
 
The Catholic Community of   
Penn Hills and Monroeville  

Website: www.cdsmph.org  www.flocknote.com/ChristTheDivineShepherd           ChristTheDivineShepherd 

Welcome to our Parish! 
We are happy you have joined us today and want you 

to know that you are always welcome at Christ the 
Divine Shepherd Parish. We invite you to participate 

in our many parish activities and ministries 
mentioned in this bulletin. We all have different gifts 
and talents that we can use to serve God and each 

other.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
St. Bernadette 9:30am 

Tuesday, Thursday 
St. Susanna 9:30am  

Saturday 
St. Bernadette 4:00pm  
St. Susanna 5:00pm  
 

Sunday 
St. Bernadette 8:00am  
St. Susanna 9:00am   
St. Bernadette 11:00am 
St. Susanna 11:30am    

Mass Schedule 

To Save your Seat for Mass log on to our website at 
cdsmph.org/rsvp or call the office at 412-373-0050. 
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From Father Larry Adams  

On behalf of Fr Thom, Fr Rick, Fr Fred, Deacon Mike, Deacon Rick, and the staff of Christ the 
Divine Shepherd Parish, I’d like to wish you and your loved ones a blessed Christmas octave 
and prayers for a healthy and prosperous New Year! 

This year has been unlike any other in living memory.  In a way, it fills us with sorrow that we find it difficult to 
gather and celebrate in the way that we are ordinarily accustomed to celebrating.  We find ourselves 
counting our blessings – family, friends, faith – but in an odd sort of way: instead of celebrating their 
presence with us, we’re feeling their absence.  This separation, surprisingly, reminds us of the blessings that 
they are in our lives. I keep trying to find the “silver lining” in this whole wild pandemic experience, and 
perhaps, this is another opportunity for grace: as Christians, we’re called to open our hearts to others, and 
look beyond our own needs.  For many people, the Christmas holidays are a time of pain and anxiety – the 
pain of the loss of a loved one or the anxiety of being unable to provide basic necessities to one’s family. 
Before we complain about what’s missing this year, perhaps it’s an opportunity to ask “is the context of this 
Christmas season really a hardship for me and my family… or are we merely being inconvenienced?”  And, if 
what we’re really feeling is the dissatisfaction of inconvenience, perhaps we can turn that into an opportunity 
– reach out to loved ones who have lost family members this year, and offer compassion and love to them!  
Or, as we think about those who “go without” this year, remember all the blessings we have… and give 
generously so that they may feel warmth this Christmas season! 

Many of us remember parents and grandparents offering the advice “offer it up.”  That’s not just a hackneyed 
phrase – it really does represent a particularly Catholic way of approaching the world!  We are encouraged to 
concentrate not on our own struggles, but to look to the needs of others and focus on them!  So, perhaps we 
won’t be able to spend time with family this season: can’t we take that as an opportunity to reach out to 
those who have lost family members this year, and comfort them?  Perhaps we won’t be able to celebrate at 
such great lengths as we’re accustomed to doing: can’t we take the money that we’re not spending on 
holiday parties and share it with those who are unable to meet basic needs?  At our parish, we support the 
ministry and charitable work done by the St Vincent de Paul Society and our Ladies of Charity groups. Please 
consider donating to them this holiday season, so that they might help those whose needs are more 
profound than our own! 

During this season, we as Christians celebrate the gift that God gave to us 
two millennia ago: the gift of the Son of God, present in the flesh among us.  
As we reflect on this past year and the upcoming months, can we open our 
hearts to give to those among us who are in most need of our help?  As 
Americans, we have been given so much… can we now, in turn, give to 
others? 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Blessings to you and your family, 

Fr Larry 
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Our Parish Community 

