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Father Mike Conway 

From the Pastor 

Happy New Year!  My prayer for all of us this year is for 
good health, happiness, and most importantly, for 
holiness. If you haven’t already come up with your 
resolutions for the new year – and even if you have – consider making 
growth in holiness one of them.  You won’t be disappointed. That being 
said, I’m not a huge fan of New Year’s resolutions.  I start full of optimism 
and hope, but tend to fizzle out pretty quickly because I don’t have a 
good plan for keeping to them.  Sometimes I give the year a trial period, 
just to see how crazy it’s going to be before I commit to anything.  That 
almost worked in 2020.  Almost.   
 

Sitting around and waiting is hardly ever a solution to anything, and the 
Scripture readings for Epiphany seem to make that clear.  So too does 
Pope Francis,  In his homily for Epiphany in 2019, the Holy Father said 
this: 
 

The light of God shines on those who receive it. Isaiah, in the first reading 
(cf. 60:2), tells us that that light does not prevent the darkness and the 
thick clouds from covering the earth, but shines forth on those prepared 
to accept it. And so, the prophet addresses a challenging summons to 
everyone: “Arise, shine” (60:1). We need to arise, to get up from our 
sedentary lives and prepare for a journey. Otherwise, we stand still, like 
the scribes that Herod consulted; they knew very well where the Messiah 
was born, but they did not move. We also need to shine, to be clothed in 
God who is light, day by day, until we are fully clothed in Jesus. Yet to be 
clothed in God, who like the light is simple, we must first put aside our 
pretentious robes. Otherwise, we will be like Herod, who preferred the 
earthly lights of success and power to the divine light. The Magi, instead, 
fulfil the prophecy. They arise and shine, and are clothed in light. They 
alone see the star in the heavens: not the scribes, nor Herod, nor any of 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
 

In order to find Jesus, we also need to take a different route, to follow a 
different path, his path, the path of humble love. And we have to 
persevere. Today’s Gospel ends by saying that the Magi, after 
encountering Jesus, “left for their own country by another 
road” (Mt 2:12). Another road, different from that of Herod. An 
alternative route than that of the world, like the road taken by those who 
surround Jesus at Christmas: Mary and Joseph, the shepherds. Like the 
Magi, they left home and became pilgrims on the paths of God. For only 
those who leave behind their worldly attachments and undertake a 
journey find the mystery of God. 
 

   

 

 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

 
 
 
 

JOURNEY TOWARD GOD 
 

 In our celebration of the Epiphany, 
two interwoven themes are present in the 

readings today. God is beginning 
something new, and God gathers all of 

humanity to participate. For Isaiah, God’s 
bright light, manifested in the people of 

Israel, attracts and summons people from 
many nations to Jerusalem. In the letter to 

the Ephesians, God’s grace makes the 
Gentiles co-heirs and co-partners in the 

gospel. Matthew tells the story of the 
fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel 

through the birth of Jesus, and 
simultaneously leading foreigners to 

share in these same promises. With the 
birth of Jesus, God chose a particular 

people, in a particular time and place, to 
enter most directly into the human story. 
Today’s readings teach that God did this 
in order to gather all people, all cultures, 
into unity with God. Like the magi, we are 

drawn into a journey toward God, 
becoming co-partners in God’s work. 
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This holds true for us too. It is not enough to know where Jesus was born, as the scribes did, if we do not go there. It is 
not enough to know that Jesus was born, like Herod, if we do not encounter him. When his place becomes our place, 
when his time becomes our time, when his person becomes our life, then the prophecies come to fulfilment in us. 
Then Jesus is born within us. He becomes the living God for me. Today we are asked to imitate the Magi. They do not 
debate; they set out. They do not stop to look, but enter the house of Jesus. They do not put themselves at the center, 
but bow down before the One who is the center. They do not remain glued to their plans, but are prepared to take 
other routes. Their actions reveal a close contact with the Lord, a radical openness to him, a total engagement with 
him. With him, they use the language of love, the same language that Jesus, though an infant, already speaks. Indeed, 
the Magi go to the Lord not to receive, but to give. Let us ask ourselves this question: at Christmas did we bring gifts to 
Jesus for his party, or did we only exchange gifts among ourselves? 

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖  

On behalf of Deacon Mike, the entire parish staff, and especially in my own name, I offer a special word of thanks for 
the many cards and gifts we received during the Christmas season. We appreciate your thoughtfulness and support as 
we continue to build up our parish community. 

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖  

Another special word of thanks to everyone who made our Christmas liturgies so beautiful.  None of these things just 
happen by themselves – they take a lot of generous sharing of time and talent.  Please join me in thanking our music 
ministry, our ushers, and everyone who helped clean or decorate the churches.  I would be remiss if I didn’t thank the 
Ladies of Charity and the Knights of Columbus for their service and outreach to the community during this time of 
year, helping all of us be truly mindful of what the season is all about. 
 

Oremus pro invicem! 

