
Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org  ChristTheDivineShepherd 

Welcome to our Parish! 
 

We are happy you have joined us today and want you 
to know that you are always welcome at Christ the 

Divine Shepherd Parish. We invite you to participate 
in our many parish activities and ministries 

mentioned in this bulletin. We all have different gifts 
and talents that we can use to serve God and each 

other.  
 

 

 

 

 
The Catholic Community of   
Penn Hills and Monroeville  

 
 

 

 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
St. Bernadette 9:30am 

 
Tuesday, Thursday 

St. Susanna 9:30am  
 
 
 
 

Saturday 
St. Bernadette 4:00pm  
St. Susanna 5:00pm  
 

Sunday 
St. Bernadette 8:00am  
St. Susanna 9:00am   
St. Bernadette 11:00am 
St. Susanna 11:30am    

Mass Schedule 

To Save your Seat for Mass log on to our website at 
cdsmph.org/rsvp or call the office at 412-373-0050. 



24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

From Father Thom Miller  

A young writer asks: 

“I’m in need of a pep talk. I’ve 
fallen into the trap of comparing 
myself to other people and I 
need to shift my focus. How do 

you deal when you feel inadequate?”  

You’re very smart to realize that you need to shift 
your focus. Comparing ourselves to others is a time-
and-spirit whirlpool that sucks us down into a 
spiritual muck that becomes hard to escape and can 
really drag us into depression.  

When I identify feelings of envy — usually because 
I’ve been grudging how “together” someone else 
seems to be, or how directed, motivated and tireless 
they are — or when I just feel like the greatest failure 
in nature, I take action against all of that in a couple 
of ways: 

1) I remind myself that I don’t really know anyone 
else or their true circumstances. All I know is what 
people choose to show. I have no idea what demons 
may be motivating their “tirelessness” or their 
“directedness” and driving their nonstop (sometimes 
almost frenzied-seeming) activity. Quite often the 
people who seem like they are firing on all cylinders, 
every single day, feel a need to look that way to 
others because they are insecure, themselves. 

EVERYONE is in a great battle, and very few people 
are as together as they’d like everyone else to think. 
Once you understand that, it’s difficult to entertain 
envy for very long. It gets drowned in a 
compassionate wash of fellow-feeling. 

2) I take stock of all the things I have to be thankful 
about — beyond the usual (“I love my family; my 
family loves me…”) — things like, “I can function on 
my own; I can get up in the morning, make coffee and 
walk out to the porch. I can hear birdsong.” In other 
words, I think about all the small losses — like the 
ability to hear the birds — that would devastate me 
much more than not being as cool or successful or 
together as whoever it is I am envying. 

Take a page from this lady, who says, “I’m still alive 
and I can lift my elbows – it’s great.” 

3) Praise the skills and gifts of the person who is 
making you feel inadequate, because guess what? It’s 
not that person making you feel bad. It’s YOU, getting 
yourself into a bad place because you’ve been too 
busy looking at someone else’s garden instead of 
tending your own. 

If you spend all your time despising your strawberries 
because hers are prettier, your strawberries will 
wither and die. 

4) Ask God to bless the person you’re envying with a 
good day. Even if you have to force it. 

Force the praise. Force the prayer. It will do you 
good. Then praise God that you were able to do it, 
and ask to be as generous to others as God has been 
to you. 

God is never outdone in generosity. Never, never, 
never. This means you can afford to be generous as 
hell to others, materially, spiritually, and 
professionally. 

5) In your backyard, have a whiskey and a cigarette. 
Yes, yes, I know, that’s supposed to be “bad.” Good 
people aren’t supposed to do that, and if the whiskey 
and the cig are really out of the question then get 
yourself a cup of coffee or tea and make the best of 
it. Either way, go do it: sit down away from your work 
and tell yourself you’re going to whine a little, 
because acknowledging that you’re whining will 
knock it out of you. 

Invent a dialogue in your head with a favorite 
character or historical person. What would 
Casablanca’s Rick Blaine say to your self-pity? How 
might Dorothy Day tell you to buck up? Both might 
join you for the whiskey and the cigarette, but 
neither would permit you to indulge the whine for 
long. Imagine talking to Frank Sinatra — whose life 
certainly had its ups and downs — and remember his 
often-quoted advice: “You gotta love livin’, baby, 
because dyin’s a pain in the axx!” 