FEAST OF FAITH: Processions 
Why does the liturgy begin with a procession? It is not just a practical matter of getting the ministers of the liturgy 
from the sacristy to the sanctuary. The procession is a powerful sign of who we are as Christian people. We are not 

static, staying in one place. We are going somewhere. Our procession leads us to the altar, sign of Christ’s presence in 
our midst. We move, we process, because we recognize our need for what Christ is preparing for us at that table. We 

go forward eagerly, because we are hungry for that heavenly food. 
 This procession is an orderly one: servers, deacon, priest presider. Each is set apart by distinctive vesture: albs for 
the altar servers, dalmatic for the deacon, chasuble for the priest. The procession is an image of the hierarchical 
structure of the Church. On a deeper level it is an image of unity in diversity. We are all on a journey to the heavenly 
city, but each of us is clothed with different gifts. We all receive the call to service, but not in the same way. Only by 
coming together in all our wonderful variety can we achieve the work of the kingdom. 

www.flocknote.com/ChristTheDivineShepherd   

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
 

We close out the Christmas octave, the eight days 
following the birth of Christ, with a day honoring 

Mary as the Mother of God. Holy Mass will be 
held on January 1, 2020 at 9:30am at CDS St. 

Bernadette Church.  This Mass will also be live-
streamed on our website and Facebook! Please 

join us!  In addition, due to the pandemic, 
attendance at this holyday Mass is not an 

obligation. 
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Our Parish Community 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 

Each week, we’ve been sharing the details of our parish revenues (donations) and expenses.  Our parish 
finance council wishes to point out that the difference between the expenses (the ‘points’ on the graph) and 

the revenues (the tops of the ‘bars’ on the graph) is our weekly deficit.  Typically, that deficit is about $10,000 
each week.  (This week, we had lower-than-usual expenses and higher-than-usual donations (due to the 

upcoming Christmas holiday).) But, when we have $10K in deficits each week… it adds up.  Despite the fact 
that we reduced our expenses by 33% this year, we’re still likely to have spent $500,000 more than we 

received in donations.  The future of our parish depends on becoming financially stable and eliminating these 
deficits. 

Christ the Divine Shepherd -  Weekly Financial Update 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel 
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As we reach the end of another year, it’s normal to take stock of the past twelve months.  Here at our 
parish, a Catholic community in Penn Hills and Monroeville, we’ve had an eventful year.  Perhaps we 
might pause in order to look back that the year that was, and look forward to the year ahead. 

In January, the merger of our five predecessor parishes in Penn Hills and Monroeville into a single 
parish was accomplished. “Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish” came into existence early in January.  
Our goals were simple: to form a single Catholic community out of the various communities in our 

local region, and to take five communities – each of which were in operational deficit – and create a faith community 
that will be self-sufficient and sustainable for the future. 

In order to do so, we began a program of cost reductions.  We realigned our staff, and began preparations for a single 
office site.  We evaluated our expenditures at each site, and began searching for ways to reduce expenses.  By and 
large, we were very successful – our monthly expenses today are only 2/3 of what they were in January! 

But… then the COVID-19 pandemic hit, and we were faced with a new round of challenges.  Parish revenues decreased 
dramatically: when our parish family no longer gathered each weekend for Mass, our donations plummeted.  

Over the summer, we lost two of our resident priests, as Fr Al Zapf retired and Fr Faustine Furaha finished his doctoral 
studies and returned home. 

When the initial pandemic lockdown had passed, and we were again able to plan to gather for publicly-attended Mass, 
we thought about how we might proceed.  In the pre-COVID environment, we hosted 12 Masses each weekend at our 
six church sites.  Each weekend, around 3000 people attended our liturgies, which represented only a small fraction of 
our seating capacity (3/4 of these attended Mass in Monroeville, and ¼ in Penn Hills). In the summer, since we were 
still in the pandemic environment, we asked you – our parish community – whether you planned to attend Mass in 
person once we were able to do so.  As we looked at your responses, we realized that two Masses on Saturday 
afternoon/evening and two Masses on Sunday morning would meet the expressed need of the community.  Therefore, 
we decided to hold one Mass on Saturday and one Mass on Sunday in Penn Hills, and the same in Monroeville.   Later, 
when we had the opportunity to expand our schedule, we included an additional two Masses on Sunday mornings (one 
each in Penn Hills and in Monroeville).  We’ve found that half of our Masses fill up to the limited seating that is 
available (about one-third to one-half of actual seating capacity), and the other half of our Masses are only partially 
full.  As a result, it seems that we have met the needs of our parish community for in-person Mass attendance at this 
point.  We will want to re-evaluate this approach once the pandemic has passed, both in terms of Mass attendance and 
the maximum number of Masses our priests can celebrate each weekend. 

