
Welcome to our Parish! 

 
We are happy you have joined us today and want you 

to know that you are always welcome at Christ the 
Divine Shepherd Parish. We invite you to participate 

in our many parish activities and ministries 
mentioned in this bulletin. We all have different gifts 
and talents that we can use to serve God and each 

other.  
 

 

 

 

 
The Catholic Community of   
Penn Hills and Monroeville  

 
 

 

 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
St. Bernadette 9:30am 

 
Tuesday, Thursday 

St. Susanna 9:30am  
 
 
 
 

Saturday 
St. Bernadette 4:00pm  
St. Susanna 5:00pm  
 

Sunday 
St. Bernadette 8:00am  
St. Susanna 9:00am   
St. Bernadette 11:00am 
St. Susanna 11:30am    

Mass Schedule 

To Save your Seat for Mass log on to our website at 
cdsmph.org/rsvp or call the office at 412-373-0050. 

Website: www.cdsmph.org  www.flocknote.com/ChristTheDivineShepherd           ChristTheDivineShepherd 
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From Father Thom Miller 

If you are like I am, then you most 
likely act out a certain cycle/pattern 
every year. Each January 1st, we 
make New Year's resolutions, keep 
them for a while, and then, 

eventually, sometimes by January 2nd, break them and 
fall back into old habits. If you are like I am, then you also 
have a certain sense of why this is going on... even as you 
are seemingly powerless to change things. Old habits, 
especially bad ones, are hard to break. 
 
Aristotle said that habit is second nature; it replaces 
instinct. Augustine, who knew more than your average 
about the difficulty in breaking old habits, once put it this 
way: "I longed to give myself wholly to you, Lord, but I 
was bound by my own will, as by a chain. Because my will 
was perverse it changed to lust, and lust yielded to 
become habit, and habit not resisted became necessity. 
These were like links hanging one on to another - which 
is why I have called it a chain - and their bondage held 
me bound hand and foot." 
 
In a former time, before we had psychological words 
such as obsession, dysfunction, and neurosis, this was 
called being possessed by a demon. There was more 
wisdom and accuracy in that than our age sees fit to 
acknowledge. In our bad habits we are indeed possessed! 
Given all of that, it is no big wonder that we so easily 
break new resolutions. The wonder is that we continue 
to make them, knowing our own histories. Why do we? 
Why do we continue to want to make new resolutions 
when we know that, barring a miracle, we will not, in the 
end, succeed in keeping them? 
 
Robert Frost says that there is something inside of us 
that hates a wall and wants it down. That is also true for 
the wall of a bad habit and the part that wants it down is 
the best part of us. Stated positively, there is something 
inside us that hates our own moral fat that refuses death, 
even in this sense. There is something inside of us that is 
driven to the higher, that refuses to settle for second 
best that wants to sing the new song that the psalmist 
speaks of, that believes in the possibility of resurrection. 
There is something inside of us that needs to keep on 
keeping on. 
 
 
 

Thus it is a sign of health that we keep making new 
resolutions, despite a lifelong history of failure. Why? 
Because in striving to renew ourselves in the face of our 
own falling we are making an important act of faith. First 
of all, in making new resolutions we are saying: "I believe 
in a God who continues to love me, even when I can't live 
up to it." Every time I pick myself off the floor after a fall 
and begin again with some hope in my heart looking for a 
new start, I am saying the creed in a way that is 
considerably more radical, in terms of expressing actual 
belief in God, than is my too easy Sunday recital of it. To 
make a new resolution is to believe in God. 
But it is more. To make new resolutions is to express 
faith in the God of the resurrection. To try for new life, 
for a fresh start, precisely when bad habit has kept me so 
long in a certain helplessness, is to say: "I believe in the 
resurrection and the life!" Why do I say this? 
 
Martin Luther once put it this way: "Just as God in the 
beginning of creation made the world out of nothing, so 
His manner of working continues unchanged." For 
anything to really change, including our capacity to live 
beyond our own wounds and selfishness, God still has to 
defy the impossible. Our inner world is, to all outward 
appearance and to our own feeling of it, a closed system, 
determined entirely by history, by cause and effect. 
Within it, certain things are possible and certain things 
are impossible. What has been will continue to be. There 
is nothing new under the sun. The case for the 
impossible is pretty strong, especially when the judge 
knows the history of failed resolutions. 
 
That is where faith and the resurrection enter in. As the 
Angel Gabriel tells Mary, "With God nothing is 
impossible." Somewhere, deep inside of us, in that place 
where we want to make New Year's resolutions, we still 
carry that faith. In that place we still say the creed and 
still believe in the resurrection. Because of that belief, 
because of New Year's resolutions, God can still make 
something out of nothing! 
 
