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Welcome to our Parish! 
 

We are happy you have joined us today and want you 
to know that you are always welcome at Christ the 

Divine Shepherd Parish. We invite you to participate 
in our many parish activities and ministries 

mentioned in this bulletin. We all have different gifts 
and talents that we can use to serve God and each 

other.  
 

 

 

 

 
The Catholic Community of   
Penn Hills and Monroeville  

 
 

 

 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
St. Bernadette 9:30am 

 
Tuesday, Thursday 

St. Susanna 9:30am  
 
 
 
 

Saturday 
St. Bernadette 4:00pm  
St. Susanna 5:00pm  
 

Sunday 
St. Bernadette 8:00am  
St. Susanna 9:00am   
St. Bernadette 11:00am 
St. Susanna 11:30am    

Mass Schedule 

To Save your Seat for Mass log on to our website at 
cdsmph.org/rsvp or call the office at 412-373-0050. 



Third Sunday of Advent 

 

From Father Thom  

Shortly after his 
conversion, St. Augustine 
penned these immortal 
words: “Late have I loved 
you, O Beauty ever 

ancient, ever new, late have I loved you! You 
were within me, but I was outside, and it was 
there that I searched for you. In my 
unloveliness I plunged into the lovely things 
that you created. You were with me, but I was 
not with you.”      
 Augustine, sincere, but restless, had 
been searching for love and God. Eventually 
he found them in the most unexpected of all 
places, inside of himself. God and love had 
been inside of him all along, but he had hadn't 
been inside of himself. 
 There's a lesson here: We don't pray to 
make God present to us. God is already 
present, always present everywhere. We pray 
to make ourselves present to God. God is no 
more present in church than in a bar, but we 
generally are more present to God in church 
than we are in a bar. The problem of presence 
is not with God, but with us. Augustine was 
lucky; the clock never ran out on him. He 
realized this before it was too late: "Late have 
I loved you!" Sometimes we aren't as lucky, 
our health and our lives must be radically 
threatened or taken from us before we realize 
how rich these in fact already are, if only we 
made ourselves more present to them. If 
everything were taken away from us and then 
given back, our perspective would change 
drastically. 
 Victor Frankl, the author of Man's 
Search for Meaning, like Augustine, also was 
lucky. He had been clinically dead for a few 

minutes and then revived by doctors. When 
he returned to his ordinary life after this, 
everything suddenly became very rich: "One 
very important aspect of post-mortem life is 
that everything gets precious, gets piercingly 
important. You get stabbed by things, by 
flowers and by babies and by beautiful things-
just the very act of living, of walking and 
breathing and eating and having friends and 
chatting. Everything seems to look more 
beautiful rather than less, and one gets the 
much-intensified sense of miracles."     
 The secret to prayer is not to try to 
make God present, but to make ourselves 
present to God. The secret to finding beauty 
and love in life is basically the same. Like God, 
beauty & love are already present. The trick is 
to make ourselves present to them. Like the 
young Augustine, we are away from 
ourselves, strangers to our own experience, 
seeking outside of ourselves something that is 
already inside of us. The trick is to come 
home.  God and the moment don't have to be 
searched out and found. They're already here. 
We need to be here.  All our moments are 
golden ones: we only have today! 
 
Karl Rahner said that: "I don't believe in 
MIRACLES, I rely on them to get through each 
day.” 
 
Miracles are always present within our lives. 

Are we? 



Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Our Parish Community 

New Director of Religious Education (DRE) 

It is with great joy and blessings that I come to you as the new DRE at 
Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish. I look forward to ministering to the 
CCD Families and others, as well as others in this community of faith. 
 
Although we are living in challenging times, the faith formation of your 
children and families is extremely important. You, as parents and 
guardians, are called, by virtue of your child’s Baptism to be the “first 
and best teacher of your children in the ways of the faith.” The most 

important way to pass along your faith is to participate, as a family, in the celebration of the 
Holy Mass. 
 
