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Neumann 
Scholar 

(cont. on page 2)  
 By: Vicky Desulme and 

Londyn Lewis  

What is a Neumann Scholarship? A 

Neumann is an award given to students 

who have succeeded in their academic 

pursuits. This scholarship offers a 

four-year covered tuition to any of the 

seventeen archdiocesan high schools 

such as Archbishop Ryan or Little 

Flower. Approximately 35 scholarships 

have been given out each year. 

Currently, 120 Neumann Scholars are in 

high school now. 

On September 25, 2022 St Cecilia 

School held their annual Neumann 

Scholarship Exam.

 

On December 13, 2022, the school 

community learned that 8th grader, 

Brendan Carey, has earned the Neumann 

Scholarship and will be attending Father 

Judge in the fall.  Aristotle once quoted, “ 

Educating the mind without educating the 

heart is no education at all.” This rings 

true for Brendan, and all students who 

took the Neumann Scholarship test.

Brendan Carey pictured with our Principal, 
Sr. Catherine. Photographed by Bailey Lyons
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Christmas Band Concert 
(cont. on page 3) 

By: Leighton Whalen, Jonathan 

Matthews, and Dylan Kearney
The Saint Cecilia Band had its Christmas concert 

on December 15th. Ms. Brinell had been leading 

the band since September. Before the show, we 

interviewed the band council president, Luna 

Fernandez. When asked what she liked about 

the band, she responded, “I think it’s just being 

surrounded by people and being surrounded by 

music … band has just always been my thing.” 

All of the students looked eager to play, and to 

show off what they had learned. After a short 

introduction, the band started off the concert 

with the song “Jingle Bells.” The Beginner 

Percussion played this number. It went 

smoothly, considering it was their first time 

playing. Next, the rest of the beginner band 

began. They played, “The Fab Five,”  “Four by 

Four,” and, “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” Many 

soloists were also featured in the beginner 

band, including Gabriella Mitchell and Joseph 

Toomey. 

Next, ZK Archike played, “You're a Mean One 

Mr. Grinch.” He shared his experience playing in 

the concert, and  said, “You get nervous at first, 

but when you start playing, it all fades away.” 

Featured next was Matilda Glenn-Leuzzi and 

Fransaya Turene, who played songs they had 

learned on their own.

Letter from the Editors
We are pleased to introduce our first issue of 

our school newspaper, the SCS Times. We are 

very excited to bring a new club to our school. 

As soon as we heard about it we wanted to join.

 In our newspaper we will cover topics ranging 

from our sports and clubs, to getting to know 

teachers, and learning more about our faith. 

Issues will be released monthly about  what was 

covered in the previous month.  Our newspaper 

staff has over 40 members of students in grades 

6 to 8. While we are sad that  we will be 

graduating this year, we are grateful to leave an 

impact on our school. We would like to thank 

everyone for this opportunity, that made the 

publishing of this issue possible. First, we would 

like to thank Ms. Meredith for being our mentor 

and moderator. We also want to thank  Sr. 

Catherine and Sr. Carolyn, Father Chris and 

Father Lucas, and all of our teachers for being 

so supportive. We hope you enjoy our 

December issue. 

Editors in Chief:

Ryan Hee and Kennadie Lapacinski

 Copy Editors: 

Fransya Turenne, Josie McGill, and 

Leighton Walen

Head Photographer:

Patrick McGarry

During the Christmas 

season, many people like putting 

up Christmas lights. It is a great 

way to get into a festive mood for 

the holidays. Because of this, it 

sparks a question: What color 

lights are better, rainbow or white?

85 people in the school were asked 

which they like better. 

Rainbow or White Christmas Lights?
By: Alex Valverde and Molly McDonnell

  The questions asked were, what 

colors they like in general, what 

colors they prefer on a tree, and 

what colors they like on houses. 

Both adults and children were 

asked. Out of the 85 people 

asked, 54 people said they liked 

rainbow lights, Out of the 85 

people asked ,

 

 54 people said they liked 

rainbow lights, and 33 people 

liked white lights. 51 kids and 3 

teachers voted for rainbow 

lights. 24 kids and 7 teachers 

voted for white lights. 75 

people were also asked what 

colors they like better on trees 

or houses. 

(Cont. on page 3)
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Neumann Scholar (cont.)

Sr. Catherine left some words of motivation 

for the school as she answered, “for me, it 

highlights the strong school that we have 

here, It recognizes the hard working 

students and dedicated teachers.” Every 

year we have qualified students eligible for 

taking this exam and it makes us prouder 

each year.  While Sister left words for our 

school community, Brendan left some 

words for our current and future sixth and 

seventh graders saying, “for anyone who 

takes the test in the future, I think you 

should just try your best and not try to 

stress out too much about the test.” Our 

school is proud to know that not only are 

there winners of this award they’re were 

several qualifiers and that is what inspires 

all of SCS to not only teach but give an 

example for the future. SCS is very proud of 

all the hard work these students have put 

to even get to where they are. We continue 

to congratulate all of our Neumann 

Scholars current and future applicants. The 

school community is so proud of our 2022 

Neumann Scholar!

  

Secret Santa 
(cont. on page 7)

By: Juliet McGough and Lia Bailey 
On December 6th and 7th, Saint Cecilia’s Parish 

School had their yearly tradition of Secret Santa 

Shop with their buddies. Secret Santa Shop is 

where all grades get to go to the auditorium and 

pick out gifts for their families for Christmas. This 

teaches all kids how to use money respectfully 

and understand their budget.

One thing that came back this year was buddies! 