6) Tamp out the cigarette. Knock back the last bit of 
Whiskey, or tea. Get back to work. 
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Our Parish Community 

Patronal Feast Days at Christ the Divine 
Shepherd 

 
Commemorate their Example and Witness 
                  
September 29:    St Michael 
October 16:         St Gerard Majella 
October 19:     NAM  
April 16:               St Bernadette 
  
Mark your calendars for these special dates 
in our parish life and plan to join us for Holy 
Mass in the churches whose name honors 
these special saints! 
 
Please note you must Save-a-Seat. 

The next SAM Rosary for Recovery will be 
Wednesday,  September 16 at CDS, North American 
Martyrs Church. We will meet at 7:00PM in the front 
parking lot of the Church for the Rosary followed by 
an informal gathering for all who are afflicted or 
affected by addiction. It will be a safe, confidential 
place for people to seek education, referral and 
support.  This will be an outdoor meeting but please 

SAM – Substance Addiction Ministry 

The Purgatorian Society of Christ the Divine 
Shepherd parish invites you to participate in prayer 
with us "to empty Purgatory." 
Wednesdays, St. Susanna, at 5pm 
Thursdays, St. Bernadette, at 5pm 
Beginning September 16 and 17, ADORATION will 
follow the Purgatorian prayers. 
Wednesday, St. Susanna, 6pm to 7 pm. 
Thursday, St. Bernadette, 6 pm to 7 pm. 

Purgatorian Society and Adoration 

CDS on Flocknote 

Christ the Divine Shepherd is now on Flocknote! We will provide updates and announcements 

that may come directly to you via email and/or text. To sign up, go to flocknote.com. Select 

‘Find a Church’ and then enter zipcode 15146. Select Christ the Divine Shepherd and enter 

your information to register. We will begin providing information through this portal in the 

near future. Stay connected to Christ the Divine Shepherd to remain current on Mass 

schedules, events and other important information.  

The Legion of Mary meets each Saturday in the St. 
Gerard Majella Church parking lot at 11:00am. For 
more information about the Legion of Mary you can 
check out their  regional website at 
https://pittsburghregia.com/. 

Legion of Mary 

What: Praying The Holy Rosary! 
Where: Corner of Rte. 22 and Center Road (Jonnet 
Bldg. /Enterprise Corner) Monroeville, PA 15146 
When: SATURDAY, OCT. 10, 2020  at NOON (Approx. 
45 minutes) Rain or Shine. 

Public Square Rosary Crusade! 
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Our Parish Community 

Do you know someone who might want to join the Catholic Church? Consider joining us for RCIA, the Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults. It’s open to anyone who is curious about our Church and wants to be initiated 
into the Faith. We are looking at ways to develop new approaches that will allow us to continue even during 
the current restrictions. The RCIA Program will begin in the fall. Contact Deacon Mike at the Parish Office (412-
373-0050 x 112)  or by email (mkelly@cdsmph.org) to register or for more details. 
Let us show you that the Catholic Church can be welcoming!! 

RCIA Begins in the Fall  

Help is needed with our Faith Formation/CCD program.  In order to ensure the safety of our CCD students, 
we are working with online religion sources that would be both Catholic faith filled and easy to use for 
Catechists, parents and children. We are looking at providing an on-line experience with content provided by 
a couple of sources of Catholic catechetical resources. To do this we need help from you to share your faith, 
time, and talent with our parish children.    If you or someone you know can help in guiding families 
through  the catechetical year, have experience using a computer and an internet connection at home, 
please contact Marlene Kopper at mkopper@cdsmph.org or Irene Swackhammer 
at iswackhammer@cdsmph.org   

CCD / Faith Formation  

Burger Bash  
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Our Parish Community 

Blood Drive  



24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
Lawrence Besh 
Vincent Nese 

Robert Popavich 
Lois Tierney  

https://christthedivineshepherd.org/
funerals  

Mass Intentions for 2020 
 

We will begin taking Mass intentions for the remainder of 2020, as follows: 
Beginning Monday, September 14, we invite you to visit our parish office (located at 245 Azalea Dr, Monroeville, 
on the site of St Bernadette church) during regular business hours. 
 

