
Welcome to our Parish! 

 
We are happy you have joined us today and want you 

to know that you are always welcome at Christ the 
Divine Shepherd Parish. We invite you to participate 

in our many parish activities and ministries 
mentioned in this bulletin. We all have different gifts 
and talents that we can use to serve God and each 

other.  
 

 

 

 

 
The Catholic Community of   
Penn Hills and Monroeville  

 
 

 

 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
St. Bernadette 9:30am 

 
Tuesday, Thursday 

St. Susanna 9:30am  
 
 
 
 

Saturday 
St. Bernadette 4:00pm  
St. Susanna 5:00pm  
 

Sunday 
St. Bernadette 8:00am  
St. Susanna 9:00am   
St. Bernadette 11:00am 
St. Susanna 11:30am    

Mass Schedule 

To Save your Seat for Mass log on to our website at 
cdsmph.org/rsvp or call the office at 412-373-0050. 

Website: www.cdsmph.org  www.flocknote.com/ChristTheDivineShepherd           ChristTheDivineShepherd 
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From Father Larry 

I generally dislike talking about parish finances from the pulpit.  It seems to be a topic that’s not 
particularly well-suited during a time dedicated to a homily.  (In addition, it tends to lead to the 
complaint “oh, here he goes again – always talking about money and donations!”).  However, in this 
column, I’d like to provide an update of the situation in our parish, and how we’re addressing it. 

When Fr Thom and I arrived at the five parishes of the MPH grouping in 2019, we found a rather dire financial 
situation: in that year, each and every of our five parishes were running an operational deficit. In total, our expenses 
exceeded our income by nearly $600,000 in 2019 (and we reported that information to you at our parish assemblies 
and in the bulletin).  In 2020, we attempted to begin to address this problem: we consolidated our offices down to 
one location, and we went through two phases of staff realignment.  Beginning in the fall, our efforts began to show a 
positive effect: in a recent meeting with finance council and interim pastoral council, we were able to report that our 
2020 deficit was approximately $350,000.  It’s still a significant deficit for a single year, but things are moving in the 
right direction! 

We’ve just completed the “cash flow analysis” process that the diocese has required each parish to undergo.  Our 
estimate for 2021 is that our operating deficit might decrease again, to around $330,000 for the year.  We’re going to 
attempt to continue cutting costs, but to be honest, we’re running a pretty bare-bones operation now already. 

One of the reasons that we continue to run a deficit is the cost of maintaining six sites. In 2020, we estimate that the 
costs related strictly to the operation and maintenance of our six locations was in the neighborhood of $400,000. 

Another reason for our deficit is that the amount of collections each week generally runs about $5,000 to $7,000 less 
than the weekly expenses we incur.  If you’ve been following the graphs that we publish in the bulletin, then you’ve 
probably become accustomed to seeing our expense line hovering well above our collections. 

How do we make up that $7,000 difference each week?  It comes straight out of our checking account; each week, 
we cover our shortfall by dipping into the balance of our checking account.  In 2020, our checking account balance 
was on track to decrease by $350,000 (in other words, the exact amount of our 2020 operational deficit).  A couple of 
things helped us out, though: we received a Payroll Protection Program loan from the government (and we’re 
currently working to have that loan forgiven, under the terms of the PPP program), and we received a grant from the 
diocese to help pay the salary and benefits of our priest chaplains.  Without these two sources of income, our 
checking account would nearly have been exhausted in 2020. 

What are our prospects?  Actually, I’m very optimistic that we’ve turned a corner in 2020 and will return to 
sustainability in the next year or two!  It will require us to make difficult yet prudent decisions about how we utilize 
our resources (include decisions on the usage of our six sites).  It will require us to continue to be vigilant in our 
efforts to control spending.  At some point, we’ll have to ask tough questions about the level of stewardship and 
donations that our parishioners provide to CDS. And, in the meantime, we’ll continue to be forced to rely on the 
balances in our checking account and savings accounts to buffer our shortfall. 

We’re hoping to offer in-person parish assemblies later this year, in order to meet with you and discuss our situation 
and our plans for the future, and to hear your perspectives.  In the meantime, we’re beginning to plan for “virtual” 
gatherings – such as “Zoom meetings” – in which we can meet to discuss our shared hopes and dreams for the future 
of Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish.  As I look at our parish, I’m filled with confidence that, as we continue to 
steward our resources prudently, we will build a sustainable future in our parish for ourselves and future generations. 