Since the pandemic,  buddies have been taken 

away for safety reasons, but everyone is happy 

that this tradition is back! All the children love 

having their buddies back, even the school's 

teachers are enjoying them. Ms. Leone, a 

seventh grade teacher, remarked,”I think it is a 

good idea to bring the buddies back. It gives the 

younger kids a chance to make a friend, and it 

helps them out shopping.” 

Down in the auditorium, there were a lot of 

choices for your family in the Secret Santa Shop, 

but some students felt like most options were 

only for the younger grades. Sadie Migatz, in the 

7th grade, agreed, saying, “I wish there were 

more options for people that are older.”  Others 

said there were choices for prekindergarten 

through 8th grade. Like Josie McGill in grade 7, 

when she stated, “The toy range can go 

anywhere from a young kid to an older kid.” If 

you could find something you liked and wanted 

to buy it for your Mom, Dad, brother, sister, 

grandmom, grandpa, cousin, aunt, uncles, 

special others, friends, and more. Luckily, for the 

most part, the items were inexpensive.
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23 people said they liked rainbow 

lights for the trees and 15 people said 

white lights. 28 people said rainbow 

lights for the houses and 9 people 

said white lights. One thing that was 

observed was that children preferred 

rainbow lights over adults, but most 

adults who voted white as their 

favorite in general, voted rainbow as 

their favorite 

Rainbow or White Christmas Lights? (cont.)
 on houses rather than trees, But it 

was the opposite for people who 

voted rainbow as their favorite. 

Most people who voted for the 

rainbow lights preferred white 

lights outside but rainbow lights for 

trees. In conclusion, people 

preferred rainbow lights over white 

lights. There was also some input 

from some of the people

 

asked. Miss Meredith said, 

“Warm color christmas lights 

are better than cool color 

christmas lights.”  Mrs. 

McConnell stated “I just like 

white lights.” No matter what 

color you prefer we can all 

agree lights are a great way to 

bring out the Christmas spirit.

December 2022 No. 3

Christmas Band Concert (cont.)
After those soloists finished, the Chamber Ensemble 

performed. To be included in the Chamber, you have to 

audition, and the selection is very scarce. They played 

Carol of the Bells and Super Trouper. Carol of the Bells 

was a common favorite among the audience. 

Two more soloists performed in the show, Edward Clark 

and Ryan Hee. They also both happened to be members 

of the Chamber Ensemble. Following them, a group - 

consisting of Sahara Jamba, Gabriella Mitchell, Claire 

Brown, and Gabriella McCall - played “Moving on Up.” 

The advanced band played next, including a wider 

selection of students. They played “Jingle Bell Rock,” 

“Watermelon Man,” and “Viva La Vida.” “Watermelon 

Man'' featured soloists, such as Jimmy McCusker and 

Jonathan Pham. The advanced band is made up of 

students who have played their instruments for more 

than a year. “Viva La Vida” wrapped up the concert, and 

the entire band was applauded for. 

This December evening was full of music and Christmas 

cheer.  Ms.  Brinnel shared, “Some people did not have 

as much time as others for their songs … so it's easy to 

get nervous, but they went out there and gave it their 

best.”  Sister Catherine also shared her comments. “I 

loved the spirit and enthusiasm of the band.” she 

exclaimed. The concert was very entertaining, and 

everyone can’t wait to see how much the band 

progresses by the Spring concert. So all of it ended great 

with the audience clapping and cheering and everyone 

looking forward to the next concert. 

Buddy Day
By:  Ryan Hee, Marco Avigo, Brandon 

Allmendinger, and Josie McGill
Buddy Day is back! Friday, December 16th was 

Saint Cecilia School’s first Buddy Day in almost 3 

years. Buddy Day at Saint Cecilia's is a fun day with 

a buddy. Your buddy is an older or younger 

student. 1st grade has 8th grade, 2nd grade has 

5th grade, 3rd grade has 6th grade, and 4th grade 

has 7th grade. When asked, many students 

thought that this was a fun way to bond with 

younger or older students. A fun part to spread 

the Christmas Spirit between Buddy’s is by giving 

gifts. This is not required but many people do like 

to see the bright faces of their buddy’s when 

receiving a gift. 

Many students when asked the question, Do you 

wish you had more time with your buddy today? 

Responded with a simple yes, but 7th grade 

student Madelyn Bergmann responded, “we 

should have more buddy days throughout the 

year.” Adding on to this many students suggested 

it makes the younger students feel more 

comfortable with being open to older students. 

Everyone at school is extremely excited at the 

return of buddy day. Buddy days are a fun way to 

connect with your peers at school. It can help 

build school Spirit and, since it usually takes place 

around Christmas time, spreads Christmas cheer. 
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December Features
Feature Club: Choir

By: Maeve King, Leah McGettigan and Lia Bailey 

Saint Cecilia has a new club starting this year. Choir is open to students in 

grades 3 through 8. They have practices on Tuesdays and Thursdays after 

school. This club is run by 3rd grade teacher, Miss Zabielski. Their first concert 

will be in the new year and the date is to determined. Avery Smith, Caoimhe 

Kilrain, and Jillian Prescott all said that they have been singing before choir, 

and that when the opportunity came, they were excited to take it. Many of the 

children  said they want to pursue singing when they are older.  When asked 

why she joined the choir  Paige Costello said, “It conquers your fear of stage 

fright if you have it.” Many students joined because of their love for singing. 

Illia Klevzhyts said, “from the time I was a little kid, I’ve always wanted to 

sing.” If you enjoy singing, consider joining the choir if you like to sing. You 

won’t be disappointed.