From the Pastor (Continued from page 2) 

 

Help the Homeless 

The Knights of Columbus is doing a collection drive for the homeless in our area.  We will be 
collecting Socks, Hats, and Gloves throughout the month of January.   
Please bring your donations to church and put in the designated collection bin.   
Please keep sock and glove pair together, rubber bands will be provided. 
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Monroeville:    
Dr. Al Nouse 
By, St. Michael's Scripture Study 
 
 
Penn Hills:   
Suffering Souls in Purgatory 
By, Purgatorian Society 
 
 
 

Please contact the parish office at  
412-373-0050 if you are interested in 

sponsoring one of our tabernacle lamps. 
 

 

 
 

Julia Collins 
Jeffrey Friday 
Anna Damico  

Dolores Stipancic 
Norma Corletti 

 

 
 
 
 

Obituaries may be accessed at 
www.cdsmph.org/funerals 

Our Parish Family  

Knight at the Races 

The Knights of Columbus are having our annual Knight at 
the Races on Friday, January 28, 2022. Tickets will go on 
sale soon, watch the bulletin for more information.  
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Saturday, January 1, 2022   
9:30AM, St Susanna, (TM), Mary, Mother of God -- + Marty Kelly -- Deacon Mike 
4:00PM, St Bernadette, (MC), +John Conway by Fr. Mike 
5:00PM, St Susanna, (TM), +Marty Kelly by Deacon Mike 
Sunday, January 2, 2022 
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (MC), For the People of our Parish 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (TM), +Eva Valicenti -- Johanna Treichler & Family 
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (MC), +Tessy Waligura -- Curt Waligura 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (TM), For the Health of Kathy Kozusko -- Pat & Bob Heisel 
Monday, January 3, 2022 
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (VP), +Leo & Alice Harper -- Mollie 
Tuesday, January 4, 2022  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (TM), +Emily Golightly -- Biamonte Family 
Wednesday, January 5, 2022  
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (TM), +Leo & Alice Harper-- Mollie 
Thursday, January 6, 2022  
9:30AM, St Susanna, (TM), For a Special Intention 
Friday, January 7, 2022 
9:30AM, St Bernadette, (TM), For the Well Being of Mike Stanko -- Bill & Alycia Iski 
Saturday, January 8, 2022   
4:00PM, St Bernadette, (TM), +Dr. Al Nouse -- St. Michael's Scripture Study Group 
5:00PM, St Susanna, (VP), +Katherine Frueh -- Dean Family 
Sunday, January 9, 2022 
8:00AM, St Bernadette, (TM), +Anna Mendicino -- Fred Mendicino 
9:00AM, St Susanna, (VP), For the People of our Parish 
11:00AM, St Bernadette, (TM), +Suzanne Turba -- Virginia Turba 
11:30AM, St Susanna, (VP), +Edith & Anthony D'Andrea -- Daughter, Margaret 

Legend 
MC Fr Mike Conway 
TM Fr Thom Miller 
VP Visiting Priest 

A reminder that 
our Church 

Buildings open a 
half-hour prior to 
the start of Mass.  

 
The Rosary is 

prayed prior to 
our weekday 

Masses beginning 
at 9:00am 

Mass Intentions  

CDS Weekly Financial Update 
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Greeting 
Priest:  The Lord be with you  

All: And with your spirit 
 

Penitential Act 
I confess to almighty God and to you my 
brothers and sisters that I have greatly 
sinned, in my thoughts and in my 
words, in what I have done and in what 
I have failed to do, through my fault, 
through my fault, through my most 
grievous fault. Therefore I ask Blessed 
Mary—ever virgin—all the angels and 
saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 

 
All: Lord Have Mercy,  Christ Have 
Mercy, Lord Have Mercy 

or 
Kyrie Eleison, Christe Eleison, Kyrie 
Eleison.  

Order of Mass 
Entrance Procession                Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord 
God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus 
Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy 
on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have 
mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are 
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading:  Isaiah 60:1-6  
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has come, the 
glory of the Lord shines upon you. See, darkness covers the 
earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; but upon you the 
LORD shines, and over you appears his glory. Nations shall 
walk by your light, and kings by your shining radiance. 
Raise your eyes and look about; they all gather and come to 
you: your sons come from afar, and your daughters in the 
arms of their nurses. Then you shall be radiant at what you 
see, your heart shall throb and overflow, for the riches of 
the sea shall be emptied out before you, the wealth of 
nations shall be brought to you.  
 

Caravans of camels shall fill you, dromedaries from 
Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come bearing gold 
and frankincense, and proclaiming the praises of the 
LORD. 

 
Responsorial Psalm:   Lord, every nation on earth 
will adore you (Psalm 72).  
 
 

Second Reading:  Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6  
Brothers and sisters: You have heard of the stewardship 
of God’s grace  that was given to me for your benefit,  
namely, that the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation. It was not made known to people in other 
generations  as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit:  that the Gentiles are 
coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners in 
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12  
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days 
of King Herod,  behold, magi from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem, saying,  “Where is the newborn king of the 
Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do 
him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was 
greatly troubled,  and all Jerusalem with him.  
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Profession of Faith 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son 
of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven (all bow) and by the Holy Spirit 
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was buried, and rose again  on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen. 