Please continue to support our parish through your prayers and generosity!  Christ the Divine Shepherd, have mercy 
on us!  St Bartholomew, St Bernadette, St Gerard Majella, St John de Brebeuf and companions (the North American 
martyrs), St Michael, and St Susanna, pray for us! 

Blessings, 

Fr Larry 
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Holy Week and Easter Schedule 

Holy Thursday (April 1, 2021) 
7:00pm St. Susanna 

 

Good Friday (April 2, 2021) 
2:00pm St. Bartholomew 

2:00pm North American Martyrs 
 

Holy Saturday Basket Blessing (April 3, 2021) 
11:00am St. Susanna 

12:00noon St. Bernadette 
 

Easter Vigil (April 3, 2021) 
8:30pm St. Bernadette 

 

Easter Sunday (April 4, 2021)* 
8:00am St. Bartholomew 

8:30am St. Bernadette 
9:30am North American Martyrs 

10:30am St. Michael 
11:00am St. Susanna 

 

*Due to ongoing repairs of the electrical system at St. Gerard Majella, we are unable to hold liturgical 
services there at the present. 
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Our Parish Community 

 

This year Stations of the Cross will 
be held at 4:00 pm and alternate 
between Monroeville and Penn 
Hills. We will also broadcast Sta-
tions of the Cross via on our web-
site and media platforms each Fri-
day at 7:00pm.  

 
In-Person Stations of the Cross Schedule 

 
March 12, 2021 4:00pm St. Bernadette 
March 19, 2021 4:00pm St. Susanna 
March 26, 2021 4:00pm St. Bernadette  

Rice Bowl 

CRS (Catholic Relief Services) Rice 
Bowl fills hunger needs here and 
worldwide. This is a good way to 
practice almsgiving during Lent.  We 
ask that you return the Bowls on 
Palm Sunday to the marked baskets 

that will be inside the lobby at St Bernadette and St Susanna 
churches. 

Stations of the Cross 

 

The Light is on For You 

The Light is On for You!  On Wednesday, 
March 10 at 6pm, Lenten confessions will 
be available at NAM, St Bartholomew, and 
St Bernadette.  (Due to the pandemic, we 
won’t be using our confessionals, but 
alternate arrangements will be in effect at 
these locations.) Please consider joining us 
for the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation! 
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Our Parish Community 

CDS Weekly Financial Report 

Parish Share Program 

The Parish Share program to help parishes and people in need, but also to help draw 
us closer to Christ. As disciples, we follow Jesus who gives us hope and the command to 
serve and love one another. Please remember that Parish Share is different than a one-
time special collection. You can make a gift over the coming year. Each contribution 
makes a difference! All parishes participate, and together our gifts provide much needed 
services. Thank you for your prayerful consideration and generous response. 

COVID Mitigation Regulations  
This week, Bishop Zubik contacted all parishes in the Diocese of Pittsburgh with the following 
announcement: "As you might be aware, on March 1, 2020, the PA Department of Health issued new COVID 
mitigation regulations that increased the number allowed (20%) to gather indoors and outdoors and lifted 
the travel ban.  Given that we as Church have been operating with a 50% of occupancy for some time, the 
decisions announced yesterday DO NOT impact us.   At this time, the Diocese of Pittsburgh maintains 
its existing COVID mitigation efforts while it monitors the local impact of increasing occupancy." 
 
At Christ the Divine Shepherd, we increased our capacity at Masses by 50% in October, so the new PA 
standard does not affect our seating capacity at Mass.  Since we have been seeing that our attendance at 
Masses has been increasing, we are continuing to make efforts to ensure that we are able to welcome 
everyone to Mass who wishes to attend in person.  If you would like to attend in person, we would ask you 
to utilize our “Save-a-Seat” program to guarantee that you’ll have a seat at Mass!  Please browse to 
cdsmph.org/rsvp or call our office between 10am and 1pm, Monday through Friday, to save your seat for 
Mass.  See you in church! 
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Divine Mercy Academy 

3rd Grade Update 
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Our Parish Community 

www.flocknote.com/ChristTheDivineShepherd   

Pray for the Repose of Souls  
 
 

Antoinetta Frazzini 
 
 

Visit cdsmph.org/funerals  
for a regularly updated listing with links 

to obituaries.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On February 28th, the seminarians of the Diocese of Pittsburgh visited Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish at 
our Sunday Masses. Please pray for these men as they continue to discern God's will for their lives. 

