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Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, August 24, 2025  

Prayer and Liturgy 

Entrance Chant 

Scripture Readings  #990 
 

Is 66: 18-21 They shall bring all your brothers and sisters from all the nations. 
 

Mk 16: 15; v Ps 117 (116): 1bc, 2 · L  Go out, Go out, to all the world and tell the Good News. 
 

Heb 12: 5-7, 11-13 Those whom the Lord loves, he disciplines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lk 13: 22-30 They will come from east and west and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 

Hymn in Procession 
 
#685 Seek Ye First 
 

 

Prayer Before Mass 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, I draw near to the sacrament of 
your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. I come sick to the 
physician of life, unclean to the fountain of mercy, blind to the 

light of eternal brightness, poor and needy to the Lord of heaven and earth. So I ask you, most 
generous Lord: graciously heal my infirmity, wash me clean, illumine my blindness, enrich my 
poverty, and clothe my nakedness. May I receive the Bread of Angels, the King of kings and the 
Lord of lords, with such reverence and humility, such contrition and devotion, such purity and 
faith, and such resolve and determination as may secure my soul’s salvation. Grant that I may 
receive not only the visible sign of the Lord’s Body and Blood, but also the reality and the 
power of the sacrament. Grant, most kind God, that I may receive the Body of your only-
begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, which He received from the Virgin Mary, and may I receive 
it in such a way that I become a living part of His Mystical Body and counted among His 
members. O most loving Father, grant me your beloved Son. While on this earthly pilgrimage, I 
receive Him under the veil of this sacrament; so may I come at last to see Him face to face for 
all eternity. For He lives and reigns with You forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Offertory Chant 
 

Ps 40 (39): 2, 3, 4; v 5-7 · GR  

I have waited, waited for the Lord, and he looked down upon me. 
He heard my prayer, and he put a new song into my mouth, a 
hymn to our God. 

Offertory Hymn 
 
#637 In Christ Alone 
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Song of Praise #485 Salve Regina 

 

Prayer and Liturgy 

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and 
snares of the devil; may God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the 
Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about 
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

Communion Chant  
Cf. Ps 104 (103): 13-15; v 1-2, 23-24 · RM          

The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O Lord; you 
bring forth bread from the earth and wine to cheer the heart. 

Dismissal   #430 Go Make of All Disciples  

 

Thanksgiving Prayer after Mass 
Lord, holy Father, ever-living God, I thank you. For though I am a sinner and your unworthy 
servant, you have fed me with the precious Body and Blood of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
You have done this not because I deserve it, but because you are kind and merciful. I pray that 
this holy Communion may not add to my guilt and punishment, but may lead me to forgiveness 
and salvation. May it be for me the armor of faith and the shield of good will. May it purify me 
from evil ways and put an end to my base passions. May it bring me charity and patience, 
humility and obedience, and may it strengthen my power to do every kind of good. May it be a 
strong defense against the deceit of all my enemies, visible and invisible. May it perfectly calm 
all my evil impulses, both bodily and spiritual. May it unite me more closely to you, the one true 
God, and bring me to full possession of the goal I long for. And I pray that you will lead me, a 
sinner, to the magnificent banquet where you, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, are for all your 
saints the true light, total fulfillment, everlasting joy, gladness without end, exquisite delight, 
and most perfect happiness. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Communion Hymn 
 

Mystery of Faith Amen  

Sanctus 
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Father Michael Roche 

From our Pastor 

I want to draw your attention to the Altar Server practices we have this 
Wednesday and Thursday evening at Saint Bernadette Church (August 
27 and 28). Practice will start at 6:30 p.m. and conclude at 8:00 p.m. 
(Altar servers will be trained in a way that will work for both of our 

churches.) Any 3rd through 12th grade student who is currently serving, or who is 
interested in serving, should come to at least one of the practices. There are two others 
scheduled for late September (the 22nd and 29th). I hope this will enable us to have a 
solid rotation of servers for most, if not all, of our Saturday evening and Sunday 
Masses. 

Deacon Nick Wytiaz’s departure caught perhaps not a few people off guard. “Where is 
he going?” The answer: back to Saint Mary Seminary for his final year of seminary in 
preparation for ordination to the Holy Priesthood next June. He will be back for 
Christmas and Easter, but otherwise he is there. We already miss him! 

