
 
 

 
The Catholic Community of   
Penn Hills and Monroeville  

 
 

 

Welcome to our Parish! 

 
We are happy you have joined us today and want you 

to know that you are always welcome at Christ the 
Divine Shepherd Parish. We invite you to participate 

in our many parish activities and ministries 
mentioned in this bulletin. We all have different gifts 
and talents that we can use to serve God and each 

other.  
 

 

 

 
Mon. 9:30am St. Bernadette  
Tues. 9:30am St. Susanna 
Wed. 5:00pm St. Susanna  
Thurs. 9:30am St. Susanna  
 12noon St. Bernadette  
 6:00pm NAM   
Fri. 9:30am St. Bernadette  
 

Saturday 
St. Bernadette 4:00pm  
St. Susanna 5:00pm  
 

Sunday 
St. Bernadette 8:00am  
St. Susanna 9:00am   
St. Bernadette 11:00am 
St. Susanna 11:30am    

Mass Schedule 

To Save your Seat for Mass log on to our website at 
cdsmph.org/rsvp or call the office at 412-373-0050. 

Website: www.cdsmph.org  www.flocknote.com/ChristTheDivineShepherd           ChristTheDivineShepherd 



May 9, 2021 - 6th Sunday of Easter    Page 2 

 

From Father Thom 

On this Mother’s Day, I would like to talk about the Cross and a woman standing beneath it. At every 
Sunday Mass, we begin Holy Mass with a procession down the aisle, following that cross. It leads us to 
the altar, and to Christ. That is what the cross is all about. But it’s such a universal symbol of our faith, 

and we see it so often, we almost take it for granted. We shouldn’t. It exists as a mysterious paradox: that instrument 
of death that gave us life. It brought our salvation. And very often when you see the cross, you will see something 
else. You’ll notice it is the woman standing beneath it, Mary. The woman whose own life is so closely entwined with 
that cross. The gospel tells us: God so loved the world, that He gave us his only son. But consider this: God so loved 
the world…that He also gave us Mary. I’d like us to think about what she as Mother of the Church represents to us, to 
our faith, and to our parish of Christ the Divine Shepherd. 
 
The church calendar is full of feasts dedicated to Our Lady: The Immaculate Conception, or  the Assumption, or Mary 
as Mother of God. But when you try to explain those concepts, or define them, it isn’t easy. Those holy days are 
abstract, hard to grasp. The feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, celebrated on September 15th, on the other hand brings 
Mary directly into our own human experience. It reminds us that this most blessed of women is, first and foremost, a 
woman. She is one of us: a teenager, a wife, a widow, and a mother. She suffered the most painful heartbreak a 
mother can know: the death of her child. 
 
We call her Our Lady of Undoer of Knots because she shared in Christ’s suffering.  His martyrdom was hers, as she 
watched the one to whom she gave life…surrender his life. One of the oldest hymns in the Church, dating from the 
13th century, is the “Stabat Mater.” Roughly translated, “the Sorrowful Mother was standing.” At the cross her 
station keeping, stood the mournful mother weeping. When we hear it during Lent, I’m always struck by the 
astounding strength in that image.  Mary didn’t collapse. Or weaken. She stood. For hours. Just to be there, for her 
son. And she is there, too, for us. The mother who stood at the foot of the cross stands with all of us, in all the 
martyrdoms of life. She stands with all of us who have felt frightened or persecuted…alone or anxious. Mary knows 
the feeling. And when it mattered most, she didn’t bend. She stood. From the cross, Jesus said, “Behold your 
mother.” And, we do — with profound gratitude and love. But by God’s grace, and Mary’s intercession, and plenty of 
sacrifice and prayer, we pray for our parish of Christ the Divine Shepherd – landmarks and beacons. Symbols of faith. 
And a constant source of hope, and renewal. 
 
During this month of May when the Church honors Mary, I’ve passed by the statues of Mary at our parish churches 
where people had placed flowers. And I noticed some scraps of paper. I went for a closer look. There were notes to 
the Blessed Mother. One on top was weathered and faded and smudged. I don’t know how long it has been there. It 
said simply: “Please, Virgin Mary, help me.” She is Our Lady Undoer of Knots. 
 