Feature Teacher: Ms. Gura
By Olivia McAlorum and Brandon Allmendinger

-

-

So far what do you think your favorite memory or moment 

has been in the 7th grade?

“ I feel like just the first month of school, and seeing how 

everyone went from being really quiet and shy to everyone 

really bursting out their personalities and getting to know all 

the students better in general over that month, even ‘till now, 

has been a really cool and fun experience. “

Room 73 has learned that you also coach a basketball team. 

Can you tell us a little more about that team, and how you 

juggle both teaching and coaching?

“ I’m the head JV coach at Notre Dame for basketball, and it’s 

a school on the main line. It's 6th through 12th grade, so we’re 

able to have 8th graders on the team too. It’s a lot of fun, it’s 

also a lot of teaching the JV girls to kind of get ready to play 

varsity, that's the main goal there, but also kind of helping 

them improve on their game by themselves, like individually. It 

is a lot, definitely, juggling both, because I go from here to 

there a lot of the days, which can kind of be a long day but 

honestly I really enjoy being here and I really enjoy being there 

(...) so I don’t hate doing it. It is a lot but it's not really trouble 

for me because I enjoy being at both places. “

What is your favorite part of teaching?

“ I like getting to meet everyone, whether it’s students or 

teachers. It's just a really nice environment to be a part of, and 

everyday's kind of different, depending on what we're doing 

and how everyone’s feeling. “

You joined Saint Cecilia School this year, and became 

the 7th grade science teacher, and room 73’s 

homeroom teacher. What led you to choose 7th grade, 

and Saint Cecilia School as a whole?

“ So I’m from the parish and had a lot of friends that 

went to school here, So I knew about the parish a lot 

from that. My degree is in science, I really like science so 

the 7th grade science position was open so that was 

kind of how I ended up being in 7th grade by default. “

What are your previous experiences in teaching and 

how is your time here going so far?

“ This is my first teaching job so I don’t really have much 

experience with teaching, school - wise, but I used to 

teach swim lessons and coach basketball so that's kinda 

the biggest relation to teaching in general. “

What do you think your plans are for the future of your 

teaching career at Saint Cecilia’s?

“ I feel like it can only go up from here, (...) yeah I like the 

career that I have, and I like the idea of seeing you guys 

next year ( 7th grade ). I don’t really know much about 

the 6th grade, but I'm excited to meet new kids. ”

Ms. Zabielski, teacher moderator of 

the choir club. Photographed by Leah 

McGettigan 

No.4December 2022
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Christmas at SCS
 We all know St Nicholas as Santa Claus but do you know how he 
became Kris Kringle? St Nicholas was a martyr and loved people. He 
was very kind and gave almost everything he had to the poor and 
those who needed it. He is the patron saint of sailors, merchants, 
archers, repentant thrives, children, brewers, and students 
worldwide.
 Nicholas was born on May 15, 260 AD, in a city called Patara, in 
modern-day Turkey. While young, he moved around with his family to 
Palestine and Egypt. When his parents died of a plague, Nick inherited 
a large amount of money. He then went and moved into a monastery 
where his uncle has located. He a couple of years there continuing to 
spread the faith of God and serve the community. Nicholas, wanting 
to follow after his uncle, went on a pilgrimage to find the birthplace of 
Christianity.
At this point, Nicholas has dedicated his entire life to God and serving 
others. One day, while on his pilgrimage, Nicholas had a dream of a 
storm that would put the others on the ship in great danger. The next 
morning, the storm came as predicted but the others did not fear for 
they had faith in God and keep reciting “God will protect us”.  Though 
the storm came strong and forcefully rocked the ship back and forth, 
Nicholas prayed and after a few minutes, the boat settled back into 
place swaying from side to side. 
In the city of Myra, the bishop had died of an unknown cause and the 
Sea of Myra was searching for a new and worthy person to fill his 
spot. One of the oldest bishops went to their home one night and 
heard a booming voice saying that the first person to walk into the 
church with the name ‘Nicholas’, would be the next bishop of Myra. 
Again as predicted, Nicholas walks into the church and the Bishop 
walks up to him. The old Bishop tells Nick about the job he needs to 
fulfill. Nicholas doesn’t think that he is fit for the job and denies it 
multiple times. Though all the other Bishops in the town said that it 
was God’s will for him to become bishop, Nicholas eventually agreed.
Nicholas was seated in the Bishop's chair and swore that he would 
bring the Gospel of God to the people and protect the faith from all 
those who tried to hurt it. When Nicholas was of old age, he prayed 
that God would send down an angel to receive his soul. The angels 
were sent and Nicholas gave up his soul to them. Saint Nicholas was 
canonized on June 5, 1446, for being visited by the Blessed Mother 
and Jesus themselves while in prison. Therefore, St. Nicholas had a big 
contribution to the Catholic community.

St. Nick  By: Elizabeth Rodriguez & Fiona Donnelly
 

 
 Maeve -  Iced White Mocha 
8 /10 
She gave it this rating because she loved the 
way it had the perfect amount of sweetness, 
but there was a little too much coffee in it. 
But overall, it was a pretty good drink. 
Lia B - also tried the Iced White Mocha, 
4/10. 
It was a little too bitter for her liking. 
Lia D - Toasted White Mocha Frappuccino, 
10/10 
She gave it this rating because it was very 
sweet and tasted like white chocolate. The 
coffee flavor wasn't overpowering. 
Ellie - Iced Chestnut Praline 
7.5/10 
She gave it a 7.5 because it was very strong 
and bland. It didn’t stick out and tasted like 
regular coffee. On the plus side it gave her 
holiday vibes. 

