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Welcome to our Parish! 
 

We are happy you have joined us today and want you 
to know that you are always welcome at Christ the 

Divine Shepherd Parish. We invite you to participate 
in our many parish activities and ministries 

mentioned in this bulletin. We all have different gifts 
and talents that we can use to serve God and each 

other.  
 

 

 

 

 
The Catholic Community of   
Penn Hills and Monroeville  

 
 

 

 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
St. Bernadette 9:30am 

 
Tuesday, Thursday 

St. Susanna 9:30am  
 
 
 
 

Saturday 
St. Bernadette 4:00pm  
St. Susanna 5:00pm  
 

Sunday 
St. Bernadette 8:00am  
St. Susanna 9:00am   
St. Bernadette 11:00am 
St. Susanna 11:30am    

Mass Schedule 

To Save your Seat for Mass log on to our website at 
cdsmph.org/rsvp or call the office at 412-373-0050. 



Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

 

From Father Thom Miller 

The Gospel contains a phrase we 
should never go beyond until 
we're sure we understand its 
implication: "You shall love the 
Lord your God." An essay on 

God, written by an eight-year-old Southern 
California lad puts a little light on the subject: 
 ‘One of God's jobs is making people, he 
makes these to replace the ones that die, so there 
will be enough people to take care of things on 
earth. He doesn't make grown ups. Kids are smaller 
and easier to make. God doesn't have to take up His 
valuable time teaching them how to talk and walk. 
He can just leave that up to moms and dads. I think 
it works out pretty good. God's second most 
important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of 
this praying goes on, especially in Church and at 
bedtime. God sees everything, hears everything, 
and is everywhere---which keeps Him pretty busy. 
Jesus is God's son. Jesus used to do all the hard 
work, like walking on water, miracles and trying to 
teach people about God but they didn't want to 
learn. The people finally got tired of His preaching 
to them and they made Him die on a cross. But He 
was good and kind like His Father, and He told His 
Father that they didn't know any better and to 
forgive them and God said “OK!” Jesus' Father liked 
everything He had done and all His hard work on 
earth, and He told Him He didn't have to go out on 
the road anymore.  So, He raised Him up to Heaven 
and told Him He could stay up there. So, Jesus did. 
And now He helps His Father out by listening to 
prayers. You can pray anytime you want and they 
are sure to hear you because they've got it worked 
out so at least one of them is on duty all the time. 
God sees everything, hears everything, and is 
everywhere.’ 
 That's good theology we're getting from that 
young lad. God is good, kind & forgiving and is sure 
to hear your prayers. God's on duty all the time. 
Now, that young lad's God is a God we can love! 
You shall love the Lord your God! Let's stop right 
here and drink it in. What are the implications of 

this commandment? How do we manifest our love 
for God?  We communicate this to Him in the 
experience of prayer, of course.  We position 
ourselves in God's Presence and we give thanks 
that He is a loving God.  We thank Him for the gift 
of life, for the things of life He has given us to 
possess and enjoy. We thank Him for telling us, 
through Jesus, that we are not abandoned. That He 
is even now Gracing the world and its people.  
 We can say……Thank you Lord, thank you 
Lord a thousand times, plus "I love you, Lord" ten 
thousand times," & still not have understood the 
implications of the command to Love the Lord your 
God.  The command to love God cannot be 
understood as long as we make the mistake of 
regarding the one that follows -- "Love your 
neighbor" -- as a separate command. In Matthew 
22:36, Jesus is asked, "Which commandment of the 
law is greatest?" And He responds: First, "You shall 
love the Lord your God," and second, "You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself." But Jesus has taken 
us beyond an understanding of the law of love in 
any chronological way. According to the Gospel, 
love of God and love of neighbor are inseparable. 
We cannot say we love God in a Christian way if at 
the same time we have something against our 
brother. "I give you a new commandment," love 
one another. Such as my love has been for you, so 
must your love be for each other. This is how all will 
know you for my disciples: your love for one 
another. We show the depth of our love for God in 
the depth of our love for one another.  If our 
concern for others is shallow, so too is our love for 
God.  And it matters not how often we withdraw to 
Church and offer words of praise and thanks and 
love to God. Those words won't mean a thing 
unless they are indicative of a change of heart 
toward our neighbor.   I wonder……. do we really 
believe that? 
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FEAST OF FAITH: The Liturgy of Emmanuel 
 

