
Today’s Readings  

First Reading — The people of Samaria accepted the word 
of God preached by Philip; they received the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 8:5-8, 14-17). 
Psalm 66 — Let all the earth cry out to God with joy  
Second Reading — Act with gentleness and reverence 
toward all, so that when you are maligned those who 
defame you will be the ones put to shame (1 Peter 3:15-
18) or 1 Peter 4:13-16. 
Gospel — I will not leave you orphans, but will come to 
you (John 14:15-21). 

Today’s Music  
 

Gathering Song:  
Blessed Be Your Name 
 

Preparation of the Gifts:  
You are Mine 
 

Communion:  
Living Hope 
 

Sending Forth:  
Shine Jesus Shine  

 

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org  ChristTheDivineShepherd 
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From Father Larry Adams 

Recently, I’ve had email and 
text conversations with 
parishioners of CDS, and 
they’ve been really good 
discussions with great 

questions!  I thought I’d share two of the issues 
that were raised in these discussions… 

One person mentioned to me that “it looks like St 
Bernadette is going to be the main church.”  That 
caught my attention, and in the ensuing 
conversation, what came out was the notion that, 
since we use St Bernadette as the location for our 
live-stream Masses, it must be our “main” church 
and all others will become “satellite” churches.  
“How was St Bernadette chosen as the site of our 
live-stream Masses?” is absolutely a great 
question, so I thought that I might provide a little 
background on that choice: 

When we decided to attempt live-stream Masses, 
our original intent was to live-stream from each of 
our six church buildings. However, we soon found 
that three of our church buildings did not have a Wi
-Fi signal or wired internet connectivity in the 
church, such that we wouldn’t be able to transmit a 
Mass from there.  So, we live-streamed from the 
remaining three church buildings.  Based on 
feedback from those who were tuning in to the live 
streams, we discovered that the Wi-Fi signals were 
insufficient at two of the sites, but that the signal 
from the church at the St Bernadette site was 
working well.  Then, we discovered that we could 
tap into the church’s sound system and feed it 
directly into the iPhone that was doing the live-
streaming.  So, since we had both audio and video 
feeds with significantly better quality at that 
location, we decided to standardize on that 
location. 

More to the point, there is no “main” church at 
Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish.  All of our 
churches are beloved by our parishioners and 
clergy, and no one church is “main” and the others 
“satellites.” 

Other folks have asked about our plans for “re-
opening”, now that Governor Wolf has declared 
that Allegheny County will go into “yellow” phase 
on Friday, May 15.  We’ve been looking at the issue 
with a great deal of care, and we’re attempting to 
make plans in an situation that still has more 
questions than answers.   As of the writing of this 
column (Wednesday, May 13), we still have a 
number of questions that remain unaddressed.  
What we know is this: Bishop Zubik has publicly 
announced that we will begin working towards 
confessions inside church buildings (but not in 
confessionals), as well as services that allow a 
greater number of congregants (25 people, for 
weddings and funerals).  Bishop Zubik has invited Fr 
Al, Fr Thom, and I to participate in a conference call 
on Thursday, May 14.  Fr Al, Fr Thom, and I hope to 
hear the directives from the diocese, and to begin 
to make plans for Christ the Divine Shepherd 
Parish.  My personal opinion is that, while we won’t 
be able to implement these plans by the weekend 
of May 16-17, we hope that we’ll be able to 
implement the bishop’s recommendations in the 
near future.  Please keep your eyes on our website 
and Facebook page for more information, as we 
begin our gradual “re-opening” – it will take some 
time, and it may be at a more cautious pace than 
some might like, but we’re hoping that we’ll be 
able to address all the outstanding questions with 
solutions that permit us to safely begin the return 
to ‘normal’ parish life! 

When we have completed making preparations to 
allow safe use of our church building(s), we’ll 
announce them here, on our web site, and on 
Facebook!  As always, please keep Christ the Divine 
Shepherd parish and our parishioners, staff, and 
clergy in your prayers!  