Starbucks Winter Menu Review  
(cont. on pg. 6)
Taste Tested By: Lia D, Lia B, Leah,

 Ellie, Reagan, Maeve,Lillian,Mary, and Fiona. 

With the help from the Student Council and Sr. Catherine, St. Cecilia School brought back their annual Lunch with Santa. On Dec. 

11th, the auditorium was packed with students and families from grades 8th all the way down to Pre-K. There was a wide variety 

of activities and games like cupcake decorating and pin the nose on the snowmen. Nothing says fun like having cupcakes and 

lunch with Santa. Lunch with Santa left so many smiles on kids' faces. When interviewing Holden, a second grader, he stated that 

one of his favorite parts was, “Filling up my Christmas stocking with cotton balls.” This was one of our first Christmas fundraisers 

since Covid. This was also the first outside-of-school Christmas activity with Sr. Catherine, our principal, Sr. Carolyn, our vice 

principal, and our new pastor Father Chris. For Fr. Chris’ first Christmas fundraiser with SCS, he said that, “It was an impressive 

turnout of people.” He was also happy, “to see the students working.”  The student council had dedicated their time on the 

weekend to help out. Not only were the student council students involved, but Ms. Roney, Mrs. Weiler, Mrs. Brewster, and Mrs. 

Frosch had helped set up and monitor them. Give a big thanks to them for making that day great. 
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Lunch with Santa: By Vicky Desulme and Kennadie Lapacinski  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Archbishop Christmas Party
By: Caitlyn Ryan

This year our school’s Service Commision went to the 

Archbishop Christmas party run by Archbishop Nelson 

Perez. It was a party for less fortunate kids to run around, 

play, get gifts, and  just have fun all together. They started 

off the day by going to the cathedral where Father Chris and 

Father Lucas were ordained. After that they made their way 

to the live nativity where they played Mary, Joseph and the 

rest of the crew with live animals. When that was over they 

headed into the ballroom for the main attraction. They all 

got into their costumes and danced. St. Cecilia did a great 

job, but so did the band that played for all the kids. Then 

every kid went crazy when the balloon drop came. They all 

counted down from 10 and then the rope was pulled. All the 

kids were happy and had big smiles on their faces. It was a 

great day for all involved. 

Saint Cecilia had some starting players at the game on 

the night of December 21. John Klepesky and AJ 

DiNezza played hard to try and keep SCS in the game, 

but St. Timothy came to win. At the beginning of the 

game, SCS struck first and scored, but St. Timothy’s 

was explosive right from the start. There were a lot of 

fans from each team and the gym was super loud. 

After the first quarter St. Timothy’s was leading. St. 

Timothy’s was playing really well and they kept the 

lead for the rest of the game. SCS scored a few times, 

but was getting destroyed by St. Timothy’s defense.

When interviewed about the game ZK Achike had this 

to say,“Number 10 was their star player, but he was 

barking like a dog to distract SCS and it worked.” ZK 

also said “number 10 was talking trash about our team 

after the game. He showed zero sportsmanship.” SCS 

defense made some great plays, but without the 

offense coming to life, the game was never theirs to 

win. Although St. Timothy’s won 31-12 St Cecilia still 

played a great game, while showing great 

sportsmanship. 

Boys Junior Varsity Basketball

Reagan -  Toasted White Chocolate Mocha - 

9/10

She said it was sweet and nice and had a white 

chocolate taste. She loved this drink very 

much.

Fiona - Toasted White Chocolate Mocha

3/10

She said she didn’t like the taste of the hot 

chocolate.

Mary - Peppermint Mocha Frappuccino,

10/10.

She rated this because it really captured the 

peppermint taste and had the perfect amount 

of sweetness.

Leah M- Peppermint White Mocha,

3/10

She gave this a 3/10 because she does not like 

coffee and it was very strong. The aftertaste 

was also very bad, in her opinion.

Lillian - Peppermint White Hot Chocolate,

9/10 

She rated it this because it was very delicious, 

but the white chocolate took over the 

peppermint. snowman cookie 

7/10

We gave it a 7/10 because it was very delicious 

and buttery but very dry without the icing. 

 Shortbread cookie with white chocolate icing. 

Everyone - Reindeer Cake Pops 9/10

It was very moist and sweet.

That was our opinion on the winter drinks. 

Overall, they were very good.  

Starbucks review (cont).

By: AJ Skahan

Illustrated By: 
Lillian Knox 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Secret Santa (cont.)
We asked some children from 4th and 

7th grade if the Secret Santa Shop 

helped their Christmas shopping, and 

the majority voted, yes, it did help 

their Christmas shopping. Also, 22 out 

of 27 students said that shopping 

without their parents made them feel 

more independent because they were 

learning about real life circumstances. 

The students definitely had an opinion 

on what section of the shop they liked 

most, with jewelry taking first place 

and the toy area in close second. It is 

obvious that all grades enjoyed a 

Secret Santa Shop this Christmas 

season, and St. Cecilia Parish School 

can’t wait to bring it back next year!

8th graders pictured  with their 1st grade 
buddies at Secret Santa.
 Photographed By: Bailey Lyons

Strings Concert (cont. on page 8)
By: Alex Valverde and Lorena Marrow

Saint Cecilia School has had the strings 
program for over 5 years. The strings program 
encourages students to have fun and play 
professionally in the future. One component of the 
program is playing a concert, such as the one on 
December 14, 2022. The concert included 2 schools 
(St. Cecilia’s and St. Hilary’s), the DePue Brothers, 
and an orchestra. The main goal of the concert was 
to have fun, create sounds enjoyable for the 
audience, and show off the amount of practice they 
had put in for the past few months. The concert 
contained festive songs such as “Jingle Bell Rock,” 
“Sleigh Ride,” “Santa Blues,” "Stand By Me.”  etc.