Happy New Year, 2021!           
                                                                                                                      
Maybe this will be the year when we, finally, begin to 
sing a new song! 
 
 



              Page 3 

 

Our Parish Community 

A book entitled "David's Echo - Uplifting the Human Spirit" was recently written by Elly 
(Kriss) Walkowiak and Rev. Aaron J. Kriss, siblings of Rev. David J. Kriss in his memory 
and as a tribute to him. Fr. Kriss (1953-2004) was Parochial Vicar at North American 
Martyrs Parish, Monroeville, from 1991 to 1994. This keepsake is based on an 
interview he gave and contains a poem dedicated to him, photographs, and excerpts 
from several private sources. It reveals how he found inspiration, shares how 
interacting with community from a spiritual and humanistic perspective made a 
difference in their lives and his, and explores how essential human connection is. To 
learn more or to obtain this book email Fr. Aaron Kriss at akriss@diopitt.org or contact 
him at Guardian Angels Parish at 724 226 4900 ext. 20. 

David’s Echo—Uplifting the Human Spirit 

The CDS Parish Fish Fry will be back again this year 
starting on Friday, February 19th, 2021. Due to the 
current pandemic situation, things may look a little 

different - drive thru only and a limited menu - but you 
can still count on our great tasting fried/baked fish and 
Saber Spuds! Please watch for additional details in the 
coming weeks. Your support during this fundraiser is 

always appreciated. 

mailto:akriss@diopitt.org
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Our Parish Community 

We’re busy finishing the recording of 2020 
contributions to our parish. If you’d like us to send 
you such a report of your annual giving totals, 
please send us an email at parishoffice@cdsmph.org 
or call our parish office at 412-373-0050.  We’d like 
to suggest that we send you this report via email, 
but if you’re unable to receive an email, please let 
us know! 

Annual Reports 

You can find a link on our website at cdsmph.org. 
We’d also like to provide an opportunity for us to 
meet and discuss the readings in these 
podcasts. We’d like to set up a Zoom meeting at 
which you can share your suggestions and we can 
decide on how we’ll proceed. If you’re interested in 
participating in this Zoom videoconference meeting, 
please send us an email at bulletin@cdsmph.org. 

Ascension’s The Bible in a Year Podcast. 

Each year in February, the Church celebrates the Holy 
Sacrament of Marriage. 

In this time of Virtual Events, we invite you to email or call the 
Office at  412-373-0050 and register.  We invite you to email us a 
picture of you from your wedding, or have your family take a 
photo of you holding your picture and include in the email the 
number of years married.  We will post them to our website. 
Since the Diocese had to suspend its annual Golden Wedding 
celebration at the cathedral, we want to especially highlight 
those who are married 50 years or MORE!  

“Virtual” World Marriage Day Celebration  
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Our Parish Community 

Feast of Faith: The Greeting 
 

 At several points during the liturgy, the presider greets us with the words, “The Lord be with you.” These 
simple words are not like the greetings that we exchange all day long—our “good mornings,” our “hellos” and 

“how are you.” This liturgical greeting has roots deep in the Old Testament. In the book of Ruth, the words “the 
Lord be with you” are spoken by Boaz to the harvesters who are laboring in his fields (2:4); in the book of Judges, 

an angel speaks similar words to Gideon (6:12), where they are words of promise: for soon Gideon will lead his 
oppressed people to victory and freedom. For us, the words become a greeting of peace, a prayer that the Lord 

will indeed be with us, and a reminder of his promise to be with us always, to the end of the world (Matthew 
28:20). Our response “And with your spirit”—returns to the presider this prayer for the Lord’s presence. As we 
know from the scriptures, a prayer for the Lord’s presence is no small thing, for when God comes in our midst, 

God brings healing, grace, and challenge. God’s presence transforms us. 

www.flocknote.com/ChristTheDivineShepherd   

Pray for the Repose of Souls  
 

David Neeper 
Antoinette Blanck 

Philip Uher 
Raymond Cichoski 

 
 

Thank you to all who donated to the 
Christmas Flower Fund. Visit 

cdsmph.org/christmasflowers to view 
the donor list. 
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Our Parish Community 

Sanctuary Lamp 
In our parish churches, a lamp is always lit at each tabernacle to remind us that the Real Presence of Christ 
abides there in the Eucharist. It has been the custom at our predecessor parishes that parishioners have the 
opportunity to make offerings to support the burning of the sanctuary lamp in memory of loved ones. 
 

This week’s sanctuary lamp at St. Susanna has been donated by Larry and Marcia Irr, in loving memory of Eleanor 
Wagner 

 
Please contact the parish office at 412-373-0050 if you are interested in sponsoring one of our tabernacle lamps. 

