
Welcome to our Parish! 

 
We are happy you have joined us today and want you 

to know that you are always welcome at Christ the 
Divine Shepherd Parish. We invite you to participate 

in our many parish activities and ministries 
mentioned in this bulletin. We all have different gifts 
and talents that we can use to serve God and each 

other.  
 

 

 

 

 
The Catholic Community of   
Penn Hills and Monroeville  

 
 

 

 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
St. Bernadette 9:30am 

 
Tuesday, Thursday 

St. Susanna 9:30am  
 
 
 
 

Saturday 
St. Bernadette 4:00pm  
St. Susanna 5:00pm  
 

Sunday 
St. Bernadette 8:00am  
St. Susanna 9:00am   
St. Bernadette 11:00am 
St. Susanna 11:30am    

Mass Schedule 

To Save your Seat for Mass log on to our website at 
cdsmph.org/rsvp or call the office at 412-373-0050. 

Website: www.cdsmph.org  www.flocknote.com/ChristTheDivineShepherd           ChristTheDivineShepherd 



February 28, 2021 - 2nd Sunday of Lent   Page 2 

 

From Father Thom 

Years ago a young mother arrived at the office to fill out the necessary forms for a baptism 
and, after she’d finished, I looked it over and noticed that she’d left a couple spaces blank. 
“You forgot something; you didn’t fill in the father’s name and religion.” 

There was a long pause.   

She said quietly: “I don’t know who the father is,” and then she explained: “I was raped.” I didn’t quite know 
what to say. I stammered an apology, and we talked for a few minutes. And at the end, as she got up to leave, 
I shook her hand and thanked her. I told that that I thought what she was doing was very courageous. “Well, 
it’s life. You do what you have to do,” she replied. 

I saw her a few weeks later, at the baptism.  Seeing her — holding that baby in her arms, sharing that 
moment with family and friends — one thing was clear: that child will never lack for love.  Whatever may 
have brought that young life into being, that child was welcomed —that child is loved. This weekend, in 
particular, that mother and her child are both on my mind and in my prayers.  They remind me of something 
we need to remember: We are people of life. We value it. We believe in resurrection. In healing. In hope.  “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life,” Jesus said. 

We are people who follow the way, and seek the truth.  We are people of life.  

And this past Sunday, we pause to declare that to the world, through efforts like “40 Days for Life”. We offer 
special prayers to note a sad milestone: it was 48 years ago that the Supreme Court legalized abortion. We 
may not be wearing the sackcloth like the people of Nineveh. But purple is a sign of sorrow, and mourning.  
It’s the same color we wear during these 40 days of Lent, a time of prayer and repentance. 

You’ll hear a lot of people – including a lot of prominent Catholics – tell you that they are “personally 
opposed” to abortion, but they think it should still be legal. It might be useful to look at what that kind of 
thinking has given us, and what it means.  

• It means that today, 22% of pregnancies – one in five – end in abortion.  

• It means that 47% of the women who have had abortions – nearly half – have had more than one 75% say 
they had abortions because a child would interfere with their job or education. 

• It means that, on average, there are 3,500 abortions every day in this country.   

That sounds abstract.  So let me help make it real. That’s approximately twice the number of people who 
attended Mass in our parish two Christmases ago.  Looked at another way:  statistically, by the time you leave 
Mass this morning, another 145 innocent lives will be lost. Years ago, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin spoke of the 
“seamless garment” of life issues, and how they are all connected.  Some people dismiss that today and insist 
that all life issues are not created equal.  That’s true—to a point. But a culture that devalues life, that doesn’t 
respect life, won’t just draw the line at abortion. It goes further than that. That culture creates an 
environment that cheers capital punishment. It’s a culture that legalizes assisted suicide.  It supports torture 
and the degradation of human dignity. It enables bullying.  It objectifies and devalues the human person in 
pornography.  And, our culture considers religious freedom, and the human conscience — a personal sense of 
right and wrong, of good and evil — irrelevant. This is our world today. I don’t mean to sound like a crepe 
hanger… This doesn’t have to be our world tomorrow. 
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From Father Thom  

Values have to change our laws. Marching, protesting, campaigning, lobbying… all this can have an effect.  
But it can only do so much. The real work, the important work, the hardest work happens in our 
neighborhoods, in our churches, in our homes, in our families. It’s conversations around the dinner table and 
lessons in the living room.  It’s teaching our children that we are people of life.  It’s raising them to love those 
who are weak, to protect those who are vulnerable, to respect those who are different. Are we so 
overloaded that we don’t even pay attention? 

