
Today’s Readings  

First Reading — Filled with the Holy Spirit, the apostles 
begin to speak in tongues (Acts 2:1-11). 
Psalm — Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face 
of the earth (Psalm 104). 
Second Reading — In one Spirit we are baptized into one 
body and given to drink of one Spirit  
(1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13). 
Gospel — Jesus Christ appears to the disciples and sends 
them on their mission with the power to forgive or retain 
sins through the Holy Spirit (John 20:19-23). 

Today’s Music  
 

Gathering Song:  
Build Your Kingdom 
 

Preparation of the Gifts:  
Lord I Need You  
 

Communion:  
Holy Spirit 
 

Sending Forth:  
Go Make a Difference 
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From Father Al Zapf 

High on the ceiling of the Sistine 
Chapel in St. Peter's Basilica in 
Rome is a beautiful painting 
known as 'THE CREATION OF 
ADAM' by Michelangelo. In the 
painting, God the Father — 
Creator of heaven and earth, and 

all things visible and invisible — is reaching His finger to 
touch the finger of Adam.  In this painting, Adam has not 
yet fully received the ‘breath of life’ from his Creator. 
Michelangelo’s depiction shows Adam, the first human, 
was made in the image and likeness of God, and by, God's 
touch, man would have life. In reality, it would be by the 
BREATH of God's Holy Spirit; man would have life 
breathed into him.    
           Many eons after the beginning of creation, 
the WORD became flesh and dwelt among us. This was 
known as the Incarnation of God becoming a man. This 
was to enable for Jesus, the Son of God, to be born into 
the world and to bring salvation to God's people, to 
eventually bring about the Paschal Mystery that Jesus, the 
Son of God, the Savior, the Messiah, would suffer, die, and 
rise, then later to ASCEND TO THE FATHER in Heaven. 
After that, the Holy Spirit could be sent into the world, and 
be the Advocate, the One standing up for each of us 
before God and so that Jesus too would be with us always. 
This coming of the Holy Spirit was known as PENTECOST. 

Pentecost literally means 50th. It is a feast 
celebrated on the 50th day after the Passover feast by the 
Jews, and a feast celebrated on the 50th day after the 
feast of the Resurrection of Jesus by Christians. At 
Pentecost, The Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary as fiery tongues. These scared 
followers of Jesus were transformed into fiery preachers 
and evangelists and were given the gift of tongues by a 
special anointing of the Holy Spirit. Those gathered 
received various gifts and strength to go forth and tell the 
whole world the story of JESUS CHRIST, who came to give 
us the message of God's invitation to a relationship with 
HIM, a relationship of love and mercy and friendship. 

        On the day of Pentecost, Jesus fulfills his 
promise to send the Advocate or Paraclete on them – 
"Power from on high."  

The gift of the Spirit would also enable them to 
fulfill Jesus' commission to preach the Gospel to all 
nations. Today's Gospel passage also tells us how Jesus 
gave the Apostles the power and authority to forgive sins. 
His, "Receive the Holy Spirit," was immediately followed 
by, "For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; 

for those whose sins you retain, they are retained."  
How beautiful is the thought that the Holy 

Spirit lives within us! Saint Paul reminds the Corinthian 
community of this fact when he asks, "Do you not know 
that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in 
you?" The Spirit is that Paraclete (a Greek word that is 
translated as Counselor, Comforter, Helper, Encourager, 
or Enabler), Who quietly works in us and through us every 
day behind the scenes in the basic activities of our lives 
and the lives of the people around us.  We need to permit 
the Holy Spirit to direct our lives.   

We share the color of red today, because it is the 
color of the HOLY SPIRIT, to show the Spirit's fire moving 
among us and to excite us with the spirit of faith to be 
shared with those around us. FIRE AND WIND ARE 
SYMBOLS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND THEY SYMBOLIZE THE 
MOVEMENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THAT IT GOES WHERE IT 
WANTS AND HOW IT WANTS, TO CATCH THE WORLD ON 
FIRE WITH LOVE AND HOPE in a better world. 

The point is that the Holy Spirit's work did not 
begin and end on the day of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit is 
alive and well and is working in the Church right down to 
the present day, and he will continue his work until the 
very end of time.  

