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Church	Furnishings	
(See	floor	plan	below	for	where	these	are	located	in	the	church.)	

	

Altar	
The	table	on	which	the	Eucharis-
tic	Sacrifice	of	the	Mass	is	offered	
and	from	which	the	people	of	
God	are	called	together	to	par-
ticipate	in	the	Mass.	Liturgical	
ministers	show	respect	to	Christ	
by	bowing	when	passing	in	front	
of	the	altar	
	

	

Ambo	
The	speaker’s	stand	(lectern)	
from	which	the	readings	are	
proclaimed.		

	

Ambry	
A	cabinet	on	the	sanctuary	(near	
the	credence	table)	in	which	the	
three	holy	oils	are	kept:	the	
Chrism	Oil,	Oil	of	the	Sick	and	Oil	
of	the	Catechumens.	

	

Baptismal	Font	
The	basin	where	baptisms	are	
celebrated.	To	guard	against	
contamination,	it	is	covered	
unless	in	use.	Must	be	used	
exclusively	for	baptisms.		
	

	

Blessed	Sacrament	
Chapel	

A	separate	chapel	at	SSPP	with	a	
second	tabernacle,	for	Blessed	
Sacrament	adoration,	and	a	place	
for	the	faithful	to	come	and	pray. 

	

Candles	
The	Mass	must	be	celebrated	
with	natural	wax	candles,	which	
signify	the	presence	of	Christ,	our	
Light.	
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Church	Furnishings	
(See	floor	plan	below	for	where	these	are	located	in	the	church.)	

	

Credence	Table	
A	side	table	in	the	sanctuary	
where	the	water	cruet,	lavabo	
bowl	and	towel,	small	patens	and	
chalices,	and	purificators	are	kept	
during	Mass	when	they	are	not	
being	used.	
	

Gifts	Table	
Located	in	the	vestibule,	it	holds	
the	paten	with	the	hosts	and	the	
wine	decanter	before	they	are	
presented	to	the	altar.	(Also	
called	the	offertory	table.)	
	

	

Nave	
The	architectural	term	for	the	
large	space	where	the	congrega-
tion	gathers	for	worship,	as	
opposed	to	the	front	part	of	the	
church	(the	sanctuary)	from	
which	the	service	is	led.		
	

	

Paschal	Candle	
Blessed	on	Holy	Saturday	and	
replaced	each	Easter	Vigil.	Lit	at	
Masses	during	the	Easter	Season.	
Also	used	to	light	baptismal	and	
confirmation	candles.	Affixed	
with	a	cross,	the	year,	and	the	
symbols	for	Alpha	and	Omega.		
	

	

Presider’s	Chair		
The	chair	on	which	the	priest	sits	
during	Mass.	

	

Sacrarium		
The	drain	in	the	sacristy	that	
flows	directly	into	the	earth.		
Used	for	washing	Communion	
vessels.	
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Church	Furnishings	
(See	floor	plan	below	for	where	these	are	located	in	the	church.)	

	

Sacristy	
The	room	where	the	vestments,	
communion	vessels,	linens	and	
other	items	used	in	the	celebra-
tion	of	the	liturgy	are	stored	and	
prepared.	

	

	Sanctuary	
The	area	in	the	center	front		
of	the	church	where	the	altar,	
ambo,	credence	table,	
tabernacle,	and	the	priest’s	and	
altar	server	chairs	are	located.	

	

Tabernacle	
Provides	a	place	for	the	Eucharist	
to	be	kept	outside	of	Mass,	for	
the	adoration	of	the	faithful	and	
for	later	use	(e.g.,	distribution	to	
the	sick).	To	prevent	profanation,	
at	times	other	than	during	Mass,	
it	is	locked.	
	

	

Tabernacle	Lamp	
Also	called	the	sanctuary	lamp,		
it	is	a	wax	candle	in	a	red	holder	
that	burns	near	the	tabernacle	
when	the	Blessed	Sacrament	is	
present	there	(that	is,	at	all	times	
other	than	between	Good	Friday	
and	the	Easter	Vigil	Mass).	
 

