
Today’s Readings  

First Reading — The Lord, merciful and gracious, rich 
in kindness and faithfulness (Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9). 
Psalm — Glory and praise for ever! (Daniel 3). 
Second Reading — Brothers and sisters, rejoice. Live 
with one another in peace, and the God of peace will 
be with you (2 Corinthians 13:11-13). 
Gospel — God did not send the Son to condemn the 
world, but to give it abundant life (John 3:16-18). 

Today’s Music  
 

Gathering Song:  
Holy Holy Holy 
 

Preparation of the Gifts:  
Sing Praise to Our Creator 
 

Communion:  
Wisdom’s Feast 
 

Sending Forth:  
Holy God We Praise Thy Name 
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From Father Thom Miller 

St Philip Neri had a 
mystical experience 
that changed the 
course of his life. We 
call Philip the Apostle of 
Rome.  

 He went to Rome and at first devoted 
himself to studying, writing, and working as a 
tutor, fasting and praying all the time. Then 
when he got bored of study he sold his books, 
gave the money to the poor, and began 
visiting the sick in hospitals and encouraging 
others to join him — all this as a layman for 
17 years. 
 Then finally a confessor set out to 
persuade him to become a priest. And at first 
Philip had all sorts of objections to this — 
didn’t think he was worthy; he had had a 
vision! he felt called to serve as a layman! — 
and his confessor was like, “Good humility, 
but no.” And Philip was humble enough to 
"trust his confessor’s judgment more than 
his", and he became a priest. No scrupulous 
anxiety, no paralysis. 
 So often this is how the Holy Spirit 
works in our lives. Not necessarily by 
dramatic experiences or interior locutions, 
but in advice from people we trust, in not 
being overly attached to our own ideas about 
how our life should go, in recognizing that 
whatever God asked of us yesterday, 
tomorrow he may ask something completely 
different. 
 This was something Cardinal Newman 
knew well. It’s in the words of a hymn he 
wrote — “Lead, Kindly Light” — but it’s also in 
the words of that prayer I wrote about 
before. Here’s the whole thing. 

 

 
God knows me and calls me by my name. 

God has created me to do Him some definite service; 
He has committed some work to me which He has 
not committed to another. I have my mission—I 
never may know it in this life, but I shall be told it in 
the next. Somehow I am necessary for His purposes. 
I have a part in this great work; I am a link in a chain, 
a bond of connection between persons. He has not 
created me for naught. I shall do good, I shall do His 
work; I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of 
truth in my own place, while not intending it, if I do 
but keep His commandments and serve Him in my 
calling Therefore I will trust Him. Whatever, 
wherever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am 
in sickness, my sickness may serve Him; In 
perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him; If I am in 
sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. 
My sickness, or perplexity, or sorrow may be 
necessary causes of some great end, which is quite 
beyond us. He does nothing in vain; He may prolong 
my life, He may shorten it; He knows what He is 
about. He may take away my friends, He may throw 
me among strangers, He may make me feel 
desolate, make my spirits sink, hide the future from 
me— still He knows what He is about. Let me be Thy 
blind instrument. I ask not to see— I ask not to 
know—I ask simply to be used. 

 
 
Fr Thom 
 
 



The Most Holy Trinity 

 

Monday: 1 Kgs 17:1-6; Ps 121:1bc-8; Mt 5:1-12 
Tuesday: 1 Kgs 17:7-16; Ps 4:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 5:13-16 
Wednesday: 1 Kgs 18:20-39; Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab, 8,  
  11;  Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3; Ps 65:10-13;  
  Mt 5:20-26 
Friday:  1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16; Ps 27:7-9abc, 13-14;  
  Mt 5:27-32 
Saturday: 1 Kgs 19:19-21; Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-10;  
  Mt 5:33-37 
Sunday:  Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;  
  1 Cor 10:16-17; Jn 6:51-58 

Readings for the Week  

With the cancelation of public Masses at the Parish due to COVID-19, many of you are probably wondering 
what will happen if you had a Mass intention scheduled.  If you would like one of the priests to fulfill the 
intention in their private Masses, please email bulletin@cdsmph.org. If you would like a Mass intention 
rescheduled, members our parish staff will work with you when our offices reopen to schedule a new date. 