Among the many things Deacon Nick was able to do during his summer with us was 
form a group of Eucharistic Missionaries. I had the privilege of joining them this past 
Tuesday for a prayerful commissioning. I expect much fruit to come from this initiative. 
Thanks to our Eucharistic Missionaries, and to Deacon Nick and his team. 

A few people have asked why we took out the lovely tree near our office entrances at 
Saint Bernadette. It was not us, but an “Act of God,” as that tree was felled by the April 
30 mega-storm that knocked out power for a few days and caused much additional 
havoc. With the tree gone, the quiet oasis it permitted no longer existed, and I thought 
it best just to plant (or attempt to plant) grass there for now. 

You will see elsewhere in the bulletin that we are having “Donut Sunday” after the 9:00 
a.m. Mass at Saint Susanna in September. We are planning to have this event at Saint 
Bernadette as well, and will provide further details when this is finalized. 

Please sign up if you haven’t yet for our Parish Picnic! 

If you or a loved one needs a home visit from a priest for Confession and/or Anointing 
of the Sick, please reach out to the office and we will make this happen. We are always 
honored to visit, pray, and offer the sacraments of the Church to those in need. 

Please pray for our school families and teachers, as well as the students of Divine 
Mercy Academy, as the school year began this past Thursday! 
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DEACON’S 
BEACONS 

 
 
 

So now faith, hope, and love 
abide, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love. 1 

Corinthians 13:13 
 

We need all three of these 
virtues. But without love, the 
other two ring hollow. That is 
what the preceding passage is 

saying. St. Paul talks about 
the importance of love and 

what real love means. It is not 
emotion. It is not infatuation. 

Love is a choice. Love is 
action.  

 
 

Go raibh síocháin Chríost a 
bheith in éineacht leat. 

 
Deacon Mike  

 

Parish Life 

 Call for Deacons Extended 

Do you have a heart for others? The Diocese of Pittsburgh 
has called a new deacon class — and the deadline to apply 
has been extended! Interested and qualified Catholic men 
are invited to apply for this new formation class to serve 
the Church. Information sessions for applicants and their 
wives will be held at the Diocesan Pastoral Center: 
 
• Thursday, September 11, 2025 — 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 
 
For more information, please visit cdsmph.org/news/
callfordeacons or call the diaconate office at 412-456-3124. 

Patriotic Rosary 

The Ladies of Charity invite everyone to join them in 
praying the Patriotic Rosary on Thursday, September 11th 
at 6:30 p.m. at St. Bernadette Church. For those unable to 
attend in person, the rosary will also be live-streamed so 
you can participate from home. We hope you will join us in 
prayer for our nation. 
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We joyfully welcome the following individuals who have recently registered in our parish 
community. May you feel at home here at Christ the Divine Shepherd!  

 
Mr. Kevin Apel 

Ms. Nicole Tracey 
Ms. Terese  “Traci” Musial 

Welcome to our CDS Family 

Congratulations to Ariana Nzobo Gabibulu, Alyssa Kumbi Gabibulu, Abigael Ngalula Gabibulu, 
and Ariel Bibomba Gabibulu, who were recently baptized into Christ. We rejoice with them and 
warmly welcome them into our parish family.  

 

Parish Life  

Baptized into Christ 

  

Donut Sunday 
All are invited to join us for Donut Sunday on Sunday, September 
14 following the 9:00 AM Mass at St. Susanna Church. We’ll gather 
in the Spirit Room to enjoy coffee, donuts, and fellowship. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to meet new parishioners, catch up with 
friends, and strengthen the bonds of our parish community. We 
look forward to seeing you there!  
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Parish Life 
 

Emmaus Retreats at St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center  
The Emmaus Retreats offer a powerful opportunity to step away from daily life, grow in faith, 
and renew your relationship with God. The Women’s Retreat will be held September 12–14, 
2025, and the Men’s Retreat will follow on October 24–26, 2025. Both weekends begin Friday 
evening and conclude Sunday afternoon, and are led by lay people who share the same 
challenges and joys of everyday life. The cost for the men’s retreat is $225 (scholarships 
available), and meals and lodging are included. 

To register for either retreat, visit christthedivineshepherd.org. For the Women’s Retreat, 
contact Pat Rohland at (412) 889-3141 or patr.emmauseast@gmail.com. For the Men’s Retreat, 
contact George Baker at (412) 491-8505. 