 

 
We would like to thank everyone for their generous support of the parish during 

this Christmas season.  
 

Christmas Collection Total: $24,172.00 

Holy Hour for Life  

Christ the Divine Shepherd  - Weekly Financial Update 

 
God loves each human life from the instant of his or her 
conception and entrusts this gift to the protection of a 

mother and father. Abortion ends the life of a child and 
offends God. It also deeply wounds the women and men 
involved. Abortion is the most significant human rights 

abuse of our time. Take a stand against this intrinsic evil 
with members of our parish community. We will gather 

on the eve of the annual March for Life for a special Holy 
Hour for Life. Make plans to join us on Thursday, January 
28, 2021, at 5:00 pm, CDS St. Bernadette Church; we will 
pray for an end to the tragedy of abortion and champion 

life! 
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Divine Mercy Academy 

To start the new year and their return to class, the K-8th students in Mrs. Jobkar's PE classes are doing Fitness 
Stations for the month of January. The first week, students worked on each area of their body and used all 7 
Physical Fitness Fundamentals. These fundamentals are Balance/Kinesthetic Awareness, Coordination/
Reaction Time, Cardiovascular Endurance, Flexibility, Muscular Endurance, Speed/Agility. They practiced and 
learned why these fundamentals are so important to their current and future health. 
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Monday: Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9, 10c;  
 Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: Heb 7:25 — 8:6; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: Heb 8:6-13; Ps 85:8, 10-14; Mk 3:13-19  

Readings for the Week  

Sunday, January 17, 2020  
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (RT), Melinda Arnold -- Shirley Muro 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (TM),  Leonard Storch — Carol & Jesse Powell  
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (LA), For the People of our Parish 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (RT)*, Eleanor Wagner -- Rosie Curran 
Monday, January 18, 2020 
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (LA), Robert F. Rafferty -- Rafferty Family 
Tuesday, January 19, 2020  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (TM), Mary Palamone -- Catholic Daughters of America Ct St. Rene 1865 
Wednesday, January 20,  2020  
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (RT), Deceased Members of the Kieffer & Irr Families -- Larry & Marcia Irr 
Thursday, January 21, 2020  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (TM), Mary Palamone -- Mary Colecchia 
Friday, January 22, 2020  
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (LA), Tim Daum -- Family 
Saturday, January 23, 2020   
4:00PM, St Bernadette, (RT), Elwyn, Sr. Mary & Barbara-- Hildum Family 
5:00PM, St Susanna, (TM), Ed Konop -- Wife & Children 
Sunday, January 24, 2020  
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (RT), Anna Mendicino -- Fred Mendicino 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (LA), Jenny Baer -- Kathy DeStefano 
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (LA)*, Jimmy Macaluso -- Gene & Cathy Blando 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (TM ), For the People of our Parish 

Legend 
LA Fr Larry Adams 
TM Fr Thom Miller 
RT Fr Rick Thompson 

* Incense will be used at 

Mass. 

Mass Intentions 

Our Live-stream Masses continue every Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, at 9:30am. 

 
 Sunday we live-stream at 9:00am and 11:00am.  

  
 Please like us on Facebook @ 

ChristTheDivineShepherd, we post important 
updates on Facebook along with on our website at 

www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org. 

A reminder that our 
Church Buildings 
open a half-hour 

prior to the start of 
Mass.  
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Rev. Larry Adams, Moderator of Team Ministry  

Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 

frthom1951@gmail.com 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 

rthompson@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 

mkelly@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 

rtucek@diopitt.org 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 

bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 

jbandish@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  

mbender@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 

ckarell@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 

jbrandl@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 

ccowan@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Lee Miles, Dir. Faith Formation 

LMiles@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Secretary 

kdestefano@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Secretary   

spalmieri@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Ginny Beck,  Secretary 

gbeck@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance Coordinator 

tjacob@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Leo Bickert, Maintenance  

lbickert@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  

ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Nanette Iorio, Maintenance 

Office Hours  

The Parish Office located at 245 Azalea Dr, Monroeville PA. 
Is currently closed for all walk-in business. For assistance please call 
the office at 412-373-0050 between 10am and 1pm, Monday 
through Friday or email us at parishoffice@cdsmph.org.  

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org  ChristTheDivineShepherd 

Confessions  

Baptisms will be celebrated following the Sunday 11:00 am Mass 
at St. Bernadette and the Sunday 11:30am Mass at St. Susanna. 
Please call Deacon Mike at the parish office at 412-373-0050 X112 
to plan your celebration of Baptism!  

Baptism  

A Reminder that Private Prayer is held alternately in both 
Monroeville and Penn Hills. 
 