Similarly, when one commits his or her life 
to the Lord, especially in a religious 
vocation such as sister, brother, or priest, 
one never ceases to be that person or to 
live that vocation. Sometimes when 

different moves are made, or a person has a feeling of a 
need for a change, it may be granted he or she not be in 
'active duty.' One needs to rely on the guidance of the 
HOLY SPIRIT to lead them as well as their superiors. So, 
upon requesting that I be able to retire soon after I 
reached the age of 70, I was granted permission. I know 
that I will still help out whenever needed, but I will live in 
a private residence. My sincerest thanks to all of you who 
helped me the past few years to get things moving, to 
share with one another, and to work as ONE parish. It 
certainly was not easy, and I could never have done it 
alone, but my fellow priests, deacons, and staff and 
councils really made the difference to help things to 
happen, United in ONE SPIRIT, IGNITED BY THE FIRE, WE 
ARE HIS HOLY PEOPLE, WE ARE THE CHURCH OF GOD. So 
always invite the HOLY SPIRIT, come O HOLY SPIRIT COME, 
and renew the face of the earth. Please continue to pray 
me, and I also will pray for each of you. God bless all of 
you, love, Fr Al Zapf+ 



Pentecost 

 

Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14;  
 Ps 87:1-3, 5-7; Jn 19:25-34 
Tuesday: 2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18; Ps 90:2-4, 10, 14, 16;  
 Mk 12:13-17 
Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12; Ps 123:1b-2;  
 Mk 12:18-27 
Thursday: 2 Tm 2:8-15; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;  
 Mk 12:28-34 
Friday: 2 Tm 3:10-17; Ps 119:157, 160, 161, 165,  
 166, 168; 1-6; Mk 12:35-37 
Saturday: 2 Tm 4:1-8; Ps 71:8-9, 14-15ab, 16-17, 22;  
 Mk 12:38-44 
Sunday: Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9; Dn 3:52-55;  
 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18 

Readings for the Week  

With the cancelation of public Masses at the Parish due to COVID-19, many of you are probably wondering 
what will happen if you had a Mass intention scheduled.  If you would like one of the priests to fulfill the 
intention in their private Masses, please email bulletin@cdsmph.org. If you would like a Mass intention 
rescheduled, members our parish staff will work with you when our offices reopen to schedule a new date. 

Mass Intentions  

 
Our Live-stream Masses continue every Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and 

Sunday at 9:30am. We are in the process of discerning how we might begin 
to transition to public Masses. Once we know we will update you on our 

media platforms. Please like us on Facebook @ ChristTheDivineShepherd, to 
continue to be connected in our community during this time. We will be 

posting important updates on Facebook along with on our website at 
www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org.  If you would like to receive a digital 

copy of the bulletin each week, email bulletin@cdsmph.org.  

Sunday, May 31, 2020  
9:30am, (FF), For the People of our Parish 
Monday, June 1, 2020 
9:30am, (LA), Lee Wetzel—Kathy Power 
Wednesday, June 3, 2020  
9:30am, (AZ), Mary & Frank DeVito—Family  
Friday, June 5, 2020  
9:30am, (TM), Margaret C. Halterlein—Sister, Jeanne Halterlein  
Sunday, June 7, 2020   
9:30am, (RT), For the People of our Parish 
 
 

Legend 
AZ Fr Al Zapf 
LA Fr Larry Adams 
TM Fr Thom Miller 
RT Fr Rick Thompson 
FF Fr Faustine Furaha 
B Benedictine 
TBD To be determined 
VP Visiting Priest 

Live-Stream Mass Intentions 

 
Spiritual Communion Prayer 

 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things 
and I desire to receive you in my soul. Since I 

cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 
Come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you were already there 
And unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 
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At Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish and across the Diocese of Pittsburgh preparations are being made to 
return to public Masses. These openings are in continued alignment with local, state, and federal health and 
safety guidelines. In our parish community we are busy continuing to put the necessary infrastructure into 
place to make the return as soon, and as safely as possible. To help us prepare we are looking for your 
answer to the following question (please note this is not a reservation for a Mass). 
  
 

Are you planning to attend a Mass in person at Christ the Divine Shepherd on the first 
weekend that these Masses are once again being celebrated?  