 The assembly has gathered from near and far, on foot, by bus, by car, by subway, singly and by twos and 
threes: single people, couples, families. Now that movement is ritualized and made visible in the liturgy’s 

entrance procession.  
 We are not alone on this journey; Christ is with us. The procession is led by the cross, with the image of 
Christ upon it. Candles, signs of a living presence, are carried around the cross. Candles also accompany the 

Book of the Gospels, another sign of Emmanuel, God-with-us. The priest presider is likewise a sign of Christ’s 
presence in our assembly; he will act in persona Christi, in the person of Christ, who presides at every 

Eucharist.  
 As the procession begins, we stand and sing together in our first act as a community. The joining of our 
voices begins to turn many into one. The songs we sing range from ancient chants to contemporary hymns, 

but they have the same purpose, to foster our unity and turn our thoughts to the mysteries we gather to 
celebrate. We may feel that we can’t sing well, but “Christ always invites us to enter into song, to rise above 
our own preoccupations, and to give our entire selves to the hymn of his Paschal Sacrifice” (USCCB, Sing to 

the Lord, 14). 

From Father Thom Miller 

A bishop was presiding over the liturgy in a large 
cathedral. He sensed that the microphone wasn't 
working properly, and he was ready to begin the 
traditional "The Lord be with you," to which the 
congregation would respond, "And with your 
spirit." He tapped the mike several times, but heard 
nothing. Then, as he began to speak into what he 
thought was a dead instrument, the little wires 
clicked into position and his words echoed through 
the huge sanctuary: "There's something wrong with 
this blasted microphone." And the people 
responded, "And with your spirit."  If we fail to love 
God, we cannot truly love another person. If we 
truly love God, we cannot fail to love all other 
persons.  And if we don't really believe that, there's 
something wrong with our spirit. It is in First 
Corinthians that we find St. Paul's famous 
commentary on the meaning of love:  ‘If I speak in 
the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love, I am a noisy gong and a clanging cymbal. And 
if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, 
so as to remove mountains, but have not love,  I 
am nothing. If I give away all I have and if I deliver 
my body to be burned, but have not love,  I gain 

nothing. Love is patient and kind, love is not jealous 
or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does 
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices 
in the right. Love hears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things,  endures all things. Love 
never ends.’ Thomas A' Kempis stated many years 
ago, a wise lover values not so much the gift of the 
lover as the love of the giver.  Love one another!! 
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Knights of Columbus Food Distribution - December 19, 2020 
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Our Parish Community  

 

Vincent Jim Macaluso 
Patricia "Patsy" Hanley 

Mark DeFabio 
Ralph Rocco 

Joseph DeCesare 
Joanne Cosentino 
Mary Lou Camp  

Richard DelGrosso 
Mary Sober 

Patricia Brannagan 

https://christthedivineshepherd.org/funerals  

Pray for the Repose of Souls  

 

Christ the Divine Shepherd -  Weekly Financial Update 

www.flocknote.com/ChristTheDivineShepherd   

https://christthedivineshepherd.org/funerals
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Our Parish Community 

At the beginning of the year, when we celebrate Epiphany, it’s traditional to bless our homes.  Part of the 
blessing includes the use of blessed chalk to write “20 + C + M + B + 21” on the lintel above the entrance to 
the house.  (This inscription brings to mind the initials of the names of the Magi whom we hear about in our 
readings today — Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar — as well as the year that we’re praying the blessing, and 
crosses as a reminder that Christ is the source of our blessings.) 
 
We’d like to suggest that you consider praying this blessing at home with your family this week!  At the 
entrance to the church this weekend, we’ll have blessed chalk — please take one and use it with your family 
as you pray for God’s blessing on your home!  The following prayer service can be used as you perform the 
blessing. 
 
May God grant you a healthy and prosperous year! 

Blessing of the Home and Household on Epiphany 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel 
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Make the Sign of the Cross on yourself.  
 
Leader: God’s peace be in this house  
 
All: and in all who live here.  
 
Leader: The star burned like a flame, pointing the way to God, the King of kings; the wise men saw the sign 
and brought their gifts in homage to their great King. 
 
Leader: Let us pray. O God, who revealed your Only Begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star, 
help us draw nearer to you each day, through the same Christ, Our Lord. 
 