In a gospel we heard a few weeks ago, Jesus called his first apostles while they were mending their nets. They 
dropped what they were doing, and followed him. Too often we are too busy mending our own nets. We are 
consumed by the mundane realities of daily life, and are too distracted to hear what is really important. We 
miss Christ’s call to conversion, to repentance – the call, as we heard, to “believe in the Gospel.”  Especially 
now, it is nothing less than a call…  

To be people of life. 

To be people who cherish life in all its complexity and confusion… and in all its sanctity. 

To be people who not only shake our heads in sorrow over the state of our world, but who bow our heads in 
prayer and lift up our heads in hope. 

We are people of life. We are Catholic Christians.   

In the second century, Christians did what the pagans wouldn’t: in the midst of a plague, they cared for those 
no one else would care for.  The great theologian Tertullian wrote that it moved the pagans to say: “See how 
these Christians love one another.”  Our legacy and our mandate is to protect and defend – and yes, love! – 
the most vulnerable: the old, the sick, the abused, the abandoned, the forgotten, the unborn.  

This is our way.  We are people of life. In doing that, in living out our call – and answering it, like the disciples 
on the seashore – we will one day help bring about the change we so ardently pray for every year on this 
terrible anniversary. 

 What that young mother told me a few years ago was more than pragmatic.  It was, in a way, prophetic.  “It’s 
life; you do what you have to do.”  This is what we have to do. 

And if we do, we will change the values of our culture.  That will change the laws. And one day, all that we 
hope and pray for during these 40 Days For Life will be realized. We won’t be marching in Washington.  We 
won’t be preaching on this from the pulpit. We won’t be wearing purple. 

 And January 22nd will be just another day on the calendar. 

 

40 Days for Life 

Pittsburgh’s 40 Days for Life annual Lenten Campaign runs 
through Sunday, March 28th Visit 

https://40daysforlifepittsburgh.com for a complete 
schedule and how you can participate.  
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Our Parish Community 

 

2021 CDS Fish Fry is Underway 
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Our Parish Community 

Parish Share is much different than a one-time special collection: It is a pledged 
commitment to make a gift over the coming year, payable in installments. 
Each pledge makes a difference because all parishes participate, and the gifts of many 
enable the diocese to provide needed ministries and services that parishes alone could 
not offer. These include promoting vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and religious 
life, Catholic education and parish services. May God bless you for your generosity. 

CDS Weekly Financial Report 

Parish Share Program 

This year Stations of the Cross will be held at 4:00 pm and alternate between Monroeville and 
Penn Hills. We will also broadcast Stations of the Cross via on our website and media platforms 
each Friday at 7:00pm.  

 
In-Person Stations of the Cross Schedule 

March 5, 2021  4:00pm St. Susanna  March 12, 2021  4:00pm St. Bernadette   
March 19, 2021  4:00pm St. Susanna  March 26, 2021  4:00pm St. Bernadette  

HISTORY OF SALVATION 
 The first reading today continues the “history of salvation” narrative that we hear throughout Lent this year. 
Today’s story was among the best-loved in the Jewish tradition (surely Joseph told the story to young Jesus as he 

formed him in the ways of their faith); the early fathers of the Church were very fond of it as a means of explaining the 
sacrifice of Christ on the cross. The overall tone of the first reading, psalm, and second reading seems a little 

incongruous with the dazzling Gospel, until we remember that the Transfiguration was placed as the Gospel for this 
Sunday precisely to remind us of the glory that awaits those who live faithfully and obediently to the will of God. In the 

life of Jesus, it is a preview of the glory of his resurrection; for us it is a glimpse of the destiny of those who continue, 
as we heard in last week’s Gospel, to repent and believe in the Good News. 
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Divine Mercy Academy 

January and February have been exciting for 2nd grade. We 
are having fun learning with our tablets. We take quizzes, 
review our vocabulary words, and play educational games on 
them. During Catholic schools week, we also were able to use 
them to play games with the entire school. In Science, we are 
learning about natural resources and recycling. This gave us 
the opportunity to show off our creativity by using items that 
would normally  be thrown away to make some really 
awesome new things. As much fun as we had with that 
project, we are even more excited about Religion. We have 
been learning about the seven Sacraments. We are most 
excited to learn about the Sacraments of Reconciliation and 
Eucharist. 

2nd Grade Update 

 

Please visit our DMA website at www.dmapgh.org for more information.  
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Our Parish Community 

Eileen (Scott) Bartoli passed 
quietly at her home on 

Sunday February 21, 
following a long illness.   

