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"Oh, if only I had known!" 
     Said the keeper of the inn. 
"But no hint to me was shown, 
     And I didn't let them in. 
 
"Yes, a star gleamed overhead, 
     But I couldn't read the skies, 
And I'd given every bed 
     To the very rich and wise. 
 
"And she was so poorly clad, 
     And he hadn't much to say! 
But no room for them I had, 
     So I ordered them away. 
 
"She seemed tired, and it was late 
      And they begged so hard, that I 
Feeling sorry for her state, 
     In the stable let them lie. 
 
"Had I turned some rich man out 
     Just to make a place for them 
'Twould have killed, beyond a doubt, 
     All my trade at Bethlehem. 

 
 
Then there came the wise men three 
     To the stable, with the morn, 
Who announced they'd come to see 
     The great King who had been born. 
 
"And they brought Him gifts of myrrh, 
     Costly frankincense and gold, 
And a great light shone on her 
     In the stable, bleak and cold. 
 
"All my patrons, now are dead 
     And forgotten, but to-day 
All the world to peace is led 
     By the ones I sent away 
 
"It was my unlucky fate 
     To be born that Inn to own, 
Against Christ I shut my gate— 
     Oh, if only I had known!" 
 
 
 

 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
+Dear St. Cecilia School Community,       December 18, 2022 
 

Happy Fourth Sunday of Advent!  We are now beginning the final week of preparations for Christmas.  I thought 
this story of the Inn-Keeper’s excuses might help us to keep our eyes and our hearts focused on the coming of 
Jesus, our Savior.  Unlike the Inn-Keeper, we have the gifts of Scriptures, of history, and of faith.  These help us to 
more easily recognize that Jesus is the Messiah.  The question is: are we ready to welcome the Messiah into our 
lives or are we too busy?  May this story help us to stop and prepare our hearts to welcome Jesus this Christmas! 
   
May you have a great week!    Don’t forget to read the Weekly Update from Fr. Chris:  
 
God bless you,      Go to: https://stceciliafc.org/events-news  
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We cordially invite you to join us in our anticipation of and celebration of Christmas. 
Christmas Pageant on Monday, December 19 @ 7:00 pm & on Thursday, December 22, @ 1:00 pm in the Church. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://stceciliafc.org/events-news
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://static3.echalk.net/images/www/echalk/clipart/Holiday/christmas_nativity.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.olqmca.org/calendars/School-Calendar/month&h=158&w=200&tbnid=IrfdSUEORkX5tM:&docid=M0s7odtRCSbbnM&hl=en&ei=iv93VuruOMWbmQGl7ZAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjq25a4iO3JAhXFTSYKHaU2BAIQMwhgKCcwJw


O Antiphons 
December 19   O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s love for all his people: 

come to save us without delay! 
December 20   O Key of David, opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom: 

come and free the prisoners of darkness! 
December 21   O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: 

come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
December 22   O King of all nations and keystone of the Church: come and save man,  

whom you formed from the dust! 
December 23   O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law: come to save us, Lord our God! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Christmas Poem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert Louis Stevenson 
 

Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, 
the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men. 
Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. 
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear 
hearts. May the Christmas morning make us happy to be your children, and the Christmas evening 
bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen! 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2023! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
We have a couple of flyers with this Weekly Word.   

• Happy Birthday Baby Jesus 

• Holy Innocents Mass for Joseph Augustus Zarelli 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Looking Ahead:    
December 19   Christmas Pageant for Families: 7:00 p.m. - Church 
December 20 Kindergarten Christmas Play – 9:15 a.m. 

Pre-K Christmas Celebration – 10:45 a.m. 
December 21   Archdiocese of Philadelphia Christmas Party-SERVICE COMMISSION attends/helps 
December 22   Christmas Pageant & Grade 8 Tableau; All Students attend at 1:00 p.m. 

Christmas Vacation begins@ Dismissal-FULL DAY OF SCHOOL-NO CARES today  

Faculty Christmas Celebration after school Auditorium  
December 23   Faculty Meeting (if necessary) 
December 25   Merry Christmas! 
December 26 – 39  Christmas Vacation: Enjoy these days with your families and friends! 
January 3   Classes Resume! 
January 9   Picture Retake Day 
January 13   Faculty Meeting – Full Day; NO SCHOOL for STUDENTS 
January 16   Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: NO SCHOOL 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reminders: 

• We thank you for keeping your children home if they are not feeling good.  I just remind you that if your 

children are sick, they need to stay home. All students, faculty, and staff must be fever-free for 24 hours 

before returning.  We ask that you call the office if your child will not be in school. Also, please notify us if 

your child has COVID or been exposed to it. Please notify us if your child has RSV or the flu.  Thank you! 

• Sneakers are only worn to school on gym days with the gym uniforms. There are also Nike and other 

sports socks being worn instead of knee socks.  Please help us by making sure that your children are 

following all parts of our dress code.  Thank you! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Change in the Calendar IN JANUARY:  As you might remember from the beginning of the year and from seeing it 

on the calendar, St. Cecilia School is working on their Middle States Re-Accreditation.  We meet regularly before 

and after school and we are scheduled to meet as a faculty on December 23. Since we still have a good deal of 

work to do before our Middle States Re-Accreditation, we will need to have a full-day faculty meeting in January. 

THEREFORE, FRIDAY, JANUARY 13 WILL BE A FULL-DAY FACULTY MEETING AND NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS. 

PLEASE MAKE THIS CHANGE TO ALL OF YOUR FAMILY CALENDARS AS WELL. (THIS IS THE FRIDAY BEFORE THE 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY.)  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Neumann Scholarship Winner: 

Congratulations to Brendan Carey for winning the Neumann Scholarship.  We are very proud of this 

accomplishment for Brendan.  This is a great reflection of his hard work throughout the years! We also 

congratulate his parents! We wish Brendan the best of luck in Father Judge High School!  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Christmas Concerts: 

We congratulate our musicians for their fine performances in our recent Christmas/Winter Concerts.  On 

Wednesday, 12/14, our Strings musicians performed well with professional and local musicians. Thank you, Mr. 

Kraft, for your leadership! 

We also thank the members of our Beginner and Advanced Bands for their concert on December 15.  The 

students performed well under the leadership of Ms. Brinnel! We are so grateful to our parents for your 

tremendous support of the music program at St. Cecilia School! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Thank you for your wonderful generosity to our Christmas Toy Drive!  You are surely going 

to make a lot of families happy this Christmas! Thank you!!!! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Christmas Pageant Directives: 

We ask that Grades 1 to 4 report directly to the Church at 6:45 tomorrow night, December 

19, for the Christmas Pageant.  There will be confessions until 6:30, so no one will be able 

to get into church before 6:45. Grade 8 will report at 6:30 to their classrooms. 

 

Thank you! 

 