We have great catechetical resources that will help you in passing along the faith of the 
Church. Additionally, they are quite engaging and filled with activities that your entire family 
will enjoy.  
 
Your child’s catechist, Irene Swackhammer and I are all very excited about growing in our 
faith together. Throughout these challenging times, we will work with you to give your 
children the best experience possible.  
 
Please note that, for students preparing to celebrate First Reconciliation, First Holy 
Communion, and Confirmation, we will provide information to you as we progress through 
this year and finalize our plans for these milestone celebrations. 
 
On a brief personal note, I am a permanent deacon (assigned to Corpus Christi Parish in 
Bridgeville) and have experience as a DRE, Catholic school principal, public school 
administrator, and teacher. 
 
Until I am able to contact all of you, please feel free to send me an email at 
Lmiles@cdsmph.org 
 
With God’s Blessing,  
Deacon Lee. 

mailto:lmiles@cdsmph.org
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Our Parish Community 

If you are a member of Christ the Divine Shepherd 
Parish who took Communion to the homebound, we 
would like to talk to you and update our records. 
We wish to discern whether any of our Communion 
Call ministers are interested in resuming this 
ministry at the present time. Please reach out to 
Deacon Mike at mkelly@cdsmph.org or by phone 
412-373-0050 ext. 112. 

Communion to the Homebound 

Since we were unable to take up a canned food 
drive on Thanksgiving, we asked you to consider 
donating cash to the Little Sisters of the Poor at our 
Masses in November.  Through your generosity, we 
were able to send the Little Sisters $2,423.00 to 
support their ministry in service to those in need of 
food!  Thank you!  

Little Sisters of the Poor  

Our next Taize Service is Tuesday, 
December 15, 2020, CDS St. Gerard 
Majella Church. The Service states 
at 7:00pm. We ask that you save-
your-seat at cdsmph.org/rsvp.  

Taize Service  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pittsburgh Catholic News  

Virtual Blood Drive 
December 6– December 13 
For more information visit:  

Visit www.CDSMPH.org and click the 
Blood Drive Link  

Campus Ministry at Cal U was a game changer 
for 2020 grad and Christ the Divine Shepherd 
parishioner Cynthia Obiekezie. Read in The 
Pittsburgh Catholic how the ministry helped 
her to grow in her faith, learn her identity, and 
evangelize others.  You can find a link to 
Reporter Bob DeWitt’s story on our website at 
cdsmph.org or browse to the Pittsburgh 
Catholic directly 
at www.pittsburghcatholic.org.  

FEAST OF FAITH: The Shape of the Mass 
In the renewal of the liturgy that followed the Second Vatican Council, the full, conscious, and active participation 
of the assembly was the primary consideration. By participation, the Council Fathers did not mean volunteering 

as a Eucharistic Minister or lector, or even just joining in the singing and the spoken responses, but active 
engagement and prayerful understanding of the rites. They envisioned a transparent liturgy, a worship that spoke 

so directly to the hearts and minds of the faithful that it would require no explanation at all. The liturgy itself is 
the best possible catechesis on the liturgy. What does the liturgy teach us? It shows us the ministry of Jesus 

continuing in the present. He gathers a community. He calls us to prayer and repentance and praise. He teaches 
us with the very word of God. He does not send us away empty, but sets before us a marvelous banquet, feeding 

us with his very body and blood. Then he sends us forth to do what he has done—to give ourselves for others, not 
just in words, but in deeds. The Mass is the pattern of our Christian lives. 
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Our Parish Community 

On behalf of the parish Resource Planning Advisory Committee, I have been asked to provide you with an 

update on the work we have been doing.  You may recall reading in past bulletins about the formation of a 

"Resource Planning Advisory Committee" to begin our parish's journey to 

establish sustainable ministry and evangelization.  The question we asked 

ourselves was “what are the needs of the parish and what resources are 

required to support those needs?”  In order to address that question, our 

process began with the assessment and evaluation of all buildings within 

Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish.    
 