Annual Seminarian Benefit Luncheon 
The 39th Annual Seminarian Benefit Luncheon will be held on Saturday, September 20, 2025 at 
St. Paul Seminary – O’Connor Hall. The day begins with the Early Bird Players at 10:00 a.m., 
followed by a buffet luncheon at noon. Tickets are $30 and include a delicious meal along with 
raffles, a Chinese auction, bake sale, door prizes, and more. Reservations are required and 
must be received by September 5. For reservations or more information, please contact Laraine 
McGinnis at 724-263-2161 or lam1719@outlook.com. This event is sponsored by the Catholic 
Daughters of the Diocese of Pittsburgh.  
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Youth Ministry 
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Youth Ministry 
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Schooloffice@dmapgh.org | DMAPGH.org 

Divine Mercy Academy 
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Parish Life 

Men’s Group: That Man Is You “Restart” Sept 6 

Woven Women 
"That their hearts may be encouraged as they are knit together in love..." — Colossians 2:2-3  

Woven Women returns on Saturday, September 6, 2025 at the Lourdes Center (St. Bernadette). 
Join us at 9:00 a.m. for a light breakfast, with the program beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 

This month’s speaker is Kate Bays, ministry leader and facilitator, sharing on the theme: “The 
Lord speaks to me – how is He speaking to you?” 
All women are welcome for prayer, worship, fellowship, and inspiration. 
 

For questions, please contact Alyson Baker (412-443-2981) or Lisa Fennessy (412-607-0226). 
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Parish Life  

Faith Formation Schedule 
 

Visit cdsmph.org/faithformation or scan the QR Code to  
Register for our Faith Formation Program. 
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This Week at Christ the Divine Shepherd 

 

St. Bernadette:   
August 24-30 
Casey & Keegan Clontz  
St. Susanna:  
August 24-30 
Leah Jane & Gene Schnelbach  

Sunday, August 24, 2025 
5PM - Youth Ministry Mass—St. Bernadette Church 
6-8PM - Youth Ministry—Lourdes Center 
6PM - Emmaus Retreat Group—Biedenbach Hall 
Monday, August 25, 2025 
7PM - Lectionary Bible Study - Rm 103 (St. Susanna) 
7PM - Picnic Meeting - Spirit Room 
Tuesday, August 26, 2025 
9:30AM-10:30AM - Adoration - St. Susanna 
1:30PM - Prayer & Rosary Group - Biedenbach Hall 
4PM - Purgatory Prayers - St. Susanna Room 103 
6PM - Knights of Columbus Prayer Hour - St. Bernadette 
Wednesday, August 27, 2025 
6PM -  Centering Prayer -  St. Susanna -  Room 103 
Thursday, August 28, 2025 
10AM-6PM - Adoration - St. Bernadette 
4PM - Purgatorian Society -  St. Bernadette 
5PM - Confession - St. Bernadette 
5:30PM - Welcome Ministry - Biedenbach Hall 
6PM - Keto Support - Spirit Room 
Friday, August 29, 2025 
8:30AM - Keto Support - Bride’s Room 
8PM - AA Meeting - Biedenbach Hall 
Saturday, August 30, 2025 
10AM - Knights of Columbus  - Biedenbach Hall 
3PM - Confession - St. Bernadette 
4PM - Confession - St. Susanna 
Sunday, August 31, 2025 
12PM - Anointing of the Sick - St. Bernadette 
12:30PM - Anointing of the Sick - St. Susanna 
 
 
 
 

SACRED MUSIC 
MINISTRY 

 

 
 

September 7 - 11am Praise Band 
September 14 - 11am Choir/Brass 

Ensemble 
 
 

For schedule and updates visit: 
cdsmph.org/sacredmusic 

 

 
 Jay Sciullo  

 Robert Breitkreutz  

 
 
 

 
Collection: $00000 
Online:  $00000 
Total:  $00000 
 

Data Not Available  
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Week of August 24, 2025 

Mass Intentions 

Monday, August 25, 2025 - 9:00am St. Bernadette (MR) +Margaret Albright by Bruchwalski Family  

Tuesday, August 26, 2025 - 9:00am St. Susanna (TM) +Frances Shullo by Susan Kusk 

Wednesday, August 27, 2025 - 9:00am St. Bernadette (WW) +Casey & Keegan Clontz by Jim & Donna 
Egan  