6th Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 
 

  
There is a delightful character in the original Dr. Dolittle Tales called the “Pushmi-Pullyu.” It is a beast with 
two identical halves, with a head at each end. No matter which direction the beast walks, one end is the 
“push me” and the other is the “pull you.” The Ascension is a bit like that in the life of the church. In the book 
of the Acts of the Apostles, it is the ascension of Christ that calls for the Holy Spirit, which consequently sends 
or “pushes” the church out on its mission. This is the message that we hear from the angels today as they tell 
the friends of Jesus not to look up into the clouds, but to get busy. It is the message of Jesus himself in 
Matthew’s Gospel, as he sends them out to baptize. He also tells them, “I am with you always, until the end 
of the age” (Matthew 28:20). And it is this message, confident in faith that Jesus has ascended to shouts of 
joy, that “pulls” us along to our final destiny. The life of the faithful disciple, sent into the world on mission, 
will one day know the same risen, ascended glory. 
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Our Parish Community 

St. Vincent DePaul Donations 

Ascension of the Lord 

St. Vincent dePaul Thrift stores are now open to receive donations only, Monday - Friday from 10:00 AM to 
4:00 PM. We are hopeful, the clothing bins within the community will be picked up during the next week. 
Thank you for your patience and clothing donations. The sales from the thrift stores help fund the efforts of 
St. Vincent dePaul. Please be sure your clothing donations are laundered before you donate.   

 
 
 

Ascension of the Lord 
 

May 21, 2020 
 

Live-Stream Mass  
9:30am  
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Our Parish Community 

 
This week we offer congratulations to Lexi Coyle on her graduation from La 

Roche University and Tadeusz Horomanski who graduates from Gateway High 
school and will be attending Florida State University for Actuarial Science.    

 
Are you a member of the graduating Class of 2020?  Let you parish family know by 
emailing us at bulletin@cdsmph.org. Please include your school (high school, 
college etc.) along with any future plans. We look forward to hearing from you! 

Congratulations Graduates  

Show us Your May Altar 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Bishop Zubik approved the resumption of the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh, and provided guidance on how the sacrament may be 
celebrated in the current situation of the pandemic.  It will be 
celebrated in “drive-through” style in your car (no confessions will be 
celebrated inside the church), following all applicable standards put in 
place by civil authority (i.e., social distancing, use of masks in public 
places, etc).  At Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be celebrated on Saturdays at noon at St Bartholomew Church.  

With COVID-19 we can truly transform our homes into the domestic church and have a great opportunity 
during this time to live the liturgical year in our daily life. We can do this with liturgical tables, home altars, 
and feast day mantels. These spaces can become a location for prayerful reflection and peace. Since it’s the 
month of May, dedicated to our Blessed Mother, consider making a May Altar.  The tradition of the May 
Altar is said to date back hundreds of years, with both simple displays and highly ornamental ones prevalent 
in homes and churches throughout the world. Some items to include might 
be: 
 
 an image, icon or statue of Mary 
 blue or white linens (colors often associated with Our Lady) 
 candles 
 rosaries 
 picture books and devotionals about Mary 
 Holy Water 
 cushions, a kneeler, a chair or a stool nearby to encourage folks to stop 

and pray 
 
Once you altar is complete please email us a picture at 
bulletin@cdsmph.org so we can display the photos on our website to 
inspire others.  
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Monday: Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;  
  Jn 15:26 — 16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5- 
  11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11- 
  14; Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17- 
  23; Mt 28:16-20 (for Ascension); 
Friday:  Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-7; Jn 16:20-23 
 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10; Jn 16:23b- 
  28 
Sunday:  Acts 1:12-14; Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8; 1 Pt 4:13- 
  16; Jn 17:1-11a 

Readings for the Week  

With the cancelation of public Masses at the Parish due to COVID-19, many of you are probably wondering 
what will happen if you had a Mass intention scheduled.  If you would like one of the priests to fulfill the 
intention in their private Masses, please email bulletin@cdsmph.org. If you would like a Mass intention 
rescheduled, members our parish staff will work with you when our offices reopen to schedule a new date. 

Mass Intentions  

 
Please like us on Facebook @ ChristTheDivineShepherd, to continue to be 

connected in our community during this time. We will be posting important 
updates on Facebook along with on our website at 

www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org.  If you would like to receive a digital 
copy of the bulletin each week, email bulletin@cdsmph.org.  