That’s just one message among many. Think of all the prayers that have been offered, all the petitions brought to Our 
Lady in our churches. All the candles that have been lit, the masses  that have been celebrated, the rosaries that have 
been prayed. 
 
And think, too, of the histories each place has witnessed. In this and each of our churches,  mothers came to pray to 
Mary to protect their sons/daughter’s who went off to the various wars.  In these pews, families have prayed for 
peace. In the sacred spaces of Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish, we have come to pray over all the hurts in the 
human heart. The job that was lost. The house that was foreclosed. The biopsy results. The argument that drove two 
people apart. Within these walls, we have come for blessed assurance, hope, grace. Here, too, is where new life has 
begun. Over the past couple weekends we have celebrated first communions, this weekend we begin confirmations, 
there have been baptisms, and weddings. The boundless hope that has been affirmed! But a parish is more than 
geography, more than a building. It is community. And, it is where this community marks the most important 
moments of our lives. 
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From Father Thom 

A man who dedicated his life to preach often about Mary, St. Bernard of Clairvaux was the one who added this brief 
phrase to the Memorare: “O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary.” He once offered a beautiful meditation about 
the Blessed Mother — words that could echo in the heart of everyone who has been blessed at that font, and in the 
hearts of all of us who seek solace and strength from Our Lady Undoer of Knots. “While she holds your hand you 
cannot fall; under her protection you have nothing to fear; if she walks before you, you shall not grow weary; if she 
shows you favor, you shall reach the goal.” 
 
As we think about the Cross, let us make those words our own “ O clement,  O loving, O sweet 
Virgin Mary.  Because, as we’ve been reminded, God so loved the world that He gave us His only 
son. And what a blessing: He loved us so much! What a blessing: our God also gave us Mary as 
mother and friend. On this Mother’s Day and everyday don’t be afraid to ask for her help. 

May Crowning  

Our Parish Community 

During the month of May, we honor Mary, Mother of the Divine Shepherd through special 
prayers and devotions. On May 2, 2021 we had our parish May Crowning by members of our 

First Communion Class.  



              Page 4 

 

This past Tuesday, a meeting of the CDS finance council, interim pastoral council, and 
parish Task Force was held. At this meeting, we discussed the work of the Task Force in 
evaluating all our buildings, and reviewed the results of their analysis.  We also began the 

discussion of formulating a plan for the future of our parish.  We need you to be part of that plan, too!  Next 
week, we’ll hold two parish assemblies, and we’d like to invite you to attend one of these meetings: 

• May 12, at 6:15pm, at St Susanna Church (following the 5pm Ascension Vigil Mass) 

• May 13, at 1:15pm, at St Bernadette Church (following the noon Ascension Mass) 

At these assemblies, we’ll review the work of the Task Force, discuss our parish’s current situation, present a 
tentative proposal on how we might consider proceeding, and listen to your input and recommendations. 

We also plan to record a video of one of these assemblies and place it on our website for you to watch, 
should you be unable to attend one of the assemblies in person.  We will also offer opportunities for you to 
respond via the website, so that all who attend the assemblies in person or virtually will be able to have their 
perspectives heard. 

We hope to see you at one of our parish assemblies next week! 

Please keep Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish in your prayers, as together we continue discerning our future 
as a Catholic community for Monroeville and Penn Hills! 

 

On the weekend of May 16 our parish will take a special collection for four national funds that make a 
worldwide impact in the name of Jesus and the Catholic Church. This combined collection benefits Catholic 
Relief Services, the Church in Latin America, the Church in Central and Eastern Europe and the Church in 
Africa. The gifts from our parishioners will support Catholic ministry in impoverished regions of the world 
and also aid people of all faiths who are suffering from natural disasters, war, migration, illness, dire poverty 
– or all of the above. 

Special Collection 

Hope from Home, Catholic Charities’ biggest annual fundraiser, is a virtual event that is 
live May 3 through the end of May. Catholic Charities serves thousands of people distress 
in southwestern Pennsylvania. It prioritizes people’s immediate needs, particularly those 
that have arisen because of COVID-19. Catholic Charities offers: help with basic needs 
(rent, utilities, food, baby supplies, etc.); counseling; free health care for those who are 
uninsured or underinsured; housing solutions; pregnancy and parenting support; senior 
services, and more. These initiatives give relief to thousands and make our communities healthier and safer. 
For more information or to donate, visit: www.cchopefromhome.org. 

