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DESCRIPTION:  The Neumann Scholars Program, honoring the founder of our parochial schools, St. 
John Neumann, the fourth bishop of Philadelphia (1852-1860), is an initiative sponsored by the Connelly 
Foundation. Developed in 1994 to promote and reward academic excellence among students in 
parish/regional schools, the program provides scholarships in each district of the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia to those who excel in an independently administered test. Students designated as Neumann 
Scholars are offered four-year scholarships to any of the seventeen Archdiocesan high schools. For each of 
the four years in high school, the annual amount of the Neumann Scholarship will be announced in January 
by the Office of Catholic Education. Any fees will be the responsibility of the parent/guardian. 
 
ELIGIBILITY/CRITERIA:  Letters of invitation to sit for the Neumann Scholarship Test are sent by 
elementary school principals to eligible students who meet the following criteria:  

• Attended a parish/regional elementary school for the entire 7th grade academic year 
• Currently attend a parish/regional school located in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
• Achieved a National Percentile (NP) Total Score of 90 OR a Cognitive Skills Index 

(CSI) of 120 in the 7th grade Terra Nova Test 
• Achieved a final general average of 92.0 in 7th grade 
• Have a strong desire to attend an Archdiocesan high school 
• Received an invitation to take the Neumann Scholarship Test 
• Complete the application process by the stated deadline 
• Submit an essay to the elementary principal on or before June 22, 2018 

 
The Neumann Scholarship Test is a 2½ hour standardized scholarship test. It will be produced and scored 
by an approved independent testing agency. There is no fee to register for the Neumann Scholarship Test.  
 
AWARDS:  Neumann Scholars will be determined by the ranking of Neumann Scholarship Test results 
in each county. The scholarship announcement is scheduled for November.   
 
Approximately 35 scholarships will be awarded each year.  The distribution of the scholarships will be 
determined by the number of students who sit for the Neumann Scholarship Test exam in each county. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP ACCEPTANCE:  Scholarship recipients will be required to sign a Letter of Intent 
indicating acceptance of the scholarship and intent to attend a specified Archdiocesan high school in 
September 2019. Scholarship recipients must pay any and all required fees in full on or before the date to 
be determined to their selected high school.  
 
SCHOLAR REVIEW:  At the conclusion of each academic year, each scholarship recipient’s 
performance will be reviewed. To retain the Neumann Program Scholarship, each recipient must 
maintain: 
 

General Average of 92.0 or above 
Current or Cumulative Rank 
within the top 15.0% of class 

Final Conduct Average of 85.0 or above 
with minimal absences and lateness 

 
The Office of Catholic Education will personally notify students regarding their annual scholarship 
renewal. The Connelly Foundation will personally notify students of their decision regarding scholarship 



probation or withdrawal. 
 
* Tuition rates can vary by school. Therefore the 2018-19 value has been set to the rate of $7,550.  
Neumann Scholars Program Description 
 
Since 1995, the Connelly Foundation’s Neumann Scholars Program has recognized academically talented students 
from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. More than just a scholarship, the Neumann Scholars program supports the 
students through their four years at an Archdiocesan high school through in-person and email counseling, as well as 
additional opportunities for academic growth.  

Each fall, the Neumann Scholars Counselor meets with all Neumann Scholars at their respective high schools. The 
purpose of the visit is to: 

• Introduce the coordinator and the program   
• Complete a student information form  
• Present individual class guidelines  
• Discuss the annual review  

The counselor will communicate with scholars via e-mail and meet with them periodically to assist with high school 
course selection, summer enrichment programs, and college scholarship research, selection and application. 

Scholarship Requirements 

All scholarships are guaranteed for four years and renewed annually provided Neumann Scholars maintain: 

• General average of 92.0 or above 
• Current or cumulative rank within the top 15% of class 
• Final conduct average of 85.0 or above with minimal absences and lateness 

Summer Scholarship Opportunities  

In the spring semester of sophomore year, Neumann Scholars are typically invited to apply for Service Learning in 
Public Policy (SLiPP), a five-day sleepaway program at the Freedoms Foundation in Valley Forge. SLiPP provides 
an introduction to public policy, studied through different lenses, such as economics, public health, or the law. 
Several Neumann Scholars attend SLiPP each year with tuition funded by the Connelly Foundation.  

In the fall of junior year, Neumann Scholars and their families are invited to an information session at a local 
Archdiocesan high school to learn about college summer enrichment programs and available scholarship 
opportunities. In the past these opportunities have included: 

• University of Notre Dame’s Summer Scholars Program  
• University of Notre Dame's Introduction to Engineering Program 
• University of Notre Dame’s and Holy Cross College’s Saints & Scholars Program 
• The Boston College Experience 
• Scholarship opportunities to attend a program of your choice  

The University of Notre Dame runs several two-week programs for high school students during the summer months. 
There are a limited number of full scholarships for these programs, provided by the University of Notre Dame, the 
Connelly Foundation, and funding partners. 

The Boston College Experience is a six-week residential college program allowing students earn college credits in 
subjects of their choice, and participate in activities in and around Boston. A partnership between Boston College 
and the Connelly Foundation allows us to offer a limited number of $5,000 scholarships toward the cost of the 
program. 



The Connelly Foundation is also pleased to help support juniors attending academic summer programs at other 
colleges and universities through scholarships worth up to $1,000. Neumann Scholars have elected to attend 
programs at a wide variety of colleges and universities. 

For more details on any of these summer programs, please visit the Connelly Foundation’s website.  

The Connelly Foundation continues to evaluate, adjust, and improve programming on a year-to-year basis for 
all scholarship programs. 

 
 