Sunday, May 17, 2020  
9:30am, (AZ), For the People of our Parish 
Monday, May 18, 2020 
9:30am, (TM), Happy Birthday Cynthia—Family 
Wednesday, May 20, 2020  
9:30am, (RT), Orelio Rollo Vecchio—Kathryn & Vicki Antimarino  
Thursday, May 21, 2020  
9:30am, (TM), M/M For the People of the Parish   
Friday, May 22, 2020  
9:30am, (FF), Ed Hestin—Audrey & Family  
Sunday, May 24, 2020   
9:30am, (LA), For the People of our Parish 

Legend 
AZ Fr Al Zapf 
LA Fr Larry Adams 
TM Fr Thom Miller 
RT Fr Rick Thompson 
FF Fr Faustine Furaha 
B Benedictine 
TBD To be determined 
VP Visiting Priest 

Live-Stream Mass Intentions 

 
Spiritual Communion Prayer 

 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things 
and I desire to receive you in my soul. Since I 

cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 
Come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you were already there 
And unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 
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PHSD  Grab n Go for students 

 Linton Middle School (250 Aster Street 15235) Mon, Wed, Fri 12- 2 
lunch for that day and meals for the following day/weekend. 

 
Grab n Go for all ages   

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

 Hulton Arbors (815 Arbor Lane 15147)  12- 1 

 A.J. Demor Towers (1 Demor Dr  15147) 1:30-2:30 

 Hebron Presbyterian Church(parking lot across from the Getgo  
 10460 Frankstown Rd  15235) 12:15 pm - 1 

 Leechburg Garden Apartments(1803 Garden Dr  15147) 12:30-1:30 

 
Senior Meals   

 Penn Hills Meals on Wheels for homebound 

 Penn Hills Senior Service Center (147 Jefferson Rd 15235) 

Grab n Go 
 

 
Food Pantries/Banks 

 Lincoln Park Community Center(7300 Ridgeview Ave 15235) every other Wednesday 4:30-6  

 Zion Lutheran Church  (11609 Frankstown Rd 15235) 2nd Saturday of the month   Emergency food M-F 9-

11 

 Rosedale United Methodist Church  (5501 3rd St 15147)  Wednesdays 4:30-7:30 

 Penn Hills Service Association   (2519 Main St 15235) by appt only (412) 798-2711 William Patterson 

 The Fold Church ( 11817 Frankstown Rd)   Mobile Food Bank, 2nd Friday  - Between 11-12 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Penn Hills - Current Food Distribution 

Consider Donating to Local Food Banks 

There are multiple food banks in the Penn Hills, Monroeville, and Pitcairn 
communities that are in need of assistance to meet the needs of those seeking 
assistance in these unprecedented times. While donations of goods are always 
appreciated, at the present monetary donations can assist more so to help the food 
bank obtain what is needed most through their sources. Thank you for your help in 
supporting the food banks.  
 

Around our Community 
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FOOD SERVICES Woodland Hills School District  
       

FREE GRAB N' GO FOOD PROGRAM     
 On Friday, April 24 and May 1, in partnership 
with the United Way  and Eat n' Park,  meals for 
adults will be distributed at the same time as the 
student meals between 11:00 and 1:00. This is 
first-come first-serve until meals run out. 
The Fresh Fruit and Vegetable program will be 
returning soon.  Watch for it!  The state is 
requiring that students be present to receive 
these additional fruits and vegetables. 
 
 
 

 
Students may receive GRAB and GO Breakfast and Lunch Monday through Friday from 11:00 AM to 1:00 
PM at the following locations: 
As of 3/23/2020 the PA Summer Food Service Program still requires that students need to be present to 
receive the meal(s).  Woodland Hills does not have a waiver for parent|guardian only meal pick up.  The 
SFSP meals are made available on a first-come first-serve basis.  Every effort will be made to have meals 
available daily for all children who want to receive a meal but there may be occasions where demand 
exceeds what was prepared. These are open sites where any child may receive a meal and demand varies 
each day. 
District Administration Building located at 531 Jones Ave North Braddock PA 15104 
Meals will be distributed to students at the side entrance located next to the parking lot. 
East Pittsburgh Community Center|Gym  located at 506 Bessemer Ave and Main St East Pittsburgh PA 
15112  
Meals will be distributed in the parking lot of the Community Center at Bessemer Ave and Main Street. 
Rankin School located at 235 Fourth Ave Rankin PA 15104 
Meals will be distributed at the front entrance of the building.   
Turtle Creek Elementary Steam Academy located at 126 Monroeville Ave Turtle Creek PA 15145 
Meals will be distributed to students from door #2 located at the driveway to the right of the front entrance 
to the school. 
Woodland Hills Intermediate School located at 7600 Evans Street Swissvale PA 15218 
Meals will be distributed to students from door #2 located to the right of the entrance ramp to the school. 
 Students may receive meals at the location that is most convenient to their home. 