Hope from Home Fundraiser for Catholic Charities 

http://www.cchopefromhome.org
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Our Parish Community 

 

Please join the Ladies of Charity as 
we commemorate Memorial Day 
Thursday, May 27 at 6:30 PM at St. 
Bernadette Church as we pray the 
Patriotic Rosary for our country. 
Praying this rosary is a moving 
experience and our country and it's 
people are the beneficiaries of those 
prayers. On Wednesday, September 
8 we will commemorate 9-11 and 
pray the Patriotic Rosary at St. 
Susanna Church. 

Taizé Ministry 

Mark your calendars: our next parish Taizé Service will be held on 
Tuesday, May 25, 2021, 7pm at St. Bernadette Church. 

Patriotic Rosary 

 

Calling all Graduates 

Pentecost Bonfire and Wing Night at St. Agnes (11400 St Agnes Ln, Irwin, PA) 
behind the Old Convent on May 22nd. It starts at 5pm and should end roughly at 
10pm. So basically how this works is that each person should bring their favorite 
chicken wings, and each wing brought will be voted on. Whoever has the most 
votes will be crowned “Lord of the Wings”! In addition to eating, we’ll have 
fellowship and fun! Hope to see you all there - let’s get our wing on! Register at: 
https://rev316.wixsite.com/rev316/events-1/pentecost-bonfire-wing-night 

Rev 316 Bonfire and Wing Night for Young Adults 

Are you a member of the graduating Class of 2021? Let your parish 
family know by emailing us at bulletin@cdsmph.org so that we 
can acknowledge your achievements. We look forward to hearing 
from you! 

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator: 412-456-3093  (Office) 1-888- 808-1235 (Hot Line) PA Child Line:  1-800-932-0313, Call 911 immediately if a child is in danger. 

Legion of Mary 

The month of May is traditionally dedicated to the Blessed 
Mother.  A fantastic way of honoring Mary is to publicly pray the 
Rosary.  Join us at the Prayer Garden of St. Gerard Majella Church 
on Saturdays starting at 11am. 
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Sacrament of  Confirmation 

Congratulations to those who received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation this weekend! 

Bailey Marie Bradley  
Anthony Collins  
Evelyn Cumpston  
Katherine DiPalma  
Jenna Dougherty  
Adam Dzuban  
Mary Estes  
Jolina Estremera  
Benjamin Hill  
 
 
 
 
 

Kai Reese Jones  
Paige Kessler  
Zoe Kobus  
Emily Long  
Patrick Malandra  
Alexis Manso  
Annalyse Oldenski  
Piper Ranallo  
Kaylee Rosa 
Zylan Nicole Sims 

Sacrament of  Eucharist  

Noah Anthony Bacco-Grudowski 
Brayden Louis Baumhardt 
Michaela Elizabeth Buches 
Stella James Federoff 
Resa Ermitano Marquinez 
Riley Savannah Payne 
Ella Rose Rembert 
Cody James Wilson 
Christianna Jade Capalongo 
Nnamdi Onyeme Chielu 
Chole Ann Conwell 
Anna Kathleen Estes 

Megan Elisabeth Kennedy 
Harlyn Ann Lorah 
Jude Daniel Pazuchanics 
Emma Michele Sirbak 
Jayden Maurice Thompson 
William Charles Catone  
Anthony Francis Doughty  
Jamisen T Fitzroy  
Taylor Tien Grecko  
Brooke Antoinette Johnston  
Callan William Morris  
Hannah Stephans  

Alia Winter  
Chase Clontz  
Emma Grace Dudley  
Chisombei Ezike 
Gabriel Sydney Klavora 
Sophia Sydney Klavora  
Emma Jo Kostyak  
Chinedum Okoro  
Grace Elizabeth Supancic 
Antonia Wilamenia White 

