
At a fund-raising dinner for a school that serves learning disabled children, the father of one of the 
students delivered a speech that would never be forgotten by all who attended. After extolling the 
school and its dedicated staff, he offered a question. 
 

"When not interfered with by outside influences, everything nature does is done with perfection. Yet 
my son, Shay, cannot learn things as other children do. He cannot understand things as other children 
do. Where is the natural order of things in my son?" 
 

The audience was stilled by the query. 
 

The father continued. "I believe, that when a child like Shay comes into the world, an opportunity to 
realize true human nature presents itself, and it comes, in the way other people treat that child." 
 

Then he told the following story: 
Shay and his father had walked past a park where some boys Shay knew were playing baseball. 
Shay asked, "Do you think they'll let me play?" 
 

Shay's father knew that most of the boys would not want someone like Shay on their team, but the 
father also understood that if his son were allowed to play, it would give him a much-needed sense of 
belonging. 
 

Shay's father approached one of the boys on the field and asked if Shay could play. The boy looked 
around for guidance and, getting none, he took matters into his own hands and said, "We're losing by 
six runs, and the game is in the eighth inning. I guess he can be on our team, and we'll try to put him in 
to bat in the ninth inning." 
 

In the bottom of the eighth inning, Shay's team scored a few runs but was still behind by three. In the 
top of the ninth inning, Shay put on a glove and played in the outfield. 
 

Even though no hits came his way, he was obviously ecstatic just to be in the game and on the field, 
grinning from ear to ear as his father waved to him from the stands. 
 

In the bottom of the ninth inning, Shay's team scored again. Now, with two outs and the bases loaded, 
the potential winning run was on base, and Shay was scheduled to be next at bat. 
 

At this juncture, let Shay bat and give away their chance to win the game? 
 

Surprisingly, Shay was given the bat. Everyone knew that a hit was all but impossible. Shay didn't even 
know how to hold the bat properly, much less connect with the ball. 
 

However, as Shay stepped up to the plate, the pitcher moved in a few steps to lob the ball in softly so 
Shay could at least be able to make contact. 
 

The first pitch came, and Shay swung clumsily and missed. The pitcher again took a few steps forward 
to toss the ball softly toward Shay. As the pitch came in, Shay swung at the ball and hit a slow ground 
ball right back to the pitcher. 
 

The pitcher picked up the soft grounder and could have easily thrown the ball to the first baseman. 
Shay would have been out and that would have been the end of the game. 
 



Instead, the pitcher took the ball and turned and threw the ball on a high arc to right field, far beyond 
the reach of the first baseman. 
 

Everyone started yelling, "Shay, run to first! Run to first!" 
 

Never in his life had Shay ever made it to first base. He scampered down the baseline, wide-eyed and 
startled. 
 

Everyone yelled, "Run to second, run to second!" 
 

By the time Shay rounded first base, the right fielder had the ball. He could have thrown the ball to the 
second baseman for the tag, but he understood the pitcher's intentions and intentionally threw the ball 
high and far over the third-baseman's head. 
 

Shay ran toward second base as the runners ahead of him deliriously circled the bases toward home. 
Shay reached second base. The opposing shortstop ran to him, turned him in the direction of third 
base, and shouted, "Run to third!" 
 

As Shay rounded third, the boys from both teams were screaming, "Shay, run home!" Shay ran to 
home, stepped on the plate, and was cheered as the hero who hit the "grand slam" and won the game 
for his team. 
 

"That day," said the father softly with tears now rolling down his face, "the boys from both teams 
helped bring a piece of true love and humanity into this world." 
 

Retrieved from https://www.varietyreading.com/inspirational-stories/baseball.php on October 16, 2022 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
+Dear Parents,       October 21, 2022 
  

I found this story and thought it was good with all of the baseball excitement.  Can 
we look at how the two teams each worked to help a young boy find joy in a 
baseball game? Each one of us has the power like the boys from both teams.  Let 
us do all we can to bring a piece of joy and humanity into this world!”  

 

God bless you, 
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Looking Ahead:  
October 22 Progress Reports are posted. 
October 24 Vision, Height, and Weight Screenings begin 
October 28 Monster Mash 
October 29 Trunk or Treat 
October 31 Parent-Teacher Conferences: No School for Students 
 Happy Halloween! 
November 1 All Saints’ Day: Holyday of Obligation – No School 
November 2 WINTER UNIFORMS BEGIN TODAY 

November 22 Thanksgiving Prayer Service, 1:30 p.m. 