Seminarians Visit 



March 7, 2021 - 3rd Sunday of Lent   Page 8 

 

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; Lk 4:24- 
 30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6-7bc, 8-9;  
 Mt. 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;  
 Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-11ab, 14, 17;  
 Mk 12:28-34 

Readings for the Week  

Sunday, March 7, 2021 
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (RT ), +Rose Marie Lieb -- Carol Weaver 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (LA), For the People of our Parish 
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (TM), +Paul Campbell -- Family 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (RT), +Kathleen Carver Midock -- William Dippel 
Monday, March 8, 2021 
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (RT ), +Vincent Grechen -- Daughter 
Tuesday, March 9, 2021  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (TM), Pasqua DelDuca -- Mr & Mrs John DiIanni 
Wednesday, March 10,  2021  
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (RT), Aunt & Uncle +Irene and +Ed -- Mollie 
Thursday, March 11, 2021  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (RT), +Greta Danser -- Loretta Leech 
Friday, March 12, 2021  
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (TM), +Dolly Kuhner -- Dorothy Dinzeo 
Saturday, March 13, 2021   
4:00PM, St Bernadette, (RT), +Nancy & +Michael -- Family 
5:00PM, St Susanna, (LA), +Donald Ollio -- Wife 
Sunday, March 14, 2021 
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (RT), +Michael Ciaramella -- Wife 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (TM), +Vincent Jonnet -- Daughter 
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (LA)*, For the People of our Parish 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (TM), +Margaret Fischer -- Husband & Children 
 

Legend 
LA Fr Larry Adams 
TM Fr Thom Miller 
RT Fr Rick Thompson 

* Incense will be used at 

Mass. 

Mass Intentions 

Our Live-stream Masses continue every Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, at 9:30am. 

 
 Sunday we live-stream at 9:00am and 11:00am.  

  
 Please like us on Facebook @ 

ChristTheDivineShepherd, we post important 
updates on Facebook along with on our website at 

www.ChristtheDivineShepherd.org. 

A reminder that our 
Church Buildings 
open a half-hour 

prior to the start of 
Mass.  
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Rev. Larry Adams, Moderator of Team Ministry  

Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 

frthom1951@gmail.com 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 

rthompson@cdsmph.org 

Rev. Frederick Gruber, Parish Chaplain 

fgruber@diopitt.org 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 

mkelly@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 

rtucek@diopitt.org 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 

bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 

jbandish@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  

mbender@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 

ckarell@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 

jbrandl@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 

ccowan@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Lee Miles, Dir. Faith Formation 

LMiles@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Secretary 

kdestefano@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Secretary   

spalmieri@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Ginny Beck,  Secretary 

gbeck@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance Coordinator 

tjacob@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  

ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Nanette Iorio, Maintenance 

Office Hours  

The Parish Office located at 245 Azalea Dr, Monroeville PA 15146  
is currently closed for all walk-in business. For assistance please call 
the office at 412-373-0050 between 10am and 1pm, Monday 
through Friday or email us at parishoffice@cdsmph.org.  

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org    ChristTheDivineShepherd       parishoffice@cdsmph.org 

Confessions  

Baptisms will be celebrated following the Sunday 11:00 am Mass 
at St. Bernadette and the Sunday 11:30am Mass at St. Susanna. 
Please call Deacon Mike at the parish office at 412-373-0050 X112 
to plan your celebration of Baptism!  

Baptism  

A Reminder that Private Prayer is held alternately in both 
Monroeville and Penn Hills. 
 

• St. Bernadette will be open for Private Prayer Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday for a half-hour before and after the 
9:30am Mass and Thursdays from 4pm-6pm 

• St. Susanna will be open for Private Prayer Tuesday and 
Thursday for a half-hour before and after the 9:30am Mass 
and Wednesdays from 4pm-6pm 

• Adoration will take place at St Susanna from 4pm till 5pm, 
and at St Bernadette from 5pm till 6pm, on their respective 
private prayer days. 