Mass Intentions  

 
Our Live-stream Masses continue every Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and 

Sunday at 9:30am. We are in the process of discerning how we might begin 
to transition to public Masses. Once we know we will update you on our 

media platforms. Please like us on Facebook @ ChristTheDivineShepherd, to 
continue to be connected in our community during this time. We will be 

posting important updates on Facebook along with on our website at 
www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org.  If you would like to receive a digital 

copy of the bulletin each week, email bulletin@cdsmph.org.  

 
Sunday, June 7, 2020  
9:30am, (LA), For the People of our Parish 
Monday, June 8, 2020 
9:30am, (AZ), Matt DeStefano—Family 
Wednesday, June 10, 2020  
9:30am, (FF), Augustina Grechen—Mary Ann Grechen  
Friday, June 12, 2020  
9:30am, (LA), The Isherwood Family , Thomas Sr, Terri & Tom Jr.  - Judy Isherwood  
Sunday, June 14, 2020   
9:30am, (AZ), For the People of our Parish 
 

Legend 
AZ Fr Al Zapf 
LA Fr Larry Adams 
TM Fr Thom Miller 
RT Fr Rick Thompson 
FF Fr Faustine Furaha 
B Benedictine 
TBD To be determined 
VP Visiting Priest 

Live-Stream Mass Intentions 

 
Spiritual Communion Prayer 

 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things 
and I desire to receive you in my soul. Since I 

cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 
Come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you were already there 
And unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 
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In May, Bishop Zubik directed us to begin making plans for re-opening our parish for private prayer and the 
resumption of publicly-attended Masses.  He told us that we could reopen no earlier than June 1, and that we 
should set our “start date” in a way that allowed us to plan sufficiently and prepare appropriately before we 
resumed publicly-attended Masses. He specifically advised each parish to set their own date for the re-
opening based on each parish’s ability to plan and prepare for this resumption. 
 

Since May, we at Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish have been diligently planning for our re-opening.  At 
present, we’ve already resumed private prayer at two of our church buildings (St Bernadette at 11am-1pm on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays; and St Susanna at 5pm-7pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays).  We continue 
to offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation at St Bartholomew on Saturdays at noon. 
 

We’re not quite yet ready to resume publicly-attended Masses (although we’re getting close!).  But, in the 
meantime, Bishop Zubik has given permission for Communion Services and distribution of the Eucharist on 
Sunday, until such a time as we are able to open our doors for Masses.  As a result, with much joy, we were 
able to make the announcement that, on Sunday, June 7, at 11am, we will be having a distribution of 
communion at St Bernadette and St Susanna.  (We made this announcement on our website, our Facebook 
page, and on our phone system earlier this week.  As always, please check these communications channels 
for up-to-the-date information!) 
 

Please note that this is not Mass, but a communion service with distribution of the Eucharist only. 
 

This distribution of communion will take place outside, at the entrance to the churches. We are asking that 
you remain in your car. A lot attendant will direct the flow of traffic, and will invite you to pull up in front of 
the church, get out of your car, approach the priest or deacon who is distributing communion, and then 
return to your car after you have received communion. 
 

We hope to continue making the Eucharist available in this manner on Sunday until we are able to resume 
publicly-attended Masses at Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish! 
 

We also hope to have an announcement in the near future regarding the resumption of publicly-attended 
Masses at Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish. 
 

If you have any questions for us, please send us an email at parishoffice@cdsmph.org or leave a message at 
the parish office at 412-373-0050. 
 

Please continue to keep the people of Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish in your prayers! 

Our Parish Community 

Re-opening Update  

mailto:parishoffice@cdsmph.org


The Most Holy Trinity 

 

 

 

Private Prayer at Christ the Divine Shepherd is held alternately in both Monroeville and Penn Hills. 
 

St. Bernadette will be open for Private Prayer  
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 11am to 1pm 

 

St. Susanna will be open for Private Prayer  
Tuesday and Thursday from 5pm to 7pm 

Our Parish Community 

Moving Forward Together-Private Prayer 

If you feel called to this new Ministry of Hospitality and Safety, and are NOT in a high risk 
category, please call the Parish Office at 412-373-0050 or email us at bulletin@cdsmph.org.   