 
She was the organist and 

music director at St. 
Bernadette’s Church for 40 

years as well as a private piano teacher for 
over 50 years. 

www.flocknote.com/ChristTheDivineShepherd   

Pray for the Repose of Souls  
 

Thomas Ward 
Frank Gallo 

John D'Ecenzio 
Paul Steve 

Eileen Bartoli 
Dolores "Dee" Hansell 

 
Visit cdsmph.org/funerals  

for a regularly updated listing with links 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

This week’s sanctuary lamp at St. Bernadette has been 
donated for Elmer Onder by Wife, Millie. 

 
If you would like to make a donation in memoriam or in honor 
of a loved one, please call the parish office at 412-373-0050. 

 

Join the new and refreshed CMF CDS men’s parish 
group meeting - Virtual Catholic Men’s Fellowship 
TMIY Group Meeting through the Lenten season!   
Join us by the ZOOM - at 7:00 AM each Saturday.  

We listen to insightful video reflections followed by 
small group breakout discussions.  Please email Joe 

Birsa at cmfcdsmph@gmail.com for information 
about how to log on.  

Eternal rest Grant unto her, O Lord 
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Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;  
 Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16;  
 Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21;  
 Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
  

Readings for the Week  

Sunday, February 28, 2021 
8:00AM, St Bernadette, For the People of our Parish 
9:00AM, St Susanna, Luigi Zappa -- Mr & Mrs John DiIanni 
11:00AM, St Bernadette, Carmela Yourick & Nina DeNinno -- Joe & Kathy  
11:30AM, St Susanna, (RT), Rosa Pasqualino -- Rose Marie DiCriscio 
Monday, March 1, 2021 
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (LA), Baby Eva Arita -- Michele Ntabe-Khosah 
Tuesday, March 2, 2021  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (TM), Bob Dokmanovich -- Wife, Judy 
Wednesday, March 3,  2021  
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (RT ), John Prucnal, Sr. -- NAM Bowling League 
Thursday, March 4, 2021  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (TM), Verna Gerber -- Myler Family 
Friday, March 5, 2021  
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (LA), Marty Kelly -- Ladies of Charity 
Saturday, March 6, 2021   
4:00PM, St Bernadette, (LA), Eberhard, Katherine & Robert -- Hildun Family 
5:00PM, St Susanna, (TM), +Brian Mostel & his mother Debbie -- Christine & Merle Bennett 
Sunday, March 7, 2021 
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (RT ), Rose Marie Lieb -- Carol Weaver 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (LA), For the People of our Parish 
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (TM), Paul Campbell -- Family 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (RT), Kathleen Carver Midock -- William Dippel 
 

Legend 
LA Fr Larry Adams 
TM Fr Thom Miller 
RT Fr Rick Thompson 

* Incense will be used at 

Mass. 

Mass Intentions 

Our Live-stream Masses continue every Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, at 9:30am. 

 
 Sunday we live-stream at 9:00am and 11:00am.  

  
 Please like us on Facebook @ 

ChristTheDivineShepherd, we post important 
updates on Facebook along with on our website at 

www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org. 

A reminder that our 
Church Buildings 
open a half-hour 

prior to the start of 
Mass.  
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Rev. Larry Adams, Moderator of Team Ministry  

Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 

frthom1951@gmail.com 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 

rthompson@cdsmph.org 

Rev. Frederick Gruber, Parish Chaplain 

fgruber@diopitt.org 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 

mkelly@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 

rtucek@diopitt.org 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 

bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 

jbandish@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  

mbender@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 

ckarell@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 

jbrandl@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 

ccowan@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Lee Miles, Dir. Faith Formation 

LMiles@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Secretary 

kdestefano@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Secretary   

spalmieri@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Ginny Beck,  Secretary 

gbeck@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance Coordinator 

tjacob@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  

ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Nanette Iorio, Maintenance 

Office Hours  

The Parish Office located at 245 Azalea Dr, Monroeville PA 15146  
is currently closed for all walk-in business. For assistance please call 
the office at 412-373-0050 between 10am and 1pm, Monday 
through Friday or email us at parishoffice@cdsmph.org.  

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org    ChristTheDivineShepherd       parishoffice@cdsmph.org 

Confessions  

Baptisms will be celebrated following the Sunday 11:00 am Mass 
at St. Bernadette and the Sunday 11:30am Mass at St. Susanna. 
Please call Deacon Mike at the parish office at 412-373-0050 X112 
to plan your celebration of Baptism!  

Baptism  

A Reminder that Private Prayer is held alternately in both 
Monroeville and Penn Hills. 
 