 Students will receive one lunch and one breakfast at the same time. 
 Students will receive additional meals for the weekend on Thursday and Friday.  

 The meals are intended to be GRAB and GO.  The  facilities will not be open to use as a place to eat the 
meals.  
The State of Pennsylvania still stipulates that students need to be present to receive the meal(s).  The 
district does not have a waiver for parent|guardian only pick up. 
Propel Braddock Hills Elementary School is serving meals 10:00 AM to Noon Mondays and Thursdays. 
Breakfast and Lunch.  Multiple days meals at each distribution. 
  
  

https://www.whsd.net/News/60092#sthash.hdlnnIsR.dpbs
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Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank Our Response to COVID-19    
 

Questions?  Call 412-460-3663 pittsburghfoodbank.org 
The Food Bank is committed to making sure all of our neighbors have access to enough food during the COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
pandemic. Our events may look a little different than you’re used to, but we are still here to help. Our distributions offer 
individuals and families 30 to 50 pounds of foods such as fresh produce, meat and other pantry staples. 
Bring bags, boxes or a rolling cart. We will not have people to help you to your car with groceries. You will get 35 to 50 pounds 
of food at each of our distributions. Locations of these events may change. Check our website before attending an event.  Click 
here for list. 

FOODSHARE EVENTS at the Food Bank 1 N Linden St | Duquesne, PA 15110  
Monday, April 27           9 a.m. - 11 a.m. and  4 p.m. - 6 p.m.  
  
Find a food pantry, partner agency or program near you. 

Unity Baptist Church 420 5th Street  Braddock PA 15104 

Phone: (412)273-3458 

Service Areas 
Braddock, North Braddock, East Pittsburgh and Rankin 
Distribution Hours 
3rd Saturday, 8 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Services Provided 
Food Pantry 
  
Rankin Christian Center  230 Third Avenue Rankin PA 15104 

Phone: (412)436-2697 

Service Areas 
Rankin, Braddock and Swissvale and North Braddock 
Distribution Hours 
1st Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
3rd Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Services Provided 
Food Pantry 
RCC operates a food pantry for the Rankin community, in collaboration with the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank and 
Giant Eagle, Edgewood Town Center and Aldi.  Anyone who meets income and residency requirements is eligible.  
Daily- Bakery and Produce items arrive daily. Giant Eagle Edgewood Town Center and Aldi generously donates items to be 
distributed to those in need 
Monthly – Qualified applicants are scheduled for monthly pickup of food 
Fuel Program 

The fuel assistance program helps area residents with emergency fuel payments/assistance on a limited basis. 
Check for eligibility 
Contact the Rankin Christian Center to see if you are eligible to receive this program. 
  
  

http://www.pittsburghfoodbank.org/2020/03/12/coronavirus/
https://www.pittsburghfoodbank.org/
https://www.pittsburghfoodbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-Distro-Flyer.pdf
https://www.pittsburghfoodbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-Distro-Flyer.pdf
https://www.pittsburghfoodbank.org/get-help/locator/
https://www.pittsburghfoodbank.org/agency/unity-baptist-church/
tel:(412)273-3458
https://www.pittsburghfoodbank.org/agency/rankin-christian-center/
tel:(412)436-2697
http://www.rankinchristiancenter.org/programs/food-and-fuel
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SAINT RITA OF CASCIA (1381-1457) 
May 22 

 
 If you’re ever in Philadelphia on May 22, forget parking anywhere near Saint Rita’s shrine. Cars line 
streets and fill medians as throngs pack a candlelight vigil and six Masses, honoring this patroness of lost 

causes, hopeless situations, and—as her statue in countless churches built by twentieth-century immigrants 
testifies—difficult marriages, troubled homes, and alienated children. Wise people warn, be careful what 

you pray for. “Divine Savior,” Rita prayed, “let me suffer like you!” Obedient to parents who refused her wish 
to become a nun, Rita married a man who returned her devotion with twenty years of abuse. When enemies 

murdered him, Rita’s two sons swore revenge. Paintings depict her pointing the angry boys toward Christ 
crucified, whom she begged to restrain them. Within the year, both sons died. Alone now, Rita went to the 

convent but was refused. The nuns feared violence, since one of them was related to the murderer. Rita 
arranged peace between the families, made vows, and became much sought after as a counselor and 

intercessor for forty years on earth—and ever since in heaven. 