November 23 Faculty Meeting: NO SCHOOL for Students 

 
 PROGRESS REPORTS ARE NOW POSTED ON OPTION C. 

https://www.varietyreading.com/inspirational-stories/baseball.php


Winter Uniforms:  Students will begin wearing their Winter Uniforms on Wednesday, November 2.  This 
will give you time to be prepared. Please review these requirements with your children.  We would like 
all of our students to look their best at all times and to proudly and correctly wear their St. Cecilia School 
uniform at all times.  The dress code is:    
 

Winter Uniform for Kindergarten 
Hunter Green Sweatshirt with St. Cecilia logo & Hunter Green Sweatpants 
 

School Uniform for Boys (Grades 1 through 8) 
Shirts – white or blue; long or short sleeve  
Ties –  plaid school tie   Eighth grade boys may wear an appropriate tie of their choice. 
Sweater – navy blue v-neck sweater vest or navy-blue long sleeve v-neck sweater with school logo  
Slacks - navy blue dress trousers with black belt.  Belt must be visible.  Jeans, Levis, painter pants or 
baggy pants are not acceptable. 
Shoes – black tie dress shoes with non-marking soles. No sneaker type shoes. 
Hair – reasonable style, above the eyes, ears, and collar. Fad hair styles, shaving of heads and coloring of 
hair are forbidden. 
Jewelry – (Optional) wristwatch, religious medal. No other jewelry may be worn. 
 

School Uniform for Girls (Grades 1 through 8) 
Blouses – white long or short sleeves;  Gr. 1 to 4 – Peter Pan collar;  Gr. 5 to 8 – Oxford button down  
Uniform – Gr. 1 to 4 – plaid jumper;  Gr. 5-8 – navy blue kilt (no shorter than 1 inch above the knee). 
Tie – red criss-cross tie must be worn with the jumper  
Sweater –  Gr. 1 to 4 – navy blue cardigan with school logo;  Gr. 5 to 8 – navy blue v-neck sweater vest 
or navy blue long sleeve v-neck sweater with school logo 
Socks - navy blue knee socks or blue tights (Ankle socks may not be worn.) 
Shoes – solid blue or black and white saddle shoes 
Hair – reasonable style;  Fad hair styles and color treated hair are not acceptable 
 

Gym Uniform – Winter (NO SHORTS SHOULD BE WORN AFTER NOVEMBER 2) 
Sweatpants and Sweatshirts: – Hunter Green with St. Cecilia insignia 
T-Shirt – GRAY with St. Cecilia insignia or a GRAY Walk-a-thon T-shirt may be worn 
Long-Sleeve T-shirt from SCS may also be worn 
Socks – white or black athletic crew; ankle "no show" socks are not permitted 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Parent-teacher Conferences will be held next Monday, October 31.  
The Conferences will begin at 8:00 a.m. and conclude at 2:45. The 
teachers will email the link to Sign-up Genius to you by Monday. 
Please know that everyone will not be able to meet with the 
teachers on this day.  If the time slots fill up, please contact your 
child’s teacher to set up an appointment for another time.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reminders:   

• Arrival:  Since we begin our day with prayer at 8:00 a.m., we ask that all students be here on time.   

• Coats/Jackets:  With the weather getting cooler (eventually), please make sure that your children 
come to school with jackets so that they can go outside for recess.  

• Lunch:  Please send your children in with all they need for lunch.  This means that they should have 
napkins, plastic forks, or spoons (if needed), and something to drink.   

• Dismissal:  Except for our students who have casts, crutches, etc., no parents should be driving into 
the parking lot at dismissal (and arrival).   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

There have been a few sicknesses already this school year. Some students have 
had Covid.  A few classes had students with a stomach bug last week.  There have 
been quite a few students with coughs, runny noses, and sniffles.  While these 
could be allergies, they could also be signs of colds, strep throat, etc.  We ask that 
if your child is not feeling good, please keep him or her home.  Everyone must be 
fever free for 24 hours, without taking medicine, before they return to school. 
Thank you for your assistance in keeping everyone healthy.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
SOCIAL MEDIA ALERT:  Some students have created Tik Tok accounts, and 
they are using our St. Cecilia logo, without our permission.  They use SCS in 
many of these Tik Tok accounts.  I ask you to check your children’s phones 
and to do so often.  They are posting other students’ names and some of the 
students are posting their own pictures.  Please, take time throughout your 
day to check your children’s phones. The phones really are your phones.  
Therefore, it is good to check them regularly. Thank you for your help.      

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We raised over $1,000.00 for our Dress Down Fundraiser!   
Thank you so much for your generosity and support. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Please remember to donate to our Monster Mash.   

 

 
Don’t forget to sign up for your spot for Trunk or Treat! 

All can be found on the website, https://scsfoxchase.org/ 

https://scsfoxchase.org/

