers and scientists - that the Holy Spirit will guide them with wisdom to find a cure 
 all the EMTs, police, firefighters, military - that God will keep them safe and hold them up. 
 all those working in supermarkets, pharmacies, public transportation, mail and delivery service, 

warehouses and distribution centers and restaurants - that others will treat them with respect and that 
God will continue to keep them strong. 

 all those who have been laid off from there jobs whether permanently or temporarily and all the small 
businesses that have been affected by the pandemic - keep them uplifted and full of hope for brighter, 
successful days ahead. 

 all those who have contracted the virus - that God sends a speedy and complete recovery 
 all those who have died from the virus - that God will have mercy on their souls and grant consolation to 

their loved ones. 
 all those who are isolated or quarantined - may they be blessed with hope and resilience. 
 all those who are caring for loved ones that are sick - that God will bless them with compassion 
 for all world leaders, that they will listen to the medical advisors and do what needs to be done to stop 

the spread of the virus in order to protect all people. 
 
Dear Lord, our rock and our salvation, lead us speedily from despair to hope, from fear to trust.   May all 

humankind appreciate the strength in unity and lead our world to rid itself of the divisions of hate and 

prejudice.  May we all make tremendous use of this time to reflect and realize on what’s important.  

 

From the Ladies of  Charity  
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From the Ladies of  Charity  

Pray for all the children of the world.  May they know love and kindness and most of all God.  Pray that one 

day soon, none of them will be wanting for their basic needs of food, shelter, clothing or medical care.  Keep 

them in your prayers as their education continues at home.  May they continue to learn with their parents 

and/or with on-line classes with their teachers.   

Pray for all people who are victims of poverty, hatred, war, violence and persecution, human trafficking, 

hunger, addiction and abuse.  Please pray that we all try to reach out to help someone less fortunate.  May 

these victims have faith and know that God will not abandon them.  May they know the peace of God. 

Please pray for all of those returning home after serving our country.  May they come home to love and 

understanding.  May their loved ones be patient and supportive as they begin to live a life of normalcy again.  

May their jobs be waiting for them upon their return.  Keep in your prayers those that are still serving 

overseas.  May God keep them safe until they return home.   

Pray for this earth we live on.  God gave us this place to live, enjoy and work and little by little it is being 

destroyed.  May we do all we can to ensure the beauty and safety of it and all God’s creatures for future 

generations.     
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Rev. Albert Zapf, Moderator, Team Ministry  
azapf@cdsmph.org 
 

Rev. Larry Adams, Team Ministry  
Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org  

 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 
tmiller@cdsmph.org 

 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 
rthompson@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 
mkelly@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 
rtucek@diopitt.org 
 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 
bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 
jbandish@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  
mbender@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 
ckarell@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 
jbrandl@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Melissa Busbey, Office Manager 
mbusbey@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 
ccowan@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Marlene V. Kopper, Dir. Faith Formation 
mkopper@cdsmph.org 

 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Admin. Assistant 
kdestefano@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Sandy  Baer, Secretary 
sbaer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Pat Cepec, Secretary 
pcepec@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Charlotte Dobrinsky, Secretary 
cdobrinsky@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Sacramental Secretary   
spalmieri@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Ginny Beck, Weekend Secretary 
gbeck@cdsmph.org 
 
 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance  
tjacob@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Leo Bickert, Maintenance  
lbickert@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. William Sterf, Maintenance  
bsterf@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  
ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Office Hours and Phones 

 
The Christ the Divine Shepherd Offices are closed until 

further notice due to the COVID-19 Virus. Should you need 
assistance please call 412-373-0050 and leave a message 

for Sandy or email parishoffice@cdsmph.org.   

Bulletin Communication Requests 
 

To submit a publication request for our Christ the Divine 
Shepherd Parish bulletin please email 

bulletin@cdsmph.org. Announcement request lengths 
should not be longer than 100 words and must be 

received before Friday at 12:00 noon the week prior to 
the weekend you would like your information published.  

 

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Pray for the Repose of Souls 

 
Robert Reynolds 

Robert Kalina 

Joseph Scaro  

Michael Ventrone  

Walter Szramowski Jr  

 

Please visit our website (ChristtheDivineShepherd.org) for links to 
obituaries of those members of our parish community who have 

passed away.  
 

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org  ChristTheDivineShepherd 