The Task Force team consists of a representative from each of the 

predecessor parishes which merged to form CDS, namely DeeDee Adams 

(St. Bernadette), Jim Gilboy, Jr (St. Gerard Majella), Jack Myler (St. Susanna), 

Joe Vento (St. Bartholomew), and me, John Kearns (North American 

Martyrs/St. Michael).  Our purpose is to determine the viability of our 

resources for long term sustainability and stewardship for a vibrant parish 

by evaluating all existing buildings in the parish, based on guidelines 

provided by the diocese.   
 

I am pleased to inform you that, over the last thirty days, we have 

completed the tours of all twenty buildings of our parish.  By the time you read this, the Resource Task Force 

will have met to compile all of our evaluation data, and been working to finalize our recommendations.  This 

is only the first step in a process that will continue over the coming months as we enter 2021, during which 

our findings will be presented to the Pastoral Council and Finance Council, and, ultimately, to you, the parish 

community.  We humbly ask for your prayers, patience, and understanding as we continue this task, at all 

times trusting in the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

         In Christ’s peace, 

         John Kearns  

Resource Planning Advisory Committee Update  

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 

CDS Weekly Financial Update 

CDS Resource Planning Advisory Committee 
visits one of our parish buildings  
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Our Parish Community 

Pray for the Repose of Souls  

Addiction Recovery Ministry 

On Tuesday, December 15, Father Michael will offer a reflection and enrichment on 
John 1:14, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in Madonna of Jerusalem Church, 201 9th Street, 
Sharpsburg, PA 15215. If you are unable to attend in person, the presentation will be 
broadcast live on our Facebook page, Addiction Recovery Ministry Pittsburgh. All are 
welcome. 

https://christthedivineshepherd.org/funerals  

Thomas Dunbar 
Edith Fragale 

Rachel Edwards 
Michael Ciaramella 

Carmen Barbieri 
Thelma Koloc 

 

Elisabetta Ambroselli 
Margaret Matelan  

Richard Stock  
Theresa Chianese 
Christine Samroc 
Annette Daniels   

Around the Diocese 

It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Melissa Busbey, 
former Secretary and Bookeeper of St. Bartholomew.  Melissa was a faithful 
parishioner and also served as a CCD teacher and Extraordinary Minister of 
the Eucharist. She is survived by her Husband Michael.   
 
 

May the Angels lead you into paradise: may the martyrs receive you at your 
coming, and lead you into the holy city, Jerusalem. May the choir of Angels 

receive you, and with Lazarus, who once was poor, may you have everlasting 
rest.  

Eternal rest, grant unto her, O LORD  

https://christthedivineshepherd.org/funerals
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Divine Mercy Academy ~ 6th Grade  

 Sixth grade has been working hard and having fun applying what they have learned. In 

English, they recently used their grammar skills and knowledge of figurative language to 

complete an online escape room. They are currently finishing their letters of gratitude to 

those people in their lives who have supported and inspired them. 

In science class, they are exploring states of matter and thermal energy. They are also 

learning how to divide decimals by power of 10 in math class. Stories in reading have 

focused on individuals around the world who have displayed courage in the face of 

adversity. Students are presently learning about human geography in social studies 

class. In religion class, sixth grade is studying the graces that can be received through the 

Sacraments and how they bring us closer to God. Students had sent friendly letters to 

the seniors at Seneca Manor in October and this month will be making them ornaments 

as well. 

Lottery Ticket Fundraiser 

Divine Mercy Academy’s big fundraiser is now underway!   

For a donation of $10.00, ticket holders have a chance to win between $100 - $500 during the month of 

January 2021.  Each ticket has four numbers and the winner is based on the 7:00 pm PA Pick 4 Lottery 

Number.  There is no need to keep track of the daily numbers, the winners will automatically be notified and 

receive their winnings. 

These Lottery tickets would be a great Christmas gift for family and friends or as stocking stuffers, so please 

support DMA fundraising. 