Order of Mass 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Offertory                                     What Child is This  

Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the 
people,  He inquired of them where the Christ was to be 
born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea,  for thus it 
has been written through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, 
land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to 
shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod called the magi 
secretly  and ascertained from them the time of the star’s 
appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and said,  “Go and 
search diligently for the child. When you have found him, 
bring me word,  that I too may go and do him homage.” 
After their audience with the king they set out. 
And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising 
preceded them,  until it came and stopped over the place 
where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the 
star,  and on entering the house they saw the child with 
Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did him 
homage. Then they opened their treasures  and offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod,  they departed 
for their country by another way. 

Invitation to Prayer 

Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters 
that my sacrifice and yours may be 
acceptable to God the almighty 
Father 
All:  May the Lord accept the 
sacrifice at your hands  for the 
praise and glory of his name,  for 
our good and the good of all his 
holy Church. 
 
Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
Priest: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the 
 Lord. 
Priest: Let us give thanks to the 
 Lord, our God 

All: It is right and just 
 

 
 

 
.  
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Great Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sign of Peace   

Agnus Dei:  All: You take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us.  

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof, but only say the word and my soul 
shall be healed. 

Sanctus 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Mystery of Faith 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup we 
proclaim your death O Lord, until you come again. 
 

Order of Mass 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday:  1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 
   2:7bc-8, 10-12a;  Mt 
   4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday:  1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 
   7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-
   2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-
   52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 
   72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17;  
   Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-
   15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16 

 One License A-737037  

LIVE-STREAM MASSES 
 

Our Live-stream Masses continue 
every Monday, Wednesday, 

Friday, at 9:30am on our 
Facebook page. 

 
 Sunday we live-stream at 9:00am 

and 11:00am.  

 

Hymn at the Dismissal                             Angels from the Realms of Glory  

Communion Song                                                              We Three Kings

1. The first Nowell, the angel did say, 
Was to certain poor shepherds in 
fields as they lay; In fields where they 
lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so 
deep. 
 
Refrain 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
Born is the King of Israel. 
 
 

2. They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east, beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and 
night. 
 
3. And by the light of that same star 
Three wise men came from country 
far; To seek for a king was their intent, 
And to follow the star wherever it 
went. 
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Rev. Michael P. Conway 
Pastor 
mconway@cdsmph.org 

Rev. Thomas R. Miller 
Senior Parochial Vicar 
frthom1951@gmail.com 

Rev. Frederick W. Gruber 
Parish Chaplain 
fgruber@diopitt.org 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly 
Pastoral Associate 
mkelly@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Joshua Bandish 
Sacred Music, Worship, and Digital Media 
jbandish@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Jerry Brandl 
Business Manager 
jbrandl@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Cathy Cowan 
Bookkeeper 
ccowan@cdsmph.org 

Deacon Lee Miles 
Director of Faith Formation 
LMiles@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Irene Swackhammer,  
Assistant Director of Faith Formation 
iswackhammer@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Kathy DeStefano 
Secretary 
kdestefano@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Sandy Palmieri 
Secretary   
spalmieri@cdsmph.org 

Ms. Ginny Beck 
Secretary 
gbeck@cdsmph.org 

Mr. Tim Jacob 
Maintenance Coordinator 
tjacob@cdsmph.org 

Mrs. Eileen Almeter 
Custodian 
ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Office Hours  

The Parish Office is located at 245 Azalea Dr, Monroeville PA 15146.  
It is open between 9am and 1pm, Monday through Friday, Saturdays 
from 3:30 to 5:30 and Sundays from 9 to 12:30. You can also email us 
at parishoffice@cdsmph.org  or call us at  
412-373-0050. 

Email Contact Information 

Parish Information 

 

Parish Website: ChristTheDivineShepherd.org    ChristTheDivineShepherd       parishoffice@cdsmph.org 

Confession 

Baptisms will be celebrated following the Sunday 11:00am Mass in 
Monroeville and the Sunday 11:30am Mass in Penn Hills. Please call 
Deacon Mike at the parish office at 412-373-0050 X112 to plan your 
celebration of Baptism!  

Baptism  

A reminder that our churches are open for Private Prayer in both 
Monroeville and Penn Hills. 
 

• St Bernadette church will be open from 7am till 6pm on Monday 
and Thursday, and from 7am till 3pm on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Friday. 

• St Susanna church will be open on Tuesday from 9am till 6pm and 
on Thursday from 9am till 10:30am.   

• Adoration will take place at St Susanna from 10am till 11am on 
Tuesday, and at St Bernadette from 5pm till 6pm, on Thursday. 

Private Prayer  

At Christ the Divine Shepherd Parish,  
the Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated: 
 

• Saturday, 3pm, CDS Monroeville 
• Saturday, 4pm, CDS Penn Hills 
or by calling the parish office and making an appointment. 

Marriage 

Please contact us to plan for your wedding as soon as you become 
engaged, by contacting Deacon Mike at mkelly@cdsmph.org or 412-
373-0050 x112. 
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