All: Amen. 
 
Leader: Let us pray. O Lord, Almighty God, bless this house + that it may become a shelter of health, 
goodness of heart, gentleness, and thanksgiving to you. Upon this house and those who live here may Your 
blessing remain forever, through Christ our Lord. 
 
All: Amen. 
(The leader of the house blessing takes blessed chalk to the front of the doorway of the house and recites the 
following text, while the inscription “20 + C + M + B + 21” is written in chalk above the doorway:) 
 
The three wise men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar,  
followed the star of God’s son who became man two thousand twenty-one years ago. 
May Christ bless our house, and remain with us throughout the new year, and grant that our comings and 
goings will be in search of truth. 
 
Leader: Almighty God, incline your ear.  May you bless us and all gathered here. Send your holy angel who 
will defend us and fill with grace all who live here. Through Christ our Lord. 
 
All: Amen. 

Our Parish Community 

Blessing of the Home and Household on Epiphany 
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Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;  
 Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;  
 Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72: 1-2, 14, 15bc, 17;  
 Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16 

Readings for the Week  

Sunday, January 3, 2020  
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (LA), For the People of our Parish 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (TM )*, Bill Storch -- NAM Funeral Choir  
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (LA ), Tessy Waligula -- Curtis Waligura 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (RT), Tom Koch -- NAM Funeral Choir  
Monday, January 4, 2020 
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (LA), Michael Tuori -- Jerry Poydence & Family  
Tuesday, January 5, 2020  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (TM ), Elizabeth Jonnet -- Daughter  
Wednesday, January 6, 2020  
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (RT), Special Intention -- Kathy DeNinno  
Thursday, January 7, 2020  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (TM), Deceased Members of the Beck, Lodovici & Franco Families—Family  
Friday, January 8, 2020  
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (LA), Bertha & Frank Brozek -- Daughter  
Saturday, January 9, 2020   
4:00PM, St Bernadette, (LA), James Ackerman -- Wife, Emily 
5:00PM, St Susanna, (RT), Antonio Zappa -- Mr & Mrs John DiIanni 
Sunday, January 10, 2020  
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (TM), Michael Ciaramella -- Counting Team 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (LA), For the People of our Parish 
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (TM)*, Carolyn Vogel -- Lawrence Vogel 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (RT ), Darlene Graciano -- Toni White 
 

Legend 
LA Fr Larry Adams 
TM Fr Thom Miller 
RT Fr Rick Thompson 

* Incense will be used at 

Mass. 

Mass Intentions 

Our Live-stream Masses continue every Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, at 9:30am. 

 
 Sunday we live-stream at 9:00am and 11:00am.  

  
 Please like us on Facebook @ 

ChristTheDivineShepherd, we post important 
updates on Facebook along with on our website at 

www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org. 

A reminder that our 
Church Buildings 
open a half-hour 

prior to the start of 
Mass.  
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Rev. Larry Adams, Moderator of Team Ministry  

Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 

frthom1951@gmail.com 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 

rthompson@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 

mkelly@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 

rtucek@diopitt.org 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 

bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 

jbandish@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  

mbender@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 

ckarell@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 

jbrandl@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 

ccowan@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Lee Miles, Dir. Faith Formation 

lmiles@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Secretary 

kdestefano@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Secretary   

spalmieri@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Ginny Beck,  Secretary 

gbeck@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance Coordinator 

tjacob@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Leo Bickert, Maintenance  

lbickert@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  

ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Nanette Iorio, Maintenance 

Office Hours  

The Parish Office located at 245 Azalea Dr, Monroeville PA. 
Is currently closed for all walk-in business. For assistance please call 
the office at 412-373-0050 or email us at 
parishoffice@cdsmph.org .  

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org  ChristTheDivineShepherd 

At Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be celebrated on Saturdays at noon at St 
Bartholomew Church. It will be celebrated in “drive-up” style in 
your car (no confessions will be celebrated inside the church), 
following all applicable standards put in place by civil authority 
(i.e., social distancing, use of masks in public places, etc).   

Confessions  

Baptisms will be celebrated following the Sunday 11:00 am Mass 
at St. Bernadette and the Sunday 11:30am Mass at St. Susanna. 
Please call Deacon Mike at the parish office at 412-373-0050 X112 
to plan your celebration of Baptism!  