Please contact the school office to purchase tickets. 

Thank you in advance for your support! 

Volunteers will be at the masses this weekend selling tickets.  
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Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-9;  
 Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19,  
 23; Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;  
 Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17;  
 Mt 1:1-17 
Friday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;  
 Mt 1:18-25 

Readings for the Week  

Sunday, December 13, 2020  
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (TM), Mary & John Papso -- Family 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (RT), Hank & Dolores Lauer -- St Gerard Friends 
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (TM)*, For the People of our Parish 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (AZ), Richard Witas -- The Kutchos 
Monday, December 14, 2020 
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (LA ), Robert Kocur -- Family  
Tuesday, December 15, 2020  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (TM ), Kathrine Rozmyak -- Daughter  
Wednesday, December 16, 2020  
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (LA), Donald Schratz -- Dr. Richard Blank  
Thursday, December 17, 2020  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (RT ), Lou Krueger Jr. -- Joe Wilkevich  
Friday, December 18, 2020  
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (TM ), Paul & Brian Campbell -- Marilyn Campbell  
Saturday, December 19, 2020   
4:00PM, St Bernadette, (TM ), Leslie Jamgochian -- Family 
5:00PM, St Susanna, (RT ), Bill Noble -- Mary Joyce 
Sunday, December 20, 2020  
8:00AM, St Bernadette,  LA), Lucy & Mary Velon -- Palmieri Family 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (TM)*, Richard Witas -- Peg 
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (LA ), 90th Birthday of Leo Hajdukiewicz -- Family 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (RT ), For the People of our Parish 

Legend 
LA Fr Larry Adams 
TM Fr Thom Miller 
RT Fr Rick Thompson 

* Incense will be used at 

Mass. 

Mass Intentions 

 
Our Live-stream Masses continue every Monday, 

Wednesday, Friday, at 9:30am. 
 

 Sunday we live-stream at 9:00am and 11:00am.  
  

 Please like us on Facebook @ 
ChristTheDivineShepherd, we post important 

updates on Facebook along with on our website at 
www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org. 

A reminder that our 
Church Buildings 
open a half-hour 

prior to the start of 
Mass.  



Third Sunday of Advent 

 

 

Rev. Larry Adams, Moderator of Team Ministry  

Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 

frthom1951@gmail.com 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 

rthompson@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 

mkelly@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 

rtucek@diopitt.org 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 

bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 

jbandish@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  

mbender@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 

ckarell@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 

jbrandl@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 

ccowan@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Lee Miles, Dir. Faith Formation 

lmiles@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Secretary 

kdestefano@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Secretary   

spalmieri@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Ginny Beck,  Secretary 

gbeck@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance Coordinator 

tjacob@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Leo Bickert, Maintenance  

lbickert@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  

ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Nanette Iorio, Maintenance 

Office Hours  

The Parish Office located at 245 Azalea Dr, Monroeville PA. 
will be closed to all walk-in business beginning Monday December 
14, 2020. For assistance please call the office at 412-373-0050 or 
email us at parishoffice@cdsmph.org .  

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org  ChristTheDivineShepherd 

At Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be celebrated on Saturdays at noon at St 
Bartholomew Church. It will be celebrated in “drive-up” style in 
your car (no confessions will be celebrated inside the church), 
following all applicable standards put in place by civil authority 
(i.e., social distancing, use of masks in public places, etc).   

Confessions  

Baptisms will be celebrated following the Sunday 11:00 am Mass 
at St. Bernadette and the Sunday 11:30am Mass at St. Susanna. 
Please call Deacon Mike at the parish office at 412-373-0050 X112 
to plan your celebration of Baptism!  

Baptism  

A Reminder that Private Prayer is held alternately in both 
Monroeville and Penn Hills. 
 