Ministry of Hospitality and Safety in Action 



The Most Holy Trinity 

 

GRACE AND ETERNAL LIFE 
 Moses is a man after our own hearts, for haven’t we all dealt with more than our share of stiff-
necked people? Indeed, haven’t we all gotten a little stiff-necked ourselves at times? Complaining . . . 

impatient . . . quick to anger. How lucky for Moses—how lucky for all of us—that God is exactly the opposite! 
And we don’t even have to guess about it. The Lord tells us so directly. Accordingly, Moses does what we all 

need to do. Even with the tablets in hand, he bows down and asks for God’s forgiveness and grace. 
 Encouraging us to live together in peace—and in God’s favor—the Apostle Paul knows all about this 
grace, joyfully invoking Christ’s grace on us along with God’s love and the Holy Spirit’s. “Rejoice,” he says. 

And when it comes to rejoicing, John offers us the gladdest words of all: the assurance of eternal life through 

Our Parish Community 

Bishop Zubik approved the resumption of the 
celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation in 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh, and provided guidance 
on how the sacrament may be celebrated in the 
current situation of the pandemic.  It will be 
celebrated in “drive-through” style in your car (no 
confessions will be celebrated inside the church), 
following all applicable standards put in place by 
civil authority (i.e., social distancing, use of masks in 
public places, etc).  At Christ the Divine Shepherd 
Parish, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
celebrated on Saturdays at noon at St 
Bartholomew Church.  

Confessions  

With gratitude to Our Lord, we are 
pleased to make the following 
announcement. 
 

Frank C. Bursic of Christ the Divine 
Shepherd Parish has been called by 
his Bishop, the Most Reverend 
David A. Zubik, D.D., to the Order 
of Diaconate to be conferred at an 
ordination ceremony to be held on 
Saturday, June 13, 2020, in Saint 
Paul Cathedral, Pittsburgh. 

Called to Order of Diaconate 
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Rev. Albert Zapf, Moderator, Team Ministry  
azapf@cdsmph.org 
 

Rev. Larry Adams, Team Ministry  
Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org  

 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 
tmiller@cdsmph.org 

 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 
rthompson@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 
mkelly@cdsmph.org 
 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 
rtucek@diopitt.org 
 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 
bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 
jbandish@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  
mbender@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 
ckarell@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 
jbrandl@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Melissa Busbey, Office Manager 
mbusbey@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 
ccowan@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Marlene V. Kopper, Dir. Faith Formation 
mkopper@cdsmph.org 

 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Admin. Assistant 
kdestefano@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Sandy  Baer, Secretary 
sbaer@cdsmph.org  

 

Ms. Pat Cepec, Secretary 
pcepec@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Charlotte Dobrinsky, Secretary 
cdobrinsky@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Sacramental Secretary   
spalmieri@cdsmph.org 
 

Ms. Ginny Beck, Weekend Secretary 
gbeck@cdsmph.org 
 
 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance  
tjacob@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. Leo Bickert, Maintenance  
lbickert@cdsmph.org 
 

Mr. William Sterf, Maintenance  
bsterf@cdsmph.org 
 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  
ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Office Hours and Phones 

The Christ the Divine Shepherd Offices are closed until further 
notice due to the COVID-19 Virus. Should you need assistance 

please call 412-373-0050 and leave a message for Sandy or email 
parishoffice@cdsmph.org.   

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Pray for the Repose of Souls 

Pearl Czegan 
Betty Kral 

Margaret Fischer 
Barbara Leiendecker  

Anthony Pugliese 
Estelle Gearhart 

Angela Bliss 
Elaine Del Grosso 
Stephen Rusvosky 
Robert Reynolds 

Robert Kalina 
Joseph Skaro 

Michael Ventrone 
Walter Szramowski Jr. 

Dolores Dover 
John Raspanti 
David Twigger 

Charles R. Catley 
Clara Fedishen 

Anna Mager 
William Miller 

Ursula Pofi 
Pauline Pail 

Marjorie Downs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Karen Biedinger 
Raymond Radzevick 

Louis Pitacciato 
Isabel Palandro 
Dolores Herda 
Doris Neuman 
Leo Plunkett 

Nellie Rutledge 
Regina "Jean" Hoburg 

 Regis Bauer 
Joseph Toth 

Mary Elizabeth Busch 
Helen Durken  

David Shimp III 
Gaetano Bartolomeo 

Martha Petit 
Marilyn Spinola  

Dr. Robert F. Kooser 
Marlene Cuccaro 

Donald Turak 
John Chensny  

Rose L. Wheeler 
Reid Vogel 

Eleanor A. Wagner 
Adam DiSabato  

 
Visit cdsmph.org for links to  

obituaries of those  
members of our parish  

community who have passed 
away since the cancelation of 

public Masses.  

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org  ChristTheDivineShepherd 