 

Vestibule	
Known	formally	as	a	narthex,	it		
is	the	entry	foyer	outside	of	the	
nave,	that	is,	outside	the	church	
proper.	At	SSPP,	the	vestibule	
houses	the	holy	water	fonts,	gifts	
table,	doorways	to	the	sacristy	
and	the	children’s	cry	room,	and	
statutes	of	Saint	Peter	and	Saint	
Paul. 
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Items	Used	at	Mass	

 

Aspersorium	&	
Aspergillum	

Respectively,	the	bucket	used	to	
carry	holy	water	for	sprinkling		
and	the	sprinkler	for	casting	holy	
water	on	people,	places,	or	
objects.	

	

Book	of	the	Gospels	
Also	called	an	Evangeliary,	the	
book	from	which	the	Gospel	
reading	is	proclaimed.	It	contains	
Gospel	readings	for	each	Sunday	
of	the	three-year	cycle	of	read-
ings,	plus	all	solemnities,	feasts,	
and	ritual	Masses	celebrated	
throughout	the	liturgical	year.	
 

		

Censor	&	Boat		
The	censor,	also	called	a	thurible,	
is	a	metal	container	on	a	chain	in	
which	incense	is	burned	on	a	piece	
of	charcoal.	The	incense	boat	is	a	
covered	container,	with	a	spoon,	
to	hold	the	grains	of	incense	that	
will	be	burned	in	the	censor. 

	

Chalice	
The	large	cup	used	at	Mass	used	
to	hold	the	wine	which	becomes	
the	Blood	of	Christ.	At	SSPP,	the	
term	also	refers	to	the	smaller	
vessels	which	are	used	to	
distribute	the	Precious	Blood	to	
the	faithful.		

	

	Chrism	Oil	
Holy	oil	used	to	anoint	people	in	
baptism,	confirmation	and	
ordination.	Kept	in	the	ambry	
with	the	Oil	of	the	Sick	and	the		
Oil	of	the	Catechumens.	All	are	
consecrated	each	year	by	the	
Bishop	at	the	Chrism	Mass	during	
Holy	Week.	
	

	

Ciborium	
Consecrated	hosts	that	are	not	
consumed	at	Mass	are	placed	in	
this	metal	vessel.	It	is	stored	in	a	
locked	tabernacle	when	not	in	
use.	
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Items	Used	at	Mass	

	

Cruet	
The	small	glass	vessel	that	holds	
water	used	during	the	Mass.	A	
small	amount	of	water	is	added	to	
the	wine	during	the	Offertory.	
Water	is	also	poured	over	the	
priest’s	hands	in	a	ceremonial	
cleansing.	

	

Decanter	
The	stoppered	glass	container	
that	holds	the	wine	which	will	be	
consecrated	at	Mass.	It	is	brought	
forward	with	the	other	gifts.	

	

Hosts	
Unleavened	bread-like	wafers		
that	are	consecrated	at	Mass	for	
the	Communion	of	the	priest	and	
the	people.	SSPP	also	offers	
gluten-free	hosts	to	those	that	
request	them.	
	

	

Lavabo	Bowl	
&	Towel	

A	small	bowl	that	catches	the	
water	a	priest	uses	in	cleansing		
of	fingers	at	Mass.	The	priest		
then	dries	his	hands	with	a	lavabo	
towel	that	hangs	over	the	arm	of	
the	altar	server.	The	bowl	and	
towel	are	also	used	by	the	
Eucharistic	ministers	to	wash		
and	dry	their	fingers	before	
serving	Communion.		

	

Lectionary	
A	book	that	contains	the	
Scripture	readings	for	Mass,	
based	on	a	three-year	cycle:		
Year	A,	Matthew;	Year	B,	Mark;	
Year	C,	Luke.	It	is	placed	on	the	
ambo	before	Mass.	The	first	and	
second	lectors	read	from	it.	(The	
priest	reads	from	the	Book	of	the	
Gospels.)	
	