 
  
 
Please keep in mind:  
 
 The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains in effect. 
 Live streaming Masses will continue. 

 This is a fluid situation, and Bishop Zubik, in consultations with a diocesan COVID-19 Task Force, will 
continue to monitor and evaluate the reopening process and make adjustments as warranted.  

 In all phases of reopening, the Diocese of Pittsburgh will remain in alignment with local, state, and federal 
public health and safety guidelines. Parishioners will be required to wear masks, use hand sanitizer, and 
maintain social distancing of six feet (side-to-side, as well as front and back). 

 Although beginning June 1 churches are permitted to open for daily Mass, it should not be expected that 
all churches in the Diocese of Pittsburgh will do so.  The decision to reopen a church rests with pastors, 
who need to base their decisions on a number of factors including their ability to comply with CDC cleaning 
and sanitizing protocols.  The diocese is offering support to pastors and parish teams as they assess their 
spaces and their ability to meet all safety requirements.  

 

Returning to churches will be a very different experience, and to support parishioners in understanding what 
to expect, the diocese has a new Moving Forward Together area on its website geared toward helping 
parishioners with what to expect as they return to worship together in church. Those resources are available 
here: https://diopitt.org/moving-forward-together. 

  
Our website cdsmph.org  and Facebook page will also be updated with information to help you. 

Please visit our website  (cdsmph.org/survey) to provide your answer for our survey, or call us at 412-373-
0050 to record your answer!  

Our Parish Community 

Moving Forward Together-Public Masses 

https://diopitt.org/moving-forward-together
http://cdsmph.org/


Pentecost 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 

As most of you know Bishop Zubik announced the Diocese of Pittsburgh plan to return to On-Site Ministry and 
Worship.  These are guidelines that will help each parish evaluate and come up with their individual plan during 
this transitional phase of the Corona Virus pandemic.  As noted in the guidelines, we are in the process of 
developing a “Safety Team” to insure our safety. 
 
Meditating on our Parish name, Christ the Divine Shepherd, we know that every good shepherd cares for his flock 
and most importantly protects them from any threat of harm.  As Allegheny County moves into the “Yellow” 
phase, we must balance the yearning of returning to what was, our old normal, to the ever changing new normal.  
That being said with consultation of the Pastoral Council and some members of the Safety Team we are making 
plans now for Private Prayer. 
 

Private Prayer will be held alternately in both Monroeville and Penn Hills starting on Monday, June 1st  .  
 

St. Bernadette will be open for Private Prayer beginning Monday, June 1, 2020 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 11am to 1pm 

 
St. Susanna will be open for Private Prayer beginning Tuesday, June 2, 2020 

Tuesday and Thursday from 5pm to 7pm 
 

Before this can occur, we are in need of volunteers each day at each site to help us coordinate this endeavor.  The 
volunteers will help welcome attendees, guide social distancing and approved seating, use of masks and hand 
sanitization, and in accordance with County Health officials, take a roster of all who enter our facilities for contract 
tracing.  The Safety Team will train you beforehand.   
 
If you feel called to this new Ministry of Hospitality and Safety, and are NOT in a high risk category, please call the 
Parish Office at 412-373-0050 or email us at bulletin@cdsmph.org.   
 
We realize your deep devotion and anxiousness to return to church.  Please familiarize yourself with the signs and 
symptoms of this virus stay home if you suspect you have these symptoms and call your health care provider. 

Our Parish Community 

Moving Forward Together-Private Prayer 

Bishop Zubik approved the resumption of the 
celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation in 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh, and provided guidance 
on how the sacrament may be celebrated in the 
current situation of the pandemic.  It will be 
celebrated in “drive-through” style in your car (no 
confessions will be celebrated inside the church), 
following all applicable standards put in place by 
civil authority (i.e., social distancing, use of masks in 
public places, etc).  At Christ the Divine Shepherd 
Parish, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
celebrated on Saturdays at noon at St 
Bartholomew Church.  

Confessions  

With gratitude to Our Lord, we are 
pleased to make the following 
announcement. 
 