 St. Bernadette will be open for Private Prayer Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday for a half-hour before and after the 
9:30am Mass and Thursdays from 4pm-6pm 

 St. Susanna will be open for Private Prayer Tuesday and 
Thursday for a half-hour before and after the 9:30am Mass 
and Wednesdays from 4pm-6pm 

 Adoration will take place at St Susanna from 4pm till 5pm, 
and at St Bernadette from 5pm till 6pm, at their respective 
private prayer times  

Private Prayer  

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: 412-456-3093  (Office) 1-888- 808-1235 (Hot Line) 
PA Child Line:  1-800-932-0313   

St. Vincent dePaul assistance line: 412-436-9208  
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The Order of  Mass  

Introit                      Processional Song 

Greeting 
Priest:  The Lord be with you  All:  And with your spirit 

 

Penitential  Rite  
Kyrie eleison, Christie eleison, Kyrie eleison  
 
 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading :  Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11  
 

Responsorial Psalm : My soul rejoices in my God (Luke 1:46-50, 53-54). 
 
 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  
 
Gospel Acclamation                                                                                                                    

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Gospel:  John 1:6-8, 19-28  
 
Priest:  “The Lord be with you” 

All:  And  with your spirit. 
Priest:  “A reading from the holy Gospel according to ...” 

All:  Glory to you,  O Lord. 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
 
1.) Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, 
Great David’s greater Son! Hail, in 
the time appointed, God’s reign 
on earth begun! Christ comes to 
break oppression, to set the 
captive free; to take away 
transgression, and rule in equity. 
 
2.) Christ comes with tender 
healing, for those who suffer 
wrong. To help the poor and 
pleading, and bid the weak be 
strong; to give them songs, not 
sighing, their darkness turn to 
light. Whose souls, condemned 
and dying, are precious in his 
sight.  
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The Order of  Mass 

Profession of Faith 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven (all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again  on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 
 
Offertory                                                 The King Shall Come 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Invitation to Prayer 

Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the almighty Father 

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands  for the praise and glory of his name,  
 for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God 

1.) The King shall come when morning dawns and light triumphant breaks; when beauty gilds 
the eastern hills and life to joy awakes. Not as of old, a little child to bear and fight and die; 

but crowned with glory like the sun that lights the morning sky.  
 

2.) O brighter than the rising morn when Christ victorious rose, and left the lonesome place of 
death, despite the raging foes. O brighter than that glorious morn shall this fair morning be. 

When Christ our King in beauty comes and we his face shall see.  
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The Order of  Mass 

Sanctus 

Great Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sign of Peace  At the present time, the optional “sign of peace” has been suspended at our liturgies. 

Agnus Dei 
 
 
 

Mystery of Faith 
 

When we eat this bread and 
drink this cup we proclaim 
your death O Lord until you 
come again.  

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of 
God, behold him who takes 
away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those who are 
called to the supper of the 
Lamb. 

All: Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter un-
der my roof, but only say 
the word and my soul shall 
be healed. 
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The Order of  Mass 

 
Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire 

to receive you in my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there, and unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
 

Communion Chant   
Say: Take courage, you who are faint hearted and do not fear; behold our God will come and he will save 

us.  
 

Communion Song                                             O Come O Come Emmanuel  
(REFRAIN) 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you O Israel. 
Final Blessing 

Priest:  The Mass is ended, go in peace.  
All:  Thanks be to God.               
 
Hymn at the Dismissal                                                  In the Lord  

. 
 

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice! Look to God, do not be afraid. Lift up your 
voices the Lord is near; lift up your voices, the Lord is near.  

 

 One License A-737037  

12:00am  St. Bernadette * 
9:00am St. Susanna * 
10:00am North American Martyrs 

2:00pm St. Bartholomew 
4:00pm St. Bernadette * 
4:00pm North American Martyrs 
4:30pm  St. Bartholomew 
5:30pm St. Michael 
6:30pm St. Gerard Majella 
6:30pm St. Susanna * 

Save-your-seat at  
cdsmph.org/rsvp 

* Mass will be live-streamed 