Before the show began Mr. Kraft said his 

‘thank yous’ to all the people who made it possible 

for the concert to happen. He informed the crowd 

about how the concert was dedicated to the late 

DePue brother, Alex DePue. After the thank yous the 

show started with a twist on the classic song “Linus 

and Lucy” by Vince Guaraldi. After that, two 

6-to-8-year-olds played the song “Elf Dance” on their 

violins. Then, more songs were played. They had 

songs just played by singers, soloists, duets, and 

more. It was an outstanding performance  from all 

the schools. 

Photographed By: Alex Valverde 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By: ZK Achike and Ansleigh Lapacinski 

The first Christmas Pageant in 2 years was held 

on December 19, 2022. This was also Father 

Chris, Sister Carolyn, and Sister Catherine’s  

first Christmas Pageant with SCS. Sister 

Carolyn said “It is putting us in the reason for 

the season.” This year it was held in the church 

after school, instead of in the auditorium 

during school.

 Every pew in the church was filled and still 

some people were standing. The Christmas 

Pageant started with the 8th grade liturgical 

dance to Holy is his name. Followed by 4th 

Grade singing, “Oh come let us adore him.” 

After this song, 8th graders said 2 sentences of 

the Nativity story and then 2nd grade went 

into singing, “Oh little town of Bethlehem and 

Silent Night.” The 8th graders then proceeded 

to read another few sentences of the story. 

After this the 1st sang “Away in a Manger” and 

“Gloria”. The 8th grade said another few 

sentences followed by the 3rd singing The First 

Noel and Go tell it on the Mountain. After the 

last of the nativity story, the 4th graders went 

up and sang, “O Holy Night” while the 

shepherds and wisemen came up the sides of 

the pews.

 

Christmas Pageant (cont. pg. 9) Strings Concert (cont.)
Mr. Kraft, Sister Catherine, and a few students 
were interviewed both prior to and proceeding 
with the concert. 3 out of 4 of the kids that were 
interviewed said they felt nervous before the 
performance and didn’t know what to expect. 
Despite this, the concert still went very smoothly 
and sounded amazing.  According to Mr. Kraft, 
the most difficult part of setting up the concert 
was making sure both schools were on the same 
page and knew what was going on. He has been 
playing for 60 years and has taught instruments 
for 23. He was inspired by his grandmother to 
begin his musical career with the ukulele. He 
stated that he wanted to teach because he 
believes that children should be interested in 
music and because he just loves kids. Sister 
Catherine said that because they had a 
professional band with the others, she knew they 
would sound good. However, she was shocked by 
how good the new musicians sounded. She 
believes that music should be in schools because 
it strengthens the brain.
In conclusion, all the hard work and dedication 

these students had put into practicing and 

practicing ultimately paid off in the end. The 

concert wowed all of the audience and excited 

the performers. St Cecilia School is honored to 

have  those prestigious students as its own.

Christmas Pageant: Photographed by Leah 
McGettigan and Patrick McGarry

The 2022 FIFA World Cup Qatar Upset 
(cont. pg. 10)

By: Aidan McGarry, Bailey Lyons, Luis Magalhaes, and 

Patrick McGarry
Qatar is the first host country to lose their opening match. Qatar and 

Canada were the only two countries to lose all their matches in the 

group stage. Lots of people were very upset and surprised by Qatar's 

matches.A World Cup fan,Zikora Achike, was asked the following 

question, “How did you feel about Qatar’s quality during the World 

Cup?” He responded, “I was shocked that they lost the opening match 

and didn’t win any other matches, I hope they play better in the next 

World Cup. I have high expectations.”

Zikora Achike’s opinion on the matter is much like the opinion of the 

public, many were disappointed and wished to see much more.
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Christmas Pageant (cont.)
The wise men were on the left, 

shepherds on the right. They paused 

for a minute and then continued to 

walk up to the altar followed by the 

angels.And then Mary (Piper 

McHugh) and Joseph (Miko Trajano). 

This year instead of Mary carrying up 

the baby 8th grader, Jason Gidaro 

brought baby Jesus up to them. Piper 

said, “It was an honor to be Mary.” 

Shortly after this we all (including 

parents) joined in singing Joy to the 

world. After singing, Father Chris said 

some words. He said, “With God, all 

things are possible”

They also performed again for the 

school community. The Christmas 

pageant was a great way to celebrate 

the birth of Jesus.

Dunkin Winter Menu Review
Many stores have special winter menu items including Dunkin. We 

tried and rated the Cookie Butter Cold Brew, the Toasted white 

Chocolate signature latte, and the Peppermint Mocha signature 

latte.

      Cookie Butter Cold Brew: Ryan Hee gave it a 6/10- “The bits of 

cookie in it tasted good but the actual drink could be more 

interesting.” Fransya Turene gave it an 8/10- “I like the fluffy taste 

with the coffee.” Keira Miller gave it a 6/10- “I don’t like Cold Brew 

coffee much but this was pretty good. I like the aftertaste of it.” 

Overall, the Cookie Butter Cold Brew scored a 6.6/10.

      Toasted White Chocolate Signature latte: Ryan Hee gave it a 

9/10- “It tasted really good and the chocolate flavor of the coffee 

mixed really well with the cream.” Fransya Turene gave it a 5/10- It 

doesn’t taste like anything special, just a regular coffee.” Keira 

Miller gave it a 7/10- “It tasted really good and the cream mixed 

well with the drink.” 9/10- “It had a nice sweet and creamy taste.” 