Frank C. Bursic of Christ the Divine 
Shepherd Parish has been called by 
his Bishop, the Most Reverend 
David A. Zubik, D.D., to the Order 
of Diaconate to be conferred at an 
ordination ceremony to be held on 
Saturday, June 13, 2020, in Saint 
Paul Cathedral, Pittsburgh. 

Called to Order of Diaconate 



Pentecost 

 

It’s Census Time!  
 

By now, households across the country received their invitation to take part in 2020 Decennial Census. And, 
for those households that have not yet responded online or by phone, a paper form will arrive in their 

mailbox soon.  
The Census is non-partisan – it’s not Democrat, Republican or Independent, but a Constitutional mandate—
and, a right for each of us living or staying in the United States.  
 
A complete and accurate census will help us continue to address concerns of poverty, homelessness, and 
hunger within our community. As a church, we know how important this is as we reach out through our 
mission work. 
  
Census data is also what drives funding for our hospitals, emergency services, schools, and programs within 
our communities including WIC, SNAP, Medicaid, the National School Lunch program, college PELL grants, 
and Meals on Wheels. We rely on census data to bring funding for public transportation as well as our 
infrastructures such as roads and bridges. 
  
The U.S. Census Bureau has partnered with faith communities nationwide to get the word out about the 
importance of the count and helping to ensure we reach everyone, especially our hard-to-count populations. 
   
We are asking all parishioners to encourage your friends, family and neighbors to respond now and count 
everyone who is living or staying at that address—grandparents, babies, and others who may be living with 
you most of the time. All responses are protected by law and personal identifying information is never 
shared. Get started now! Simply go online at 2020census.gov  
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Rev. Albert Zapf, Moderator, Team Ministry  
azapf@cdsmph.org 
 

Rev. Larry Adams, Team Ministry  
Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org  

 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 
tmiller@cdsmph.org 

 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 
rthompson@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 
mkelly@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 
rtucek@diopitt.org 
 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 
bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 
jbandish@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  
mbender@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 
ckarell@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 
jbrandl@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Melissa Busbey, Office Manager 
mbusbey@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 
ccowan@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Marlene V. Kopper, Dir. Faith Formation 
mkopper@cdsmph.org 

 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Admin. Assistant 
kdestefano@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Sandy  Baer, Secretary 
sbaer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Pat Cepec, Secretary 
pcepec@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Charlotte Dobrinsky, Secretary 
cdobrinsky@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Sacramental Secretary   
spalmieri@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Ginny Beck, Weekend Secretary 
gbeck@cdsmph.org 
 
 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance  
tjacob@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Leo Bickert, Maintenance  
lbickert@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. William Sterf, Maintenance  
bsterf@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  
ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Office Hours and Phones 

The Christ the Divine Shepherd Offices are closed until further 
notice due to the COVID-19 Virus. Should you need assistance 

please call 412-373-0050 and leave a message for Sandy or email 
parishoffice@cdsmph.org.   

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Pray for the Repose of Souls 

 
Pearl Czegan 

Betty Kral 
Margaret Fischer 

Barbara Leiendecker  
Anthony Pugliese 
Estelle Gearhart 

Angela Bliss 
Elaine Del Grosso 
Stephen Rusvosky 
Robert Reynolds 

Robert Kalina 
Joseph Skaro 

Michael Ventrone 
Walter Szramowski Jr. 

Dolores Dover 
John Raspanti 
David Twigger 

Charles R. Catley 
Clara Fedishen 

Anna Mager 
William Miller 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ursula Pofi 
Pauline Pail 

Marjorie Downs 
Karen Biedinger 

Raymond Radzevick 
Louis Pitacciato 
Isabel Palandro 
Dolores Herda 
Doris Neuman 
Leo Plunkett 

Nellie Rutledge 
Regina "Jean" Hoburg 

 Regis Bauer 
Joseph Toth 

Mary Elizabeth Busch 
Helen Durken  

David Shimp III 
Gaetano Bartolomeo 

Martha Petit 
Marilyn Spinola  

Dr. Robert F. Kooser 
Marlene Cuccaro 

Donald Turak 
John Chensny  

 
Visit cdsmph.org for links to  

obituaries of those  
members of our parish  

community who have passed 
away since the cancelation of 

public Masses.  

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org  ChristTheDivineShepherd 