Baptism  

A Reminder that Private Prayer is held alternately in both 
Monroeville and Penn Hills. 
 

• St. Bernadette will be open for Private Prayer Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday for a half-hour before and after the 
9:30am Mass and Thursdays from 4pm-6pm 

• St. Susanna will be open for Private Prayer Tuesday and 
Thursday for a half-hour before and after the 9:30am Mass 
and Wednesdays from 4pm-6pm 

• Adoration will take place at St Susanna from 4pm till 5pm, 
and at St Bernadette from 5pm till 6pm, on their respective 
private prayer days.. 

Private Prayer  

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: 412-456-3093  (Office) 1-888- 808-1235 (Hot 
Line) PA Child Line:  1-800-932-0313   

St. Vincent dePaul assistance line: 412-436-9208  
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The Order of  Mass  

Introit                      Processional Song 

Greeting 
Priest:  The Lord be with you  All:  And with your spirit 

 

Penitential  Rite  
Lord Have Mercy,  Christ Have Mercy, Lord Have Mercy 

 
 

Glory to God 
 
Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to people of good 
will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we 
give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O 
God, almighty Father.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.  
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

 
Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading :  Isaiah 60:1-6  
 

Responsorial Psalm : Lord, every nation on earth will adore you (Psalm 72).  
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6  
   
 

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
1.) Songs of thankfulness and 
praise, Jesus, Lord to you we 
raise, Manifested by the star. To 
the sages from afar; Branch of 
royal David’s stem, In your birth 
at Bethlehem. Anthems be to you 
addressed, God in flesh made 
manifest.  
 
2.) Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 
Prophet, Priest and King 
supreme; and at Cana, wedding 
guest, In your Godhead manifest; 
Manifest in power divine, 
changing water into wine. 
Anthems be to you addressed, 
God in flesh made manifest.  
 
3.) Grant us grace to see you,  
Lord, mirrored in your holy Word; 
May we imitate you now, and on 
us your grace endow that we like 
to you may be at your great 
epiphany. And may praise you 
every blest, God in flesh made 
manifest.  
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The Order of  Mass 

Gospel Acclamation                                                                                                                    
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12    
 
Priest:  “The Lord be with you” 

All:  And  with your spirit. 
Priest:  “A reading from the holy Gospel according to ...” 

All:  Glory to you,  O Lord. 
After the Gospel, the Priest says “The Gospel of the Lord” 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Homily 

 

Profession of Faith 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven (all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again  on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 
Offertory                                                  What Child is This  

1.) What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? Whom angels greet with 
anthems sweet, While shepherds watch are keeping?  

 
This, this is Christ the King; whom shepherds guard and angels sing; Haste, haste to bring 

Him laud the babe, the son of Mary.  
 

2.) So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant, king, to own him. The King of Kings 
salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.  
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The Order of  Mass 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Invitation to Prayer 

Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the almighty Father 

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands  for the praise and glory of his name,  
 for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God 

All: It is right and just 

 

Sanctus 

Great Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sign of Peace  At the present time, the optional “sign of peace” has been suspended at our liturgies. 

Mystery of Faith 
 

When we eat this bread and 
drink this cup we proclaim 
your death O Lord until you 
come again.  
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The Order of  Mass 

Agnus Dei 
Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world. Blessed are those 
who are called to the supper of the 
Lamb. 

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you 
should enter under my roof, but 
only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed. 
 
 
 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire 

to receive you in my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there, and unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
 

Communion Chant   
We have seen his star in the East, and we have come with our gifts, to worship the Lord. 

 
Communion Song                                                                     We Three Kings 

(REFRAIN) 
O, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright, Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us 

to the perfect light! 

Final Blessing 

Priest:  The Mass is ended, go in peace.  
All:  Thanks be to God.               
 
Hymn at the Dismissal                                         The First Nowell  

. 

 

 

 

1.) They looked up and saw a star. Shining in the 
east, beyond them far; and to the earth it gave 
great light, and so it continued both day and 
night. Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the 
King of Israel.  
 
2.) Then entered in those wise men three, full 
reverently upon the knee, and offered there in 
his presence, their gold and myrrh and 
frankincense. Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
Born is the King of Israel.  
 

3.) Then let us all with one accord sing praises to 
our heavenly Lord; who with the Father we adore 
and Spirit blest forevermore. Nowell, Nowell, 
Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel.  
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