• St. Bernadette will be open for Private Prayer Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday for a half-hour before and after the 
9:30am Mass and Thursdays from 4pm-6pm 

• St. Susanna will be open for Private Prayer Tuesday and 
Thursday for a half-hour before and after the 9:30am Mass 
and Wednesdays from 4pm-6pm 

• Adoration will take place at St Susanna from 4pm till 5pm, 
and at St Bernadette from 5pm till 6pm, on their respective 
private prayer days. 

Private Prayer  

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: 412-456-3093  (Office) 1-888- 808-1235 (Hot Line) 
PA Child Line:  1-800-932-0313   

St. Vincent dePaul assistance line: 412-436-9208  

At Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is celebrated on Saturday at noon at St 
Bartholomew Church. It is celebrated in “drive-up” style in your 
car (no confessions will be celebrated inside the church), following 
all applicable standards put in place by civil authority (i.e., social 
distancing, use of masks in public places, etc).   
The Light is On for You!  On Wednesday, March 10 at 
6pm, Lenten confessions will be available at NAM, St 
Bartholomew, and St Bernadette.  (Due to the 
pandemic, we won’t be using our confessionals, but 
alternate arrangements will be in effect at these 
locations.) Please consider joining us for the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation! 



February 28, 2021 - 2nd Sunday of Lent   Page 10 

 

The Order of  Mass  

Introit                       

Processional Song                                                                                                                 ’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here  

Greeting 
Priest:  The Lord be with you  All:  And with your spirit 

 
Penitential  Rite  
 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading :  Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18  
 

Responsorial Psalm : I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living (Psalm 116).  
 
Second Reading: Romans 8:31b-34  
   
 

1.) ‘Tis good, Lord, to be here! Your glory fills the night; Your face and garments, like the sun, Shine with 
unborrowed light.  
2.) ‘Tis good, Lord, to be here, Your beauty to behold, Where Moses and Elijah stand, Your messengers of 
old. 
3.) Fulfiller of the past! Promise of things to be! We hail your body glorified, and our redemption see.  
 

I confess to almighty God and to you my brothers and sisters that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and 
in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault. Therefore I ask Blessed Mary—ever virgin—all the angels and saints, and 
you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

Lord Have Mercy,  Christ Have Mercy, Lord Have Mercy 
or 
Kyrie Eleison, Christe Eleison, Kyrie Eleison.  
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The Order of  Mass 

Gospel Acclamation                                                                                                                    
Glory and Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel: Mark 9:2-10   
 
Priest:  “The Lord be with you” 

All:  And  with your spirit. 
Priest:  “A reading from the holy Gospel according to ...” 

All:  Glory to you,  O Lord. 
 

After the Gospel, the Priest says “The Gospel of the Lord” 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Homily 

 

Profession of Faith 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven (all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again  on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 
 
Offertory                                     Open the Eyes of My Heart 

 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my 
heart. I want to see you, I want to see You. Open the 
eyes of my heart Lord. Open the eyes of my heart. I 

want to see you, I want to see You.  
 
 
 
 

To see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of 
Your glory. Pour out Your power and love, as we sing 

holy, holy, holy.  
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The Order of  Mass 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Invitation to Prayer 

Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the almighty Father 

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands  for the praise and glory of his name,  
 for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God 

All: It is right and just 

 

Sanctus 

 

Mystery of Faith 

Great Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sign of Peace  At the present time, the optional “sign of peace” has been suspended at our liturgies. 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
God of hosts. 
 

Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in 
the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
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The Order of  Mass 

Agnus Dei 
Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world. Blessed are 
those who are called to the 
supper of the Lamb. 

All: Lord, I am not worthy that 
you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed. 
 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire 

to receive you in my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there, and unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
 

Communion Chant   
Tell no one about the vision you have seen until the Son of Man has risen from the dead.  

 
Communion Song                                                                     Transfiguration  
Final Blessing 

Priest:  The Mass is ended, go in peace.  
All:  Thanks be to God.               
 
Hymn at the Dismissal                                              Transform Us  

. 

 

 

 

1.) Transform us as you, transfigured, Stood apart on 
Tabor’s height. Lead us up your sacred mountains, 
search us with revealing light. Lift us from where we 
have fallen, Full of questions filled with fright.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.) Transform us as you, transfigured, once spoke 
with those holy ones. We, surrounded by the witness 
of those saints whose work is done, Live in this world 
as your Body, Chosen daughters, chosen sons.  

(Refrain) 
 

Praise and glory, praise and glory, praise and glory to our Lord.  

 One License A-737037  