Mass Intentions for 2021 
 

We will begin taking Mass intentions for 2021 on November 14, with an event at one of our church sites.  Please 
stay tuned for more information! 

Our Parish Community 

Position: part-time, approx. 10 hrs/wk (2.5 hrs Sat, 2.5 hrs Sun, 5 hrs M-F) 
 

Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish in Monroeville and Penn Hills is seeking a part-time custodian to be part of 
our maintenance team.  The responsibilities of the position will include but not be limited to cleaning services 
(trash removal, mopping, restroom cleaning, sanitization of interior spaces) and snow/ice removal from 
sidewalks and steps.  The successful candidate will have a High School / Trade School diploma or GED, and 
three years custodial experience. 
 

Required clearances include Diocese of Pittsburgh Safe Environment Application, Protecting God’s Children 
Workshop, PA Child Abuse History Clearance, FBI fingerprinting, Mandated Reporter Training. 
Interested parties should submit a resume by 9/18/20 via email to LDA@cdsmph.org or via mail to: 
            Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish 
            245 Azalea Dr 
            Monroeville PA. 15146 
            Attn: Jerry Brandl 

Job Opportunity, Part-time Custodian 

Pray for the Repose of Souls  

Mass Intentions  

Service will be held in Church! 
Save your seat at  
CDSMPH.ORG/RSVP 

https://christthedivineshepherd.org/funerals
https://christthedivineshepherd.org/funerals
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Adoration will take 
place beginning this 

Wednesday, September 
9 during the second 

hour of private prayer, 
6pm to 7pm at St. 

Susanna and Thursday, 
September 10, from 
6pm to 7 pm at St. 

Bernadette.  Plan to 
stop by and pray for 

your private needs and 
pray for our parish.  

Our Parish Community 

Eucharistic Adoration 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is receiving multiple requests for those who are 
continuing to need help due to Covid-19.  Here are some outside resources that have 
funding  or resources beyond what we are able to provide. 
 

For Families:   
Crisis Text Line: Text ‘PA’ to 741741 for help 24/7.  PA’s new support helpline run by the 
Department of Human Services 855-284-2494. 
Disaster Distress Helpline: Experiencing emotional distress due to Covid-19?  Call 1-800-985-5990 or text 
‘TalkWithUs’ to 66746 to connect with a trained crisis counselor. 
Get Help Now for substance use disorder: Reach out for support from the Department of Drug and Alcohol 
Programs by calling 1-800-662-4357. 
 

For Rent/Mortgage: 
The Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency recently announced that help is available for renters and 
homeowners financially impacted by Covid-19.  Full details on eligibility and more are available at 
www.phfa.org or call 1-855-U-Are-Home (827-3466).  Renters in Allegheny County can apply on line at: 
https://covidrentrelief.alleghenycounty.us/.   Homeowners must download and submit their completed 
applications directly to PFHA at the following address: PHFA/PMAP, PO Box 15530, Harrisburg, PA 17105-
5530 
 

For Children: 
For the latest updates on schools visit education.pa.gov  If you are looking for childcare visit 
www.findchildcare.pa.gov 
 

For Seniors: 
The annual Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program worth $24 is available to eligible residents of Allegheny 
County.  Call 412-350-4219 or email AAA-SFMNP@alleghenycounty.us for an application. Only completed 
applications received by September 24, 2020 will be processed. 