	

Monstrance	
A	vessel	with	a	small	space	
designed	to	hold	a	consecrated	
host	for	adoration	of	the	Body	of	
Christ,	either	in	the	church	or	
chapel,	or	for	carrying	in	
procession.	
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Items	Used	at	Mass	

	

Paten	
Refers	to	both	the	large	metal	
plate	with	curved	sides	that	holds	
the	hosts	that	the	priest	will	
consecrate	to	become	the	Sacred	
Body	of	Christ,	and	the	smaller	
similarly	shaped	plates	used	to	
distribute	Communion	to	the	
faithful. 

	

Processional	Cross	
A	portable	crucifix	on	a	rigid	staff,	
carried	in	front	of	liturgical	
processions,	e.g.,	entering	and	
leaving	the	sanctuary	for	Mass,	
preceding	the	gifts	to	the	altar,	
and	on	other	solemn	occasions.	It	
remains	on	the	altar	when	not	in	
use.	
 

 

Purificator	
A	white	linen	cloth	embroidered	
with	a	cross.	One	is	used	by	the	
priest	to	wipe	the	chalices	on	the	
altar.	The	EMs	use	others	to	wipe	
the		lip	of	chalices	after	each	
person	drinks.	There	is	one	
purificator	for	each	chalice	used		
at	a	Eucharistic	celebration. 

	

Pyx	
A	small,	closing	vessel	that	is	used	
to	bring	the	Blessed	Sacrament	to	
those	who	cannot	come	to	the	
church.	They	are	also	used	during	
Mass	to	keep	gluten-free	hosts	
separate	
	

	

Roman	Missal	
The	official	liturgical	book	con-
taining	the	prescribed	prayers,	
chants,	and	instructions	(rubrics)	
the	priest	uses	for	every	
celebration	of	the	Mass.		

	

Sanctus	Bells	
Also	called	altar	bells,	they	are	
rung	during	the	Eucharistic	Prayer,	
at	the	elevation	of	the	bread	and	
wine,	to	invite	the	faithful	to	the	
act	of	adoration	at	the	
Consecration.	
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Liturgical	Colors	
Note:	This	is	presented	for	informational	purposes;	liturgical	ministers	are	not	required	to	wear	
clothing	in	colors	corresponding	to	the	season.	
	
White:	White	symbolizes	light,	purity,	innocence,	joy,	and	glory.	It	is	used	on	certain	feast	days	
and	during	Christmas	and	Easter	Season.	It	may	also	be	used	in	Masses	for	the	dead.	
	
Green:	Green,	the	natural	color	of	life,	points	to	the	hope	of	life	eternal.	It	is	used	in	Ordinary	
Time.	
	
Violet:	Violet	symbolizes	melancholy	and	somberness.	It	is	used	in	penitential	seasons	(Advent	
and	Lent),	and	may	be	used	in	Masses	for	the	dead.	
	
Red:	Red	connotes	both	fire	and	blood.	It	is	used	on	the	feasts	of	martyrs,	on	Masses	of	the	
Holy	Spirit,	on	the	Exaltation	of	the	Holy	Cross,	on	Palm	Sunday,	and	on	similar	feasts.	
	
Rose:	Rose	symbolizes	joy	in	the	midst	of	a	penitential	season	(rose	being	between	violet	and	
white).	It	may	be	worn	only	on	two	days	in	the	year:	Gaudete	Sunday	(Third	Sunday	of	Advent)	
and	Laetare	Sunday	(Fourth	Sunday	of	Lent).	The	names	of	these	Sundays	are	taken	from	the	
first	words	of	the	Entrance	Antiphon	for	each	day:	Gaudete	in	Domino	(“Rejoice	in	the	Lord”)	
and	Laetare	Ierusalem	(“Rejoice,	Jerusalem”)	respectively.	
	
Black:	Black	symbolizes	mourning	and	grief.	It	may	be	used	on	All	Souls	Day	and	in	Masses	for	
the	dead.	
	
	