This past fall, we began the work of planning for the future of our parish.  A number of questions face us: what will our 
parish community look like, after the pandemic?  What needs for ministry will exist in Penn Hills and in Monroeville?  
What opportunities for evangelization should we be prepared to address?  What are our resources, and how might we 
best deploy them for the good of our parish community?  We formed a committee to address these questions, calling 
upon representatives of each of our predecessor parishes as committee members.  As of mid-December, they’ve 
reviewed all the relevant data, and they’ve visited each of the buildings at our six parish sites.  In the upcoming 
months, they’ll provide the results of their study to our parish councils, as well as their recommendation for our path 
forward. 

Next year, our parish councils will respond to this information, and will provide their thoughts and recommendations to 
our clergy leadership team.  At that point, Fr Thom and Fr Larry will prayerfully discern all the input they’ve received, 
and will take a number of actions.  First, a “town hall” meeting will be convened.  (At this point, it’s uncertain whether 
it will be in-person or virtual.) At this event, the information that has been gathered and the recommendations that 
have been suggested will be discussed, and the community will be invited to share their perspectives on the question 
of how we might best position our parish for ministry and evangelization in the future.  Finally, we will prepare a 
proposal to the diocese about how best to utilize our resources for future growth and sustainability. 

2020 has been a challenging year for the Catholic Community of Penn Hills and Monroeville.  As we look to Christ our 
Divine Shepherd for inspiration and pastoral care, we continue to trust in the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us in the 
year ahead! 
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Monday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8: Mt:13-18 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18 
Friday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7;  
 Lk 2:16-21 

Readings for the Week  

Sunday, December 27, 2020  
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (RT ), For the People of our Parish 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (TM ), Ed Konop -- Wife & Children 
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (RT )*, Thanksgiving to the Holy Family -- Natashia Lobo 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (LA ), Special Intention -- Stephanie Jonnet 
Monday, December 28, 2020 
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (RT), Justin & Katie Cartiff -- Jeff Schaffer  
Tuesday, December 29, 2020  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (LA ), Don Turak -- Sue Arcurie  
Wednesday, December 30, 2020  
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (TM ), Special Intention -- Stephanie Jonnet  
Thursday, December 31, 2020  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (RT) 
Friday, January 1, 2020  
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (LA , For the People of our Parish  
Saturday, January 2, 2020   
4:00PM, St Bernadette, (RT), Marty Kelly -- CDS Church Office 
5:00PM, St Susanna, (TM), Melissa Busbey -- Bart, Bess & Barty 
Sunday, January 3, 2020  
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (LA), For the People of our Parish 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (TM )*, Bill Storch -- NAM Funeral Choir  
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (LA ), Tessy Waligula -- Curtis Waligura 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (RT), Tom Koch -- NAM Funeral Choir  

Legend 
LA Fr Larry Adams 
TM Fr Thom Miller 
RT Fr Rick Thompson 

* Incense will be used at 

Mass. 

Mass Intentions 

Our Live-stream Masses continue every Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, at 9:30am. 

 
 Sunday we live-stream at 9:00am and 11:00am.  

  
 Please like us on Facebook @ 

ChristTheDivineShepherd, we post important 
updates on Facebook along with on our website at 

www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org. 

A reminder that our 
Church Buildings 
open a half-hour 

prior to the start of 
Mass.  
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Rev. Larry Adams, Moderator of Team Ministry  

Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 

frthom1951@gmail.com 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 

rthompson@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 

mkelly@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 

rtucek@diopitt.org 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 

bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 

jbandish@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  

mbender@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 

ckarell@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 

jbrandl@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 

ccowan@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Lee Miles, Dir. Faith Formation 

lmiles@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Secretary 

kdestefano@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Secretary   

spalmieri@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Ginny Beck,  Secretary 

gbeck@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance Coordinator 

tjacob@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Leo Bickert, Maintenance  

lbickert@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  

ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Nanette Iorio, Maintenance 

Office Hours  

The Parish Office located at 245 Azalea Dr, Monroeville PA. 
Is currently closed for all walk-in business. For assistance please call 
the office at 412-373-0050 or email us at 
parishoffice@cdsmph.org .  