Friday, August 29, 2025 - 9:00am St. Bernadette (MR)  Laura & Jeff McAleer by Karen and Dave Smith 

Sunday, August 31, 2025 - 8:00am St. Bernadette (MR) +Harry O'Grady by Ronald & Barbara Riberich  

Sunday, August 31, 2025 - 11:00am St. Bernadette (TM) +David Fennessy by Lisa and family 

Sunday, August 31, 2025 - 11:30am St. Susanna (WW) In Honor of Jerry Poydence by Ronna 

Sunday, August 31, 2025 - 9:00am St. Susanna (WW) People of the Parish 

Saturday, August 30, 2025 - 4:00pm St. Bernadette (MR) +Bill Horvath by the Family 

Saturday, August 30, 2025 - 5:00pm St. Susanna (TM) +Frank Pistella by Noreen & Dave Saville  

Thursday, August 28, 2025 - 9:00am St. Susanna (WW)  +James Hurley by Mary Jo & Family  

Sunday, August 24, 2025 - 8:00am St. Bernadette (TM) People of the Parish  

Sunday, August 24, 2025 - 11:00am St. Bernadette (MR) Damarice & Arnaud Wamba & Family by the 
Wamba Family 

Sunday, August 24, 2025 - 11:30am St. Susanna (WW) +Stephanie & Melissa by Aunt Ginger 

Saturday, August 23, 2025 - 4:00pm St. Bernadette (WW) +Jenny Oreski by Jack & Joan O'Toole  

Saturday, August 23, 2025 - 5:00pm St. Susanna (TM) +Walter Haluck by the Brown Family  

 

Sunday, August 24, 2025 - 9:00am St. Susanna (WW) William Edward II by the family 
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Parish Information 

JOIN OUR PARISH  
 

Please call our parish office at (412) 373-0050 
or register online at 
ChristtheDivineShepherd.org.                          
We welcome you and your family! 
 

SACRAMENTAL RECORDS 
 

If you are interested in requesting 
Sacramental records prior to January 2020, 
please contact the Diocesan Archives and 
Records Center at (412) 456-3158 or 
archives@diopitt.org. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Are you or someone you know in need of 
extra prayers? At Christ the Divine Shepherd 
Parish, we have a wonderful ministry that 
will lift up your specific needs and intentions 
to our loving and gracious God. All you need 
to do is provide your information on our 
parish website under the “Serve” heading or 
by calling the parish at (412) 373-0050. Once 
your information is received, it will be sent 
out to our parish “pray-ers” who will include 
your intentions in their prayer time. As Jesus 
said in Matthew 21:22, "Whatever you ask 
for in prayer with faith, you will receive!"  

SACRAMENTS 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Thursday from 5PM-6PM St. Bernadette 
Saturday from 3PM-4PM St. Bernadette 
Saturday from 4PM-5PM St. Susanna 
 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK 
The Last Sunday of each month 12PM-12:30PM      
St. Bernadette and 12:30PM-1PM St. Susanna. 
 

BAPTISM 
Pre-Baptism classes are required and are 
offered on the third Tuesday of every month. 
Please call our parish office to register.  
 

MARRIAGE 
Please email Deacon Mike 
(mkelly@cdsmph.org) to plan your wedding. 
 

ADORATION 
 

Tuesday from 9:30AM-10:30AM St. Susanna 
Thursday from 10AM-6PM St. Bernadette 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Mon/Tue/Wed/Thurs 9AM – 3PM 
Friday 9AM – 1PM 
Sunday 9AM – 12:30PM  

THIS WEEK’S READINGS  
 

Monday 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10 Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday 1 Thes 2:1-8 Ps 139:1-3, 4-6 Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday 1 Thes 2:9-13 Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday 1 Thes 3:7-13 Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 and 17 Mt 24:42-51 
Friday 1 Thes 4:1-8 Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12 Mk 6:17-29 
Saturday 1 Thes 4:9-11 Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 Mt 25:14-30 
Sunday Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29 Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11 Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a Lk 14:1, 7-14  

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS 
 

Submission Guidelines for Bulletin Announcements 
 

All announcements should be submitted via email to bulletin@cdsmph.org by Friday at noon of 
the week prior to publication. Please include the announcement text in a document file, along 
with any supporting materials (e.g., graphics or images) that you wish to include. 
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Parish Information 