It’s OK to reach out for help! 

http://www.phfa.org
https://covidrentrelief.alleghenycounty.us/
http://www.findchildcare.pa.gov
mailto:AAA-SFMNP@alleghenycounty.us


24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Monday: Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1-2, 34-38; Phil 2:6- 
  11;  Jn 3:13-17 
Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1b-5;  
  Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31 — 13:13; Ps 33:2-5, 12, 22;  
  Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28;  
  Lk 7:36-50 
Friday:  1 Cor 15:12-20; Ps 17:1bcd, 6-8b, 15;  
  Lk 8:1-3 

Readings for the Week  

Sunday, September 13, 2020   
8:00am, St. Bernadette, (RT), Adrian Zola—Val Zola and Family  
9:00am, St. Susanna,  (TM), For the People of the Parish  
11:00am, St. Bernadette (LA)*,  John Dilanni—Marie Coma  
11:30am, St. Susanna,  (RT),  Anna Mendicino—Krista Mignogna  
Monday, September 14, 2020 
9:30am, St. Bernadette, (LA),  Fred Armocida—Bernadette Volberg, Dennis & Jessica Pfeuffer  
Tuesday, September 15, 2020  
9:30am, St. Susanna, (TM),  Sharon & Anthony Nicolazzo—Karen & Patrick McDonough  
Wednesday, September 16, 2020  
9:30am, St. Bernadette,  (LA),  Angelo DiPiazza—Chuck & Jeannie Summerville  
Thursday, September 17, 2020  
9:30am, St. Susanna,  (TM),  Margaret Walsh Ford—John & Chris Walsh  
Friday, September 18, 2020  
9:30am, St. Bernadette, (RT), Antionette Villalpando—Villalpando Family  
Saturday, September 19, 2020   
4:00pm, St. Bernadette, (RT),  In loving memory of Jackie Warnock—Daughter, Ginny Warnock  
5:00pm, St. Susanna, (LA),  Leonard Mizgorski—Wife, Joan & Children  
Sunday, September 20, 2020   
8:00am, St. Bernadette, (TM), D'Agostino Family—Frank  
9:00am, St. Susanna,  (LA)*, Ed Patula—Joe & Diann Giunta  
11:00am, St. Bernadette (TM),  For the People of the Parish  
11:30am, St. Susanna,  (RT),  Donna DeBellis—Jeanette & Bill Kraus  

Legend 
LA Fr Larry Adams 
TM Fr Thom Miller 
RT Fr Rick Thompson 

* Incense will be used at 

Mass. 

Mass Intentions 

 
Our Live-stream Masses continue every Monday, 

Wednesday, Friday, at 9:30am. 
 

 Sunday we live-stream at 9:00am and 11:00am.  
  

 Please like us on Facebook @ 
ChristTheDivineShepherd, we post important 

updates on Facebook along with on our website at 
www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org. 

A reminder that our 
Church Buildings open a 

half-hour prior to the 
start of Mass.  
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Rev. Larry Adams, Moderator of Team Ministry  

Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 

frthom1951@gmail.com 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 

rthompson@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 

mkelly@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 

rtucek@diopitt.org 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 

bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 

jbandish@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  

mbender@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 

ckarell@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 

jbrandl@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 

ccowan@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Marlene V. Kopper, Dir. Faith Formation 

mkopper@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Secretary 

kdestefano@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Secretary   

spalmieri@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Ginny Beck,  Secretary 

gbeck@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance Coordinator 

tjacob@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Leo Bickert, Maintenance  

lbickert@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  

ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Nanette Iorio, Maintenance 

Office Hours and Phones 

The Parish Office, located at 245 Azalea Dr, Monroeville PA, will 
reopen for walk-in visits beginning Monday, September 14.  Our 

office hours will be: 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 9am to 1pm 
Thurs: 9am to 4pm 
Sat: 3:30 to 5:30pm 
Sun: 9am to 12:30pm 
 

Our email address is parishoffice@cdsmph.org  

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org  ChristTheDivineShepherd 

At Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be celebrated on Saturdays at noon at St 
Bartholomew Church. It will be celebrated in “drive-through” 
style in your car (no confessions will be celebrated inside the 
church), following all applicable standards put in place by civil 
authority (i.e., social distancing, use of masks in public places, 
etc).   

Confessions  

Baptisms will be celebrated following the Sunday 11:00 am Mass 
at St. Bernadette and the Sunday 11:30am Mass at St. Susanna. 
Please call Deacon Mike at the parish office at 412-373-0050 X112 
to plan your celebration of Baptism!  

Baptism  

A Reminder that Private Prayer will be held alternately in both 
Monroeville and Penn Hills. 
 