Private Prayer  

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: 412-456-3093  (Office) 1-888- 808-1235 (Hot Line) 
PA Child Line:  1-800-932-0313   

St. Vincent dePaul assistance line: 412-436-9208  

At Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is celebrated on Saturday at noon at St 
Bartholomew Church. It is celebrated in “drive-up” style in your 
car (no confessions will be celebrated inside the church), following 
all applicable standards put in place by civil authority (i.e., social 
distancing, use of masks in public places, etc).   
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The Order of  Mass  

Introit   
   
   
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Processional Song                                                                                                             From Ashes to the Living Font  

Greeting 
Priest:  The Lord be with you  All:  And with your spirit 

 
Penitential  Rite  
 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading :  Exodus 20:1-17 [1-3, 7-8, 12-17  
 

Responsorial Psalm : Lord, you have the words of everlasting life (Psalm 19)  
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:22-25  
   
 

1.) From ashes to the living font your Church must journey, Lord, Baptized in grace, in grace renewed by 
your most holy word.  
2.) Through fasting, prayer, and charity your voice speaks deep within. Returning us to ways of truth and 
turning us from sin.  
3.) For thirsting hearts let waters flow, our fainting souls revive; and at the well your waters give our 
everlasting life.  

I confess to almighty God and to you my brothers and sisters that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and 
in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault. Therefore I ask Blessed Mary—ever virgin—all the angels and saints, and 
you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

Lord Have Mercy,  Christ Have Mercy, Lord Have Mercy 
or 
Kyrie Eleison, Christe Eleison, Kyrie Eleison.  
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The Order of  Mass 

Gospel Acclamation                                                                                                                    
Glory and Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel: John 2:13-25   
 
Priest:  “The Lord be with you” 

All:  And  with your spirit. 
Priest:  “A reading from the holy Gospel according to ...” 

All:  Glory to you,  O Lord. 
 

After the Gospel, the Priest says “The Gospel of the Lord” 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Homily 

 

Profession of Faith 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven (all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again  on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 
 
Offertory                                             Jerusalem, My Destiny 

 

 
(Refrain) 

I have fixed my eyes on your hills, Jerusalem, my destiny! Though I cannot see the end for me, I cannot turn 
away. We have set our hearts for the way; this journey is our destiny. Let no one walk along. The journey 

makes us one.  
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The Order of  Mass 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Invitation to Prayer 

Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the almighty Father 

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands  for the praise and glory of his name,  
 for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God 

All: It is right and just 

 

Sanctus 

 

Mystery of Faith 

Great Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sign of Peace  At the present time, the optional “sign of peace” has been suspended at our liturgies. 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
God of hosts. 
 

Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in 
the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
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The Order of  Mass 

Agnus Dei 
Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world. Blessed are 
those who are called to the 
supper of the Lamb. 

All: Lord, I am not worthy that 
you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed. 
 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire 

to receive you in my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there, and unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
 

Communion Chant   
The sparrow has found herself a home, and the turtle dove a nest in which to lay her young: at your altars, 

O Lord of hosts, my King and my God! Blessed are they who dwell in your house, they shall praise you 
forever and ever.  

Communion Song                                   How Lovely is Your Dwelling Place  

Final Blessing 

Priest:  The Mass is ended, go in peace.  
All:  Thanks be to God.               
 

Hymn at the Dismissal                The Glory of These Forty Days  

 

 

 

TOTAL ALLEGIANCE 
 In previous weeks we have seen how the theme of covenant—as a preparation for the baptismal covenant celebrated 
at Easter—occupies an important place in our cycle of Lenten readings. The notion of covenant as a relationship between 

two parties carries with it an expectation of mutual accountability and fidelity to the terms of the covenant. When God 
forged the covenant with the Jewish people on Mt. Sinai, it was a pledge of God’s protection, and it would forever permit 

them familiar access as the Chosen People. For their part, the Jewish people were to observe the dictates of the law, 
summarized most succinctly here in the form of the Ten Commandments. To be in a covenantal relationship with the Lord 
God requires an exclusive relationship, just as discipleship with Jesus—ritualized in baptism—demands a total allegiance to 

him and none other. 

1.) The glory of these forty days. We celebrate with 
songs of praise; for Christ, through whom all things 
were made, Himself has fasted and has prayed.  
 

2.) Alone and fasting, Moses saw the loving God who 
gave the Law; and to Elijah, fasting, came the steeds 
and chariots of flame.  

(Refrain) 
O how lovely is your dwelling place, dwelling of the Lord of hosts! How we long for your house, O Lord, 

singing out a song of joy to the living God! 
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