Overall, the Toasted White Chocolate signature latte scored a 

7.5/10.

       Peppermint Mocha signature latte: Ryan Hee gave it a 3/10- 

“The chocolate drizzle was okay but the peppermint flavor ruined 

the drink.” Fransya Turene gave it a 3/10- “It tasted like a normal 

mocha but worse.” Keira Miller gave it a 5/10- “It tasted like an 

average coffee.” Overall the Peppermint Mocha Signature latte 

scored a 3.6/10. 

Out of all the drinks the Toasted White Chocolate 

Signature Latte scored the highest and the peppermint Mocha 

scored the worst.

*Drinks were tested by Ryan Hee, Fransya Turene, and Keira Miller

Saint Lucy: illustrated by Lia Bailey 
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By: Ellie Martinez, Kate O’Donnell, and Caitlyn Ryan 

St Lucy’s full name was St Lucia, and she was born in 

Syracuse Italy. Saint Lucy is the patron saint of the blind. 

Lucia was born to an honorable family around the year 

283. Her symbol is a plate with eyes on it. Some say that 

St Lucy either plucked out her own eyes to avoid 

marriage to a pagan, or had her eyes put out by the 

Emperor Diocletian as part of her martyrdom. Saint Lucy 

was an early Christian who was martyred because she 

decided to remain pure, angering her suitor. Her mother, 

Saint of the Month: 
St. Lucy (cont. on pg. 13)
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Round Of 16 Madness
 USA gets a shocking result against the Netherlands. They lost 3-1 even though 

everyone thought that the US would win with ease. Also, USA had better stats 

then Netherlands, they had more possession, passes, pass accuracy, corners, 

shots, shots on target, and less yellow cards. The only thing the USA did worse 

than Netherlands was that they got 3 offsides while Netherlands got 0. 

Lots of people were upset with this performance as this being USA’s first world 

cup since 2014 which makes it 8 years since they played in the World cup. A 

Soccer Fan named Jonathan was asked the following question “How did you feel 

about the US losing to Netherlands”  He responded, “I feel sad and I thought they 

would get farther, I hope they do better in the next World Cup.” Spain also faced a 

big upset this world cup by losing 3-0 on penalties after their big win against Costa 

Rica with a bright start to the world cup.

Portugal wins 6-1 against Switzerland, which everyone was happy about except 

Switzerland fans. However, what most fans are shocked about is that Cristiano 

Ronaldo didn’t score any goals in this match and didn’t do very well.

Quarter Finals
Croatia wins against Brazil in penalties. This was a big shock to all fans because 

Brazil is known to be one of the best countries at soccer. It was 0-0, so it went into 

extra time. Brazil then got the first goal but in the second half of extra time, 

Croatia scored. It went into penalties, and Croatia then won. After that game it 

was Argentina against the Netherlands. Argentina scored the first two goals 

making it 2-0, but the Netherlands scored 2 goals later on making it 2-2. It was 

extra time but nobody scored. It moved on to penalties where Argentina won 4-3.

Morocco beats Portugal 1-0. A lot of soccer fans were devastated after this game. 

This being Cristiano Ronaldo's last ever world cup match, a lot of emotions went 

through this game. In this match Morocco was able to achieve the Semi-Finals, 

making this the first time an African team moved on to the Semi-Finals. A Portugal 

fan named John Klepesky was asked the following question, “How did you feel 

about Portugal losing to Morocco?”He responded, “I am very disappointed on 

how the game ended since this was Cristiano Ronaldo's last World Cup”Another 

shocking match was England vs France. England fans had high expectations for this 

match. The match ended 2-1 France, as Harry Kane missed a penalty to send the 

game into extra time. Olivier Giroud scored the second goal to send France into 

the Semi-Finals.

Semi-Finals
 Argentina wins against Croatia, 3-0. Sadly, Croatia is 

out and Luka Modric's dreams of making it in the final 

were yet again crushed by Lionel Messi and Julian 

Alvarez. Argentina and Messi were hungry for this 

final, and Messi was ready to be the world champion.

 France vs Morocco was an enjoyable game but sadly 

for morocco they were eliminated out of this world 

cup by young star Kylian Mbappe and the french 

national team. France beat Morocco 2-0. France could 

also make history if they win the final, making it the 

first team to win 2 world cups in a row since 1962.

World Cup Final
The two teams in the World Cup Finals were 

Argentina and France. France was predicted to 

win this World Cup as they won the last one in 

2018. Argentina was controlling the match up 2-0 

for 79 minutes until Kylian Mbappe scored two 

goals in a minute tying it up to be 2-2. They went 

into overtime(two 15 minute periods) and that is 

when Messi scored in the 108th minute. In the 

118 minute defender, Nicolas Otamendi, had a 

handball in the box that cost Argentina a penalty 

kick. Kylian Mbappe scored the PK tying it 3-3 in 

the 118th minute. Argentina’s goalie, Emiliano 

Martinez made an outstanding save at the end of 

overtime to send it into penalty kicks. France shot 

first and made it. Then Argentina took their first 

kick and made it. France took their second and 

Martinez made a save. Argentina took their 

second and made it, making it Argentina 2-1 

France. France took their second and missed. 

Argentina took their third and made it. The next 

penalty for France would determine if they win or 

lose. France made the pk but if Argentina made 

the next one Argentina would win. Argentina did 

make it and they won the world cup. This is 

Messi’s last world cup since he is 35, and winning 

the world cup would cap his extraordinary career. 