Congratulations to our 2021 First Communion Class 
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Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to 
her children, so you watch over your Church. Bless our 
mothers. Let the example of her faith and love shine 

forth. Grant that we, her family, may honor her 
always with a spirit of profound respect. Grant this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Sunday, May 9, 2021 
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (LA), For All Mothers  
9:00AM, St Susanna, (TM ), For All Mothers  
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (LA), For the People of our Parish 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (TM ), For All Mothers  
Monday, May 10, 2021 
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (LA), +Michael Ciaramella -- Money Counters 
Tuesday, May 11, 2021  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (TM), +Officer Jonathon Schroeder & +Officer Mark Bremer -- Parents 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021  
5:00PM, St Susanna, (LA ), For the People of our Parish 
Thursday, May 13, 2021  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (RT), For the People of our Parish 
12:00PM, St Bernadette, (TM), For the People of our Parish 
6:00PM, NAM, (RT), For the People of our Parish 
Friday, May 14, 2021 
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (TM), +Rose Maire Lieb -- Bernie Grine 
Saturday, May 15, 2021   
4:00PM, St Bernadette, (LA), +Nellie Merrelli -- Family 
5:00PM, St Susanna, (TM), +Nate Ferraco -- Family 
Sunday, May 16, 2021 
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (RT), +James Mayar -- Wife 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (TM), +Donald Turak -- Wife & Children 
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (LA)*, +Jane Bobich -- Pete Bobich & Family 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (RT), For the People of our Parish 

Legend 
LA Fr Larry Adams 
TM Fr Thom Miller 
RT Fr Rick Thompson 

 
* Incense will be used at 

Mass. 

Mass Intentions 

A reminder that our 
Church Buildings open a 

half-hour prior to the start 

CDS Weekly Financial Update 

 

Please note there will not be a 9:30am morning Mass on 
Wednesday, May 12th. 
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Order of  Mass  

Entrance Chant   
Greeting 
Priest:  The Lord be with you   

All:  And with your spirit 
 

Penitential Act 

 One License A-737037  

I confess to almighty God and to you my 
brothers and sisters that I have greatly 
sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in 
what I have done and in what I have failed 
to do, through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault. Therefore I 
ask Blessed Mary—ever virgin—all the 
angels and saints, and you, my brothers and 
sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 
 

Lord Have Mercy,  Christ Have Mercy, Lord 
Have Mercy 

or 
Kyrie Eleison, Christe Eleison, Kyrie Eleison.  

Gloria 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for 
your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone are the 
Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
Collect 

 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading:  Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48  
 

Responsorial Psalm: The Lord has revealed to the 
nations his saving power (Psalm 98).  
 

Second Reading:  1 John 4:7-10  
 

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
Gospel:  John 15:9-17  
 

Priest:  “The Lord be with you” 

All:  And  with your spirit. 

Priest:  “A reading from the holy Gospel according to ...” 

All:  Glory to you,  O Lord. 
After the Gospel, the Priest says “The Gospel of the Lord” 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Homily 



              Page 11 

 

Order of  Mass 

Profession of Faith 
 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven (all bow) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again  on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Offertory                                                                              Love One Another 

Invitation to Prayer 

Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the almighty Father 

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands  for the praise and glory of his name,  
 for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 

Great Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sign of Peace  At the present time, the optional “sign 
of peace” has been suspended at our liturgies. 

Agnus Dei:  All: You take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us.  

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed. 

Refrain 
Love one another, for love is of God.  Love one another, for God is love. 

 
 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God 

All:  And with your spirit. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
All: It is right and just 

Sanctus 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Mystery of Faith 
We proclaim your death O Lord, and profess your 
Resurrection until you come again until you come 
again.  
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The Order of  Mass 

 

 

 
 

Communion Chant   

I have chosen you from the world, in order that you might go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should last, alleluia. 

 
Communion Hymn                                         Gift of Finest Wheat  

Final Blessing 

 
Hymn at the Dismissal                                                                                               Come Holy Spirit, Wind and Fire  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Refrain 
You satisfy the hungry heart With gift of finest wheat; 
Come give to us, O saving Lord, The bread of life to 
eat. 
 
1. As when the shepherd calls his sheep, They know 
and heed his voice; So when you call your fam'ly, 
Lord, We follow and rejoice. 
 
2. With joyful lips we sing to you Our praise and 
gratitude, That you should count us worthy, Lord, 
To share this heav'nly food. 

3. Is not the cup we bless and share. The blood of 
Christ outpoured? Do not one cup, one loaf, declare 
Our oneness in the Lord? 
 