 St. Bernadette will be open for Private Prayer Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday for a half-hour before and after the 
9:30am Mass and Thursdays from 5pm-7pm 

 St. Susanna will be open for Private Prayer Tuesday and 
Thursday for a half-hour before and after the 9:30am Mass 
and Wednesdays from 5pm-7pm 

 Quiet prayer and adoration will take place from 6pm till 7pm 
during our private prayer times  

 

Private Prayer  

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: 412-456-3093  (Office) 1-888- 808-1235 (Hot Line) 
PA Child Line:  1-800-932-0313   

St. Vincent dePaul assistance line: 412-436-9208  



24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

The Order of  Mass  

Introit         

Grant peace to all who are waiting for you O Lord, so that your prophets may be proved trustworthy; hear  
the prayers of your servant and of your people Israel.  

Processional Song                                 Alleluia Sing To Jesus   

Greeting 

Priest:  The Lord be with you 

All:  And with your spirit 

 

Penitential  Rite  
 

Lord Have Mercy,  Christ Have Mercy, Lord Have Mercy 

 

Glory to God 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we 
adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.  
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading :  Sirach 27:30 — 28:7 

 
 

Responsorial Psalm : The Lord is kind and merciful; merciful is the Lord.  
 
Second Reading : Romans 14:7-9 
 

1.) Alleluia! sing to Jesus! His the scepter, his the 
throne; Alleluia! his the triumph, His the victory 
alone; Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a 
mighty flood; Jesus out of ev’ry nation. Has redeemed 
us by his blood. 
 
2.) Alleluia! King eternal, You the Lord of lords we 
own; Alleluia! Born of Mary Earth your footstool, 
heav’n your throne: You within the veil have entered, 
Robed in flesh, our great high priest; Here on earth 
both priest and victim In the Eucharistic feast. 
 

3.)Alleluia! Alleluia! Glory be to God on high; 
Alleluia to the Savior Who has won the victory; 
Alleluia to the Spirit, Font of love and sanctity; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! To the triune majesty. 
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The Order of  Mass 

Gospel Acclamation                                                                                                                    
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35    
 
Priest:  “The Lord be with you” 

All:  And  with your spirit. 
Priest:  “A reading from the holy Gospel according to ...” 

All:  Glory to you,  O Lord. 
 

After the Gospel, the Priest says “The Gospel of the Lord” 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Homily 

 

Profession of Faith 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven (all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again  on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 
 
Offertory                                                         Lord I Need You 

1.) Lord, I come, I confess Bowing here I find my rest 
Without You I fall apart You're the One that guides 

my heart. 
 

(Refrain) Lord, I need You, oh, I need You 
Every hour I need You 

My one defense, my righteousness 
Oh God, how I need You. 

2.) Where sin runs deep Your grace is more 
Where grace is found is where You are 

Where You are, Lord, I am free 
Holiness is Christ in me.  (Refrain).  
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The Order of  Mass 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Invitation to Prayer 

Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the almighty Father 

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands  for the praise and glory of his name,  
 for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God 

All: It is right and just 

 

Sanctus 

Memorial Acclamation 

 

Great Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sign of Peace  At the present time, the optional “sign of peace” has been suspended at our liturgies. 
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The Order of  Mass 

Agnus Dei 

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those 
 who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

 

All:  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word 
 and my soul shall be healed. 
 
Spiritual Communion Prayer 

 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire 

to receive you in my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there, and unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
 

Communion Chant   
 

 Bring up your sacrifices and come into his courts; adore the Lord in his holy temple.   
     

Final Blessing 
 

Priest:  The Mass is ended, go in peace.  
All:  Thanks be to God.               
 
Closing Song                                 I Know my Redeemer Lives   

 
1.) I know that my Redeemer lives; what comfort this sweet sentence gives! Christ lives, He lives, who once 

was dead; He lives, my ever living Head. 
2.)  Christ lives triumphant from the grave, He lives eternally to save, Christ lives in majesty above, He lives to 

guide the Church in love. 
 

*Communion will be distributed to the congregation following Mass* 
 

 

 

 