Lionel Messi has now won every trophy possible 

for him to win.

This is Lionel Andres Messi’s first ever and last 

ever world cup win. This year's world cup was 

definitely one to remember.
Illustrated by: Abby White 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe School Mass
By: Lia Difusco, Reagan Costello, and Kate O’Donnell 

Christmas Around the World
(cont. on pg 14)

By: Lillian Knox, Abby White, and 
Lorena Marrow 

Christmas is celebrated very differently 
around the world. People from the U.S all 
know it with their own traditions, but do 
you know other countries' traditions? 
Everyone celebrates it differently between 
their food, to their decorations, and even 
the music!
The U.S. celebrates Christmas pretty 
similar to the Philippines with the 
decorations, the trees, and even their 
belief in Santa Clause. The Philippines does 
all this - except they commonly have 
artificial trees, whereas in the U.S. people 
mostly have real trees. They also have a 
star shaped christmas lantern called a 
parol, which represents the Star of David. 
The United States most commonly eats 
ham and turkey on Christmas, but in the 
Philippines it is popular for them to eat 
Noche Buena. This consists of roasted pig, 
ham, fruit salad, and rice cakes. The U.S. 
isn’t used to this. Filipinos also believe in 
Santa Claus, but that is not what he is 
called in the Philippines. Filipinos call him 
Santa R-Kayma Klaws!
According to Guide to Iceland.com, in 

Iceland they celebrate 13 days before 

American Christmas by placing the shoes 

out for their 13 Santas to place gifts in. 

They call their Santas “Yule Lads,” each of 

them having unique names such as Gully 

Gawk, Skyr Gobbler, Meat Hook, Sausage 

Swiper, etc. They also have other festive 

figures as well, such as Gryla and the 

Christmas Cat. In Iceland it’s not 

uncommon for them to have a white 

Christmas and simultaneously have the 

North Lights shine over their country at 

some point in the holiday season. 

Christmas itself is usually celebrated on 

Christmas Eve, December 24th. 

On December 12, 2022 the students of Saint Cecilia School 

attended a mass to honor Our Lady of Guadalupe. It was led 

by Father Chris, and assisted by the third grader students. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe first introduced herself as the 

Mother of God when she first appeared on the hill of 

Tepeyac in Mexico in 1531. The Virgin Mary got her name 

when Juan Diego showed the bishop the cloak, the rose 

tumbled out and on the inside of the cloak it was the image 

of the Virgin Mary on her cloak. Our lady Of Guadalupe 

represents unconditional love and protection,Our lady of 

Guadalupe is the patron saint of Mexico. 
Mrs. Smith sang a Spanish hymn while the faculty and 

students joined in. After the song was finished, some 

students came up to the altar to speak. Luna Fernandez was 

first, and she proclaimed some words in Spanish out loud to 

the school. “It definitely felt different. It was nerve wracking 

and it would get a different reaction out of people.” Luna 

said when we asked her how she felt about getting to speak 

her language at the mass. During Father Chris’s homily he 

talked about many things including: why we have certain 

subjects in school and what they will help us do in the 

future, why we should not repeat our history, the story of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, and colonizing. He told the story of 

Mary and Juan Diego and what occurred. He talked about 

how people will always tell other people how to change the 

way they do things before they change how they do it 

themselves.  When telling someone to change something 

you always need to change it about yourself first. Or else 

when you tell someone to change something there is no 

lesson involved, because if you can't follow through with 

this how are they supposed to. Saint Cecilia School was 

made to teach the young and uncertain on how to do things 

we got wrong the first time, that now we have corrected. In 

this school we never teach a lesson we can’t follow up on.
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IHM Sisters Renew Their Vows (cont. on page 13)
By: Mary Klepesky and Olivia McAlorum 
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On December 8, 2022 the IHM sisters at St Cecilia School renewed their vows. In the beginning of the 

mass Father Chris, the current pastor of St Cecilia’s, started everyone attending the mass off with an 

informative talk about the life of an Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister and their devotion to our 

school, the church, God, and every other aspect of their religion. The sisters then began to walk up 

towards the altar ready to renew their vows. The IHM sisters then formed a horizontal line, facing 

the altar and began to renew their vows. Here’s what can be learned about renewing your vows as 

an IHM sister, from the interviews with Sister Catherine ( principal ), Sister Carolyn ( vice principal ), 

Sister Marita ( office assistant ), and Sister Carolyn (religious enrichment teacher ).

Sister Catherine
What is your favorite part of being an IHM sister 

for Saint Cecilia School?

“ I love being in school, I love working with the 

children and their families, and I think now, getting 

to be here in my third year, in a more normal year 

just getting to know more families and getting to 

know more students by name. It’s still a struggle 

for me to know everybody by name and I was very 

good at that before, so. Maybe because I’m older, 

or maybe because I (...) didn’t make those 

connections before, right away, because so many 

people are in and out of school. And, I enjoy living 

with the sisters I live with, we have a good spirit. 

Basically everybody’s doing the same thing; 

teaching people, and so that’s a nice thing as well.

What is the process of renewing your vows?

“ So when you become a sister you make your 

vows for 1 year and then you renew them for 3 

more years, at the end of that 3rd year you renew 

them for 2 years and then at the end of that 5 

total years, then you say those big words: “ for all 

my life “, the final vows. So all of us were up at the 

front except for Sr. Beth, because we all have made 

our final vows, “ we said for all my life. ” an when 

you make that you remember what you made at 

your first profession. “

Sister Marita 
What is your favorite part about renewing 

your vows?