4. The myst'ry of your presence, Lord, No mortal 
tongue can tell: Whom all the world cannot contain 
Comes in our hearts to dwell. 
 
5. You give yourself to us, O Lord; Then selfless let us 
be, To serve each other in your name. In truth and 
charity. 

1. Life giving Spirit, through your might. Darkness 
and chaos turned to light. Voice of the prophets 
from above. Speaking of God’s eternal love. Come 
Holy Spirit, Wind and Fire; Come, fill your Church, 
our hearts inspire.  

 

2. O Spirit, by your power outpoured. Blest Mary bore 
the incarnate Word; You o’er the Jordan’s waters 
came, that Christ the Gospel might proclaim. Come 
Holy Spirit, Wind and Fire; Come, fill your Church, our 
hearts inspire.  
 

 
St. Bernadette:   No sponsorship this week 
 
St. Susanna:  Edward Konop  
   by wife, Mary Ann 
 
 

‘ 

Please contact the parish office at 412-373-0050 if you are 
interested in sponsoring one of our tabernacle lamps. 

Sanctuary Candle 

Our Live-stream Masses continue every Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, at 9:30am. 

 
 Sunday we live-stream at 9:00am and 11:00am.  

Pray for the Repose of Souls 

 
William "Russ" Sutton 

 
Please visit our website at  
www.cdsmph.org/funerals 
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Rev. Larry Adams, Moderator of Team Ministry  

Fr.Larry@cdsmph.org 

Rev. Thomas Miller, Team Ministry 

frthom1951@gmail.com 

Rev. Frederick Gruber, Parish Chaplain 

fgruber@diopitt.org 

Rev. Richard Thompson, Parish Chaplain 

rthompson@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly,  Pastoral Associate 

mkelly@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Richard M. Tucek 

rtucek@diopitt.org 

Mrs. Bess Biamonte,  Pastoral Associate 

bbiamonte@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Joshua Bandish, Director of Music Ministry 

jbandish@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Mary Lou Bender, Assist. Dir. of Music  

mbender@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cindy Karell, Organist 

ckarell@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Jerry Brandl, Business Manager 

jbrandl@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan, Bookkeeper 

ccowan@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Lee Miles, Dir. Faith Formation 

LMiles@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer, Assist. Dir. Faith Formation 

iswackhammer@cdsmph.org  

Ms. Kathy DeStefano, Secretary 

kdestefano@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri, Secretary   

spalmieri@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Ginny Beck,  Secretary 

gbeck@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Tim Jacob, Maintenance Coordinator 

tjacob@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter, Maintenance  

ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Nanette Iorio, Maintenance 

Office Hours  

The Parish Office is located at 245 Azalea Dr, Monroeville PA 15146.  
It is open between 9am and 1pm, Monday through Friday. You can 
also email us at parishoffice@cdsmph.org.  

 

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org    ChristTheDivineShepherd       parishoffice@cdsmph.org 

Confession 

Baptisms will be celebrated following the Sunday 11:00am Mass at 
St. Bernadette and the Sunday 11:30am Mass at St. Susanna. 
Please call Deacon Mike at the parish office at 412-373-0050 X112 
to plan your celebration of Baptism!  

Baptism  

A Reminder that Private Prayer is held alternately in both 
Monroeville and Penn Hills. 
 

• St. Bernadette will be open for Private Prayer Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday for a half-hour before and after the 
9:30am Mass and Thursdays from 4pm-6pm 

• St. Susanna will be open for Private Prayer Tuesday and 
Thursday for a half-hour before and after the 9:30am Mass 
and Wednesdays from 4pm-6pm 

• Adoration will take place at St Susanna from 4pm till 5pm, 
and at St Bernadette from 5pm till 6pm, on their respective 
private prayer days. 

Private Prayer  

St. Vincent dePaul assistance line: 412-436-9208  

At Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is celebrated on Saturday at noon at St 
Bartholomew Church. It is celebrated in “drive-up” style in your 
car (no confessions will be celebrated inside the church), following 
all applicable standards put in place by civil authority (i.e., social 
distancing, use of masks in public places, etc).   

Marriage 

Please contact us to plan for your wedding as soon as you become 
engaged, by contacting Deacon Mike at mkelly@cdsmph.org or 
412-373-0050 x112. 