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org  ChristTheDivineShepherd 

At Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be celebrated on Saturdays at noon at St 
Bartholomew Church. It will be celebrated in “drive-up” style in 
your car (no confessions will be celebrated inside the church), 
following all applicable standards put in place by civil authority 
(i.e., social distancing, use of masks in public places, etc).   

Confessions  

Baptisms will be celebrated following the Sunday 11:00 am Mass 
at St. Bernadette and the Sunday 11:30am Mass at St. Susanna. 
Please call Deacon Mike at the parish office at 412-373-0050 X112 
to plan your celebration of Baptism!  

Baptism  

A Reminder that Private Prayer is held alternately in both 
Monroeville and Penn Hills. 
 

• St. Bernadette will be open for Private Prayer Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday for a half-hour before and after the 
9:30am Mass and Thursdays from 4pm-6pm 

• St. Susanna will be open for Private Prayer Tuesday and 
Thursday for a half-hour before and after the 9:30am Mass 
and Wednesdays from 4pm-6pm 

• Adoration will take place at St Susanna from 4pm till 5pm, 
and at St Bernadette from 5pm till 6pm, on their respective 
private prayer days.. 

Private Prayer  

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: 412-456-3093  (Office) 1-888- 808-1235 (Hot Line) 
PA Child Line:  1-800-932-0313   

St. Vincent dePaul assistance line: 412-436-9208  
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The Order of  Mass  

Introit                    
 
Processional Song 
 
Greeting 
Priest:  The Lord be with you  All:  And with your spirit 

 

Penitential  Rite  
Kyrie eleison, Christie eleison, Kyrie eleison  
 
Lord Have Mercy,  Christ Have Mercy, Lord Have Mercy 

 
 

Glory to God 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to people of good will. We praise 
you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks for your 
great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, almighty Father.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you 
take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us; you take away the sins of 
the world, receive our prayer; you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us.  
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading  
 

Responsorial Psalm  
 
Second Reading 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                                                                                                    

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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The Order of  Mass 

Gospel 
 
Priest:  “The Lord be with you” 

All:  And  with your spirit. 
Priest:  “A reading from the holy Gospel according to ...” 

All:  Glory to you,  O Lord. 
After the Gospel, the Priest says “The Gospel of the Lord” 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Homily 

 
Profession of Faith 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven *and by 
the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again  on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*On Christmas, we genuflect , on all other days, we make a profound bow. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 
 
Offertory          

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Invitation to Prayer 

Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the almighty Father 

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands  for the praise and glory of his name,  
 for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
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The Order of  Mass 

Sanctus 

Great Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sign of Peace  At the present time, the optional “sign of peace” has been suspended at our liturgies. 

Agnus Dei 
 
 
 

Mystery of Faith 
 

When we eat this bread and 
drink this cup we proclaim 
your death O Lord until you 
come again.  

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of 
God, behold him who takes 
away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those who are 
called to the supper of the 
Lamb. 

All: Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter un-
der my roof, but only say 
the word and my soul shall 
be healed. 
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The Order of  Mass 

 
Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire 

to receive you in my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there, and unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
 

Communion Chant   
Say: Take courage, you who are faint hearted and do not fear; behold our God will come and he will save 

us.  
 

Communion Song                                           
 
Final Blessing 

Priest:  The Mass is ended, go in peace.  
All:  Thanks be to God.               
 
Hymn at the Dismissal        

Music for the Mass  
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 One License A-737037  

Music for the Mass 

1 2 

3 
4 
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Music for Mass  

Canticle of Simeon  
1.) In peace, dismiss your servant, Lord, Your vow to me 
has been fulfilled; My eyes have seen the saving grace, 
Your promise for all nations willed.  
2.) A glorious light has been revealed in love, to shine in 
every land: The pride of chosen Israel, made manifest by 
your own hand. 
3.) Give glory to our God on high, to Jesus Christ all glory 
raise, and glory to the Sprit sing in never ending 
thanks and praise.  

5 

7 

6 

8 

9 


