
Dear St. Anselm Parents/Guardians,

While you should soon receive a letter from the Office of Catholic Education of the

Archdiocese of Philadelphia with details of the COVID protocol guidelines for Archdiocesan

schools, I want to provide an overview of several mitigation strategies that St. Anselm School

will implement this year. The goal is to provide as much normalcy to the school community as

possible while maintaining a safe environment for everyone.

Per the Philadelphia Health Department’s mask mandate, all St. Anselm School students

and staff will be required to wear a mask as we start the new school year. Modified cohorting

practices will also be in place to begin the year. During this time, only essential personnel will be

permitted into the school building.

The CDC/Philadelphia Health Department recommends layered mitigation practices.

With this in mind, certain protocols will be tied to the level of transmission within the

community. As the transmission level rises, extra mitigation practices will be added to our

protocols, and as the level decreases, some layers will be removed. As was the case last year, all

plans are subject to change as the CDC, Philadelphia Health Department, and Office of Catholic

Education update their guidelines and recommendations. Several key components of St.

Anselm’s plan follow.

● All students and staff will be required to wear masks that entirely cover their nose and

mouth when the transmission level is substantial and high and/or when mandated by the

CDC/Health Department. Masks can be removed when eating/drinking and for brief

teacher directed breaks. Face shields cannot be used in place of masks.

● A virtual learning option will be offered only for students who need to quarantine due to

a positive COVID test result or possible exposure. Once reported, the Philadelphia Health

Department will determine who needs to quarantine. This can vary depending on

vaccination and mask wearing status.

● Interactions between different grades will be limited during the day, but the strict

cohorting of last year will not be implemented at this time. This will allow more

opportunity for student movement through the building as well as CYO and after school

activities to operate.

○ When the transmission level is high, modified cohorting will be used to further

limit class interactions.



● Appropriate social distancing will be used throughout the year whenever possible.

● An enhanced cleaning/sanitizing and hand washing regiment will continue to be utilized.

● Once again, we ask that parents monitor the health of your child daily. Any child

displaying symptoms of illness should be kept home. Teachers will continue monitoring

student health throughout the school day and the school will perform random temperature

monitoring.

Transmission levels will be continually monitored and you will be notified as mitigation

protocols change. All questions regarding St. Anselm School’s COVID safety protocol can be

directed to the school office. I want to thank you for your patience during this process and for

your continued support and cooperation. Together, we can ensure that our school remains open

and safe.

Sincerely,

Mr. Seamus Mee

Principal, St. Anselm School