THE REASON FOR OUR HOPE 
 “What is the reason for your hope?” Imagine somebody coming up to you and asking you that question. Not 

“What are you hoping for?” or “What are you hoping to do?” No, this isn’t about our desires for possessions or 
aspirations for life, it’s “Why do you hope?” Peter today tells us that we ought to be ready to give an answer to this 

question. Truth be told, few of us spend much time thinking about why we hope. Luckily, the scriptures today give us 
our answers. We hope because Christ suffered for us, in order that we might come to God. We hope because we know 
that, in the Spirit, God grants us another Advocate through Christ to remain with us always. No matter what we might 

hope for, whatever we might hope to do, we must always first know and proclaim the reason for our hope: the 
presence of God in Christ, with us through the power of the Spirit. 

Vocation 

Food Pantries in Monroeville/Pitcairn 
  

All 3 food pantries are experiencing increased need and higher costs of food 
 

Biggest needs are spaghetti (pasta), tuna and Mac & Cheese 

Monetary donations make a bigger impact – they buy in bulk, so the money goes further. Their cost of food is 
skyrocketing. 

 

  1.    Cross Roads Presbyterian Church   
2310 Haymaker Rd, Monroeville 

Online donations www.crossroadspresbyterian.com/give-to-cross-roads.html 

  
  2.    Garden City United Methodist  

500 Laurel Dr, Monroeville 

     Items can be set at either set of doors of church For more information, contact Pastor Scott Gallagher 724-255-7858 
  

  3.  PitCare    
 www.PitCare.org – electronic online donations 
 Send checks to their office payable to 
 PitCare Inc. 
 Attention Heather Luimes 
 521 3rd St. 
 Pitcairn, PA 15140 

http://www.crossroadspresbyterian.com/give-to-cross-roads.html
http://www.pitcare.org/
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Rev. Albert Zapf, Moderator, Team Ministry  
azapf@cdsmph.org 
 

Rev. Larry Adams, Team Ministry  
Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org  

 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 
tmiller@cdsmph.org 

 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 
rthompson@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 
mkelly@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 
rtucek@diopitt.org 
 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 
bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 
jbandish@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  
mbender@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 
ckarell@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 
jbrandl@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Melissa Busbey, Office Manager 
mbusbey@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 
ccowan@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Marlene V. Kopper, Dir. Faith Formation 
mkopper@cdsmph.org 

 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Admin. Assistant 
kdestefano@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Sandy  Baer, Secretary 
sbaer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Pat Cepec, Secretary 
pcepec@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Charlotte Dobrinsky, Secretary 
cdobrinsky@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Sacramental Secretary   
spalmieri@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Ginny Beck, Weekend Secretary 
gbeck@cdsmph.org 
 
 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance  
tjacob@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Leo Bickert, Maintenance  
lbickert@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. William Sterf, Maintenance  
bsterf@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  
ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Office Hours and Phones 

The Christ the Divine Shepherd Offices are closed until further 
notice due to the COVID-19 Virus. Should you need assistance 

please call 412-373-0050 and leave a message for Sandy or email 
parishoffice@cdsmph.org.   

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Pray for the Repose of Souls 

 
Pearl Czegan 

Betty Kral 
Margaret Fischer 

Barbara Leiendecker  
Anthony Pugliese 
Estelle Gearhart 

Angela Bliss 
Elaine Del Grosso 
Stephen Rusvosky 
Robert Reynolds 

Robert Kalina 
Joseph Skaro 

Michael Ventrone 
Walter Szramowski Jr. 

Dolores Dover 
John Raspanti 
David Twigger 

Charles R. Catley 
Clara Fedishen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Anna Mager 

William Miller 
Ursula Pofi 
Pauline Pail 

Marjorie Downs 
Karen Biedinger 

Raymond Radzevick 
Louis Pitacciato 
Isabel Palandro 
Dolores Herda 
Doris Neuman 
Leo Plunkett 

Nellie Rutledge 
Regina "Jean" Hoburg 

 Regis Bauer 
Joseph Toth 

Mary Elizabeth "Betty" 
Busch 

Helen Durken  
 
 
 
 
 

Visit cdsmph.org for links to  
obituaries of those  

members of our parish  
community who have passed 

away.  
 

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org  ChristTheDivineShepherd 
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