“ It makes me more conscious about what I did 

in my youth. Which wasn’t yesterday. ” 

Lastly, do you renew your vows every year? 

“ We renew our vows every year on the 8th of 

December. I try to renew my vows every year 

when I receive the Holy Communion (…) I 

probably have a flunking grade for that, but I 

try. ”

Sister Carolyn Shomper
Off the top of your head how many 

times have you renewed your vows?

“ Well I renew my vows every day, but 

38 times publicly. ”

Do you renew your vows every year?

“ Yes, on the 12th of December. (…) I 

also have done it in the convent a few 

times. ”

Lastly, what does renewing your vows 

mean to you?

“ To me it’s a reminder of my promise to 

God to serve him. ”
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IHM Sisters Renew Their Vows (cont.)
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IHM Sisters Renew Their Vows 
Photographed By: Olivia McAlorum 

Sister Carolyn Braun 
How was each time different?

 “ I think each year is a special experience. 

Every time I renew my vows, I hope to be in 

a different place spiritually. I hope to be 

growing in my relationship with Jesus 

Christ every day, so Lord willing, I am in a 

different place than where I was the year 

before. ”

What is your favorite part of being an 

IHM sister for Saint Cecilia School? 

“ I always love interacting and working 

with the students. The best part about 

being a sister here at St Cecilia's are the 

students! I am excited to be teaching 

computers and technology. Along with 

that, I like to help improve the technology 

here at school. It has been a gift for me to 

help St Cecilia School to grow and expand 

our technology resources. These resources 

have also helped the larger St. Cecilia 

community as well. ”

What are your most memorable moments 

in your journey to becoming a sister?

“ In becoming a sister, one of my 

memorable moments was making my vows 

for the first time. My first profession was in 

August 2011. On that day, I was 

surrounded by my family, religious sisters, 

and friends. It was a great day of 

celebration! ”

Saint Lucy (cont.) 
Eutychia, forced her to marry a young man 

from a wealthy pagan family. Lucy’s illness or 

Eutychia made a pilgrimage to the shrine of St. 

Agatha, a Christian martyr from an earlier era 

of Roman persecution. 

While she was away, Lucy reportedly 

experienced a vision of St. Agatha in her 

dreams. The vision told Lucy that her 

mother would be cured because of Lucy’s

great faith and that Lucy would achieve 

Great glory and honor. Saint Lucy is the 

Patron saint of people with disabilities or 

diseases of sight. Saint Lucy is also the 

patron saint of the city of Sicily. Her feast 

day is December 13th. The feast of Saint 

Lucy became known in the 6th century, 

commemorating the Christian martyr’s 

death. Fun fact for all Taylor Swift fans out 

there, Taylor Swift’s birthday is on Saint 

Lucy’s feast day.  

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-persecution-700685
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This means they do stuff such as exchange 

gifts, have feasts, etc. Christmas for them is 

considered to be over when the Yule Lads go 

back to their mountains on January 6th. 

In Mexico they have Nochebuena. This is an 

all-night feast in which they have a pinata for 

the kids. Meanwhile some kids have a board 

and candles which they put figures of Jesus in a 

manger and shepherds on while they wait for 

Papa Noel, or Santo Clós (Santa) to come.

In Australia, expect to need a bathing suit.  

After Atnas (Santa) comes they celebrate 

Christmas on the beach with a barbecue! 

Christmas caroling is a big tradition for families 

in Australia, and even though they almost will 

never see one, they still sing the famous 

Christmas song “White Christmas”. Australia 

has a very famous nativity scene in St. 

Elizabeth’s Parish, which is created by Wilson 

Fernandez. According to Wilson Fernandez, it 

tells the story of Jesus’ birth in order with 

wonder and essence. 

In the Democratic Republic of Congo, Christmas 

is a religious festival more than a commercial. 

According to “Why Christmas”, most people in 

America celebrate by giving gifts but in DR 

Congo most people don’t get presents. In their 

native language, Lingala, Merry Christmas is 

said,  “Mbotama Malamu”. On December 26th, 

the people go back to work like normal. The 

families try to have bigger meals than ordinary 

and, if they can afford it, they buy pork and 

chicken.

That’s how other countries celebrate 

Christmas. As you can see they all celebrate 

them very differently. Do you celebrate any 

other countries’ traditions?

Christmas around the world (cont.)
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In Memory of Edson Arantes do 

Nascimento, Pelé 
By: Aidan McGarry, Bailey Lyons, Luis Magalhaes

Edson Arantes do Nascimento, also known as Pelé, 
was born on October 23, 1940 in Tres Coracoes, State 
of Minas Gerais, Brazil. He is known to be one of the 
best soccer players to play the sport. Pele played in his 
bare feet because he could not afford soccer cleats. 
He started with soccer kicking socks filled with 
newspapers or rags. He played for the professional 
team Brazil. He won his first world cup at age 17 in 
1958 and attended 4 world cups and won 3 which 
makes him the only person to ever win 3 world cups. 
He had over 1000 goals in his career. At age 82 Pele 
got diagnosed with colon cancer. He spent about a 
month in the hospital as his organs started to fail. 
Sadly, Pele died at age 82 on December 29, 2022 in 
Sao Paulo, State of Sao Paulo, Brazil. Pele’s legacy 
changed the great game of soccer in so many ways. 
His athleticism and mesmerizing moves transfixed 
players and fans. He orchestrated a fluent and fast 
style that revolutionized the sport and his country’s 
elegance on the field. Only the great players Diego 
Maradona, Lionel Messi, and Cristiano Ronaldo are 
mentioned alongside Pele. His legacy will forever be 
remembered.
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