• St. Bernadette will be open for Private Prayer Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday for a half-hour before and after the 
9:30am Mass and Thursdays from 4pm-6pm 

• St. Susanna will be open for Private Prayer Tuesday and 
Thursday for a half-hour before and after the 9:30am Mass 
and Wednesdays from 4pm-6pm 

• Adoration will take place at St Susanna from 4pm till 5pm, 
and at St Bernadette from 5pm till 6pm, on their respective 
private prayer days. 

Private Prayer  

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: 412-456-3093  (Office) 1-888- 808-1235 (Hot Line) 
PA Child Line:  1-800-932-0313   

St. Vincent dePaul assistance line: 412-436-9208  

At Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish, the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated 
on Saturday at noon at St Bartholomew 
Church. It is celebrated in “drive-up” style 
in your car (no confessions will be 
celebrated inside the church), following all 
applicable standards put in place by civil 
authority (i.e., social distancing, use of 
masks in public places, etc).   
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The Order of  Mass  

Entrance Chant           

Greeting 
Priest:  The Lord be with you  All:  And with your spirit 

 

Penitential  Rite             Glory to God 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we 
adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for 
your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father.  
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the 
sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away 
the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy 
on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with 
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.  

 

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading :  1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19  
 
Responsorial Psalm : Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will  (Psalm 40). 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20  
 
Gospel Acclamation                                                                                                                    

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Gospel:  John 1:35-42   
Priest:  “The Lord be with you” 

All:  And  with your spirit. 
Priest:  “A reading from the holy Gospel according to ...” 

All:  Glory to you,  O Lord. 
After the Gospel, the Priest says “The Gospel of the Lord” 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

1.) Let all the earth praise you, O Lord, and worship you with one accord; may we, with song and melody, 
praise your great name, O Majesty!  
 

2.) All people of the earth, rejoice. Praise God, and raise a joyful voice, sing Psalms and glorify his name, 
give joyful praises all the same.   
 

3.) To God, the Triune One, we raise. Eternal songs of joyful praise. O Father, Son, and Paraclete, we 
praise your name in word and deed.   

I confess to almighty God and to you my brothers and 
sisters that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and 
in my words, in what I have done and in what I have 
failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault. Therefore I ask 
Blessed Mary—ever virgin—all the angels and saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to 
the Lord our God. 
 

Lord Have Mercy,  Christ Have Mercy, Lord Have 
Mercy 
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The Order of  Mass 

Homily 

 

Profession of Faith 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven (all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again  on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 
 
Offertory                      Here I am Lord  

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Invitation to Prayer 

Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the almighty Father 

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name,  
 for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God 

All: It is right and just 

 

1.) I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people 
cry. All who dwell in dark and sin My hand will save. I, 

who made the stars of night, I will make their 
darkness bright. Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send?  
 
 

(Refrain) Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard 
you calling in the night. I will go, Lord, if you lead 

me. I will hold your people in my heart.  
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The Order of  Mass 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mystery of Faith 

All:  Save us Savior of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.  
 
Great Amen 

 

 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sign of Peace  At the present time, the optional “sign of peace” has been suspended at our liturgies. 

Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those who are 
called to the supper of the Lamb. 

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed. 
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The Order of  Mass 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things and I de-

sire to receive you in my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spir-
itually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there, and unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
 

Communion Chant   
Andrew said to his brother Simon: “We have found the Messiah” which means Christ; and he led him to 

Jesus.  

Final Blessing 

Deacon:  The Mass is ended, go in peace.  
All:   Thanks be to God.               
 
Hymn at the Dismissal                  Hymn to Christ the Divine Shepherd 

 
1.) Jesus, Shepherd of the faithful, Guide us all by love’s command. When we hear Your voice and follow 

none can take us from Your hand. We are Yours, O Lord who suffered, our the robes washed in Your blood: 
Yours the hand which dries our weeping, leading us to grace’s flood.  

 
2.) Through the valley of our suffering You our Shepherd go before, With Your cross as staff supporting: but 
Your Gospel gives us more; Bread of Life to every sustain us, Cup that overflows our need; Spirit’s unction 

that confirm us, signing us as Yours, indeed! 
 

3.) When we followed other shepherd turned aside by chance and choice. In Your faithfulness You sought us, 
called us with Your loving voice, and restored us to Your sheepfold, carried on Your shoulder strong! Thus, 

your Church serves as You modeled, and Your people raise their song. 
 

4.) Glory to our God and Father, Who has made us out of naught; Glory to the Christ, our Shepherd, who with 
blood our pardon bought; Glory to the Holy Spirit, Lord and giver of all grace! Glory to our God who 

shepherds us, His Church, through time and space.  

Communion Hymn                                                Shepherd Me O God 

(Refrain) 

Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, beyond my fears, from death into life.  
 

 One License A-737037  