Our Clergy  

Rev. Michael Roche 
Pastor 

mroche@diopitt.org ext. 135 

Parish Staff 

Joshua Bandish 
Sacred Music and Worship 
jbandish@cdsmph.org 
 

Celena Colcombe 
Youth Minister  
ccolcombe@cdsmph.org ext. 128 
 

Kathy DeStefano 
Secretary 
kdestefano@cdsmph.org ext. 110 
 

Sandy Palmieri 
Secretary 
spalmieri@cdsmph.org ext. 113 
 

Ginny Beck 
Secretary 
gbeck@cdsmph.org ext. 115 
 

Trish DiGiannurio 
Safe Environment 
trish@cdsmph.org 
 
 

Erin Zeigler 
Director of Parish Formation & Discipleship 
ezeigler@cdsmph.org 
 

Irene Swackhammer 
Assistant Director of Faith Formation 
iswackhammer@cdsmph.org 
 

Gary Brueggman 
Business Manager 
gbrueggman@cdsmph.org ext. 114 
 

Tim Jacob 
Maintenance Coordinator 
tjacob@cdsmph.org ext. 140 
 

Eileen Almeter 
Custodian 
ealmeter@cdsmph.org 

Rev. William D. Wuenschel  
Senior Parochial Vicar 

wwuenschel@diopitt.org 

School  

 245 Azalea Drive 
Monroeville, PA 15146 

(412) 372-7255 
www.dmapgh.org 

 

Nikole Laubham 
Principal 

nikole.laubham@dmapgh.org 
 

Erin Bozicevic 
Administrative Assistant 

schooloffice@dmapgh.org 

Rev. Thomas R. Miller 
Senior Parochial Vicar 

tmiller@diopitt.org 
 

Deacon Michael W. Kelly 
Pastoral Associate 

mkelly@cdsmph.org ext. 112 

Rev. Kenneth Kezmarsky 
In Residence/Hospital Chaplain 

kkezmarsky@diopitt.org 
 

Deacon Nick Wytiaz 
nwytiaz@cdsmph.org  
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11am Mass Music Supplement 

Entrance Hymn - Cornerstone 
 

My hope is built on nothing less. Than Jesus' 
blood and righteousness. I dare not trust the 
sweetest frame. But wholly trust in Jesus' 
Name 
 
Christ alone cornerstone. Weak made 
strong in the Saviour's love. Through the 
storm He is Lord. Lord of all 
 
When darkness seems to hide His face. I rest 
on His unchanging grace. In every high and 
stormy gale. My anchor holds within the veil. 
My anchor holds within the veil 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound. Oh 
may I then in Him be found. Dressed in His 
righteousness alone. Faultless stand before 
the throne 

Offertory Hymn - 10,000 Reasons  
 

Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul. 
Worship His holy name. Sing like never 
before O my soul I'll worship Your holy 
name. 
 

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before 
me. Let me be singing when the evening 
comes 
 

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find 
 
And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore 

Communion Hymn - Bread of Angels 
 

1.  Bread of angels we receive you, with us 
now abide. 
Precious Jesus, manna of ages, with us now 
reside. 
Panis angelicus, fit panis hominum, 
dat panis caelicus figuris terminum. 
 
2. Cup of mercy overflowing, fill us with your 
grace; 
wine of passion O son begotten we flee to 
your embrace. 
Ores mirabilis man ducat Dominum, 
Pauper, Pauper, servus, et humilis 
 
3 Word incarnate, dwell within us; pierce our 
hardened hearts. 
Tender Jesus, love so gentle, never let us part. 
Te trina Deitas unaque, poscimus, 
sic nos tu visita, sicut te colimus 
 
4 Though unworthy, we received you, 
sacrament divine. 
Bread of angels, accept our praises, let your 
glory shine! 
Per tuas semitas duc nos quo tendimus, 
lucem, ad lucem quam in habitas.  

Hymn at the Dismissal - I Will Follow  
 

Who am I that the highest King. Would 
welcome me .I was lost but He brought me in. 
Oh His love for me. Oh His love for me 
 
Who the Son sets free. Oh is free indeed. 
I'm a child of God. Yes I am 
 
Free at last. He has ransomed me. His grace 
runs deep. While I was a slave to sin. Jesus 
died for me. Yes He died for me 
 
In my Father's house. There's a place for 
me. I'm a child of God. Yes I am 
 
I am chosen not forsaken. I am who You say I 
am. You are for me not against me. I am who 
You say I am 
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