
1 
 

Guided Reflection for 

St. Timothy’s  

Sacred Art 

    

 

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

707 89th Avenue NE 

Blaine, MN 55434 

Phone: 763.784.1329 

www.churchofsttimothy.com 

 

http://www.churchofsttimothy.com/


2 
 

Welcome to St. Timothy’s Sacred Art Collection! 
In the spring of 2022, a middle school youth asked her small group leader 
why the picture of Jesus in the room didn’t look like her. This sparked a 
discussion among the parish staff and soon a small committee was formed to 
search for and purchase sacred art that was more culturally diverse.  
 
As many of the artists themselves expressed, diverse depictions of Christ help 
to illustrate the full meaning of the incarnation – God becoming human and 
dwelling among us. In the Gospels, in Acts of the Apostles, and in the letters 
from St. Paul, we hear over and over the message that Jesus came for all 
people. Father Robert Lentz discerned the rightness of depicting Christ in 
non-European contexts by reflecting on the words of Matthew 25:  
“Whatever you did to the least of my brothers or sisters, you did to me.” 
Father Lentz reflects, “Not ‘as if you did it to me’, but ‘you did it TO me.’” 
From the resurrection on, Christ is no longer singular, but many. We will 
encounter Christ in one another. The holiness Christ brought to us is open to 
all human beings. When those of us who are used to seeing European 
religious art see Jesus, Mary, and other characters in the Gospels depicted in 
nontraditional ways, our appreciation of the truth that Christ is present in 
each and every human being can be deepened.  
 
The committee wanted art that depicted Jesus, Mary, and Gospel stories and 
that would be appropriate for all our ages of faith formation children and 
youth. Funding for this project was provided in collaboration with St. 
Catherine University through their distribution of Lilly grant. 
 
You are welcome to view, meditate, and reflect on our artwork. This guide 
will give you some information about the major pieces hanging in each of the 
rooms along with a couple of questions to spark reflection. See the artist 
plaques by each piece for additional information about the artists. 
 
Start anywhere. Take in as much as you’d like. Come again; invite your 
friends.  
 
We hope this art will be a blessing for our community and a source of 

inspiration, peace, and growth in your relationship with God. 
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Room 224 

Compassionate Christ (John Giuliani, 1932-2021) 

“As a Catholic priest and son of Italian immigrants, I bear 
the religious and ethnic burden of ancestral crimes 
perpetrated on the first inhabitants of the Americas. Many 
have been converted to Christianity, but in doing so some 
find it difficult to retain their indigenous culture. My 
intent, therefore, in depicting Christian saints as Native 

Americans is to honor them and to acknowledge their original spiritual 
presence on this land. It is this original Native American spirituality that I 
attempt to celebrate in rendering the beauty and excellence of their craft as 
well as the dignity of their persons.”  
– Fr. John Giuliani 
 

• What about this painting of Christ feels familiar to you? What is new? 

• How do you receive the compassion of Christ through meditating on 
this picture? How are you challenged to share that compassion? 

 

 
 
Jesus Christ Liberator (Robert Lentz, 1946- ) 

 The justification for this icon lies in the text Christ holds 
(Matthew 25:31-46). “When did we see you…?” those on 
Christ’s left will ask him at the Last Judgment. This text 
reminds us that Christ identified with the poor and 
oppressed of the world. The lives of the saints abound 
with stories of how Christ appeared as a beggar or a sick 
person in need. Christ has suffered in the Black members 
of His Mystical Body for many centuries – slavery, 
exploitation, segregation, and racial violence. The time 

has come to depict Christ’s solidarity with the Black peoples of the world – 
in iconographic form. 
 

• When have you met Christ in the “least of these?” 

• Consider to whom and where Christ is calling you. How do you 
demonstrate solidarity with those who our social systems exclude or 
push to the margins? 
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Downstairs Reception Area 

Fishermen Let Down Your Nets (John 

August Swanson, 1938-2021) 

“Over my life as an artist, I have created 
variations of this gospel. The story helps me 
to accept struggles and to appreciate the 
casting of my own net into the waves, and 
the surprise of experiencing the fruit and 

abundance that are there. We are reminded, too, of the inexhaustible 
resources within each of us.” – John August Swanson 
 

• Focus on all the colors in this picture and consider the idea of 
abundance. Where do you find abundance/color in your life? 

• Where are you being called to cast your net, perhaps despite not 
having seen any success? 

 

 

 

Room 113 

Sermon on the Mount (Laura James, painted in 2010) 

“I did a more typical scene with Jesus with his 
outstretched arms and a crowd around him. I like 
crowds. I love that painting as well.”  
– Laura James 
Like all of Laura James’ work, color and facial 
expression play important roles in bringing the 
scene to life. 
 

• Put yourself in the crowd. What do you hear 
Jesus saying? 

•   If Jesus were to give the same sermon today, 
where would he do it? 
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Room 113 (continued) 

Storm (John August Swanson, 1938-2021) 

Read the reflections on the poster. 

• Where have you witnessed strength in rowing 
together? What is a current storm that needs everyone 
to row together? 
• Who is in the boat with you that needs to be 
comforted/reassured? 
 

 

 

Room 111 

Jesus Walks on Water (Laura James, painted 1998) 

This piece is among the artist’s most popular works. 
Through its vivid colors, notable personalization of 
characters, and sense of motion in the scene, we are 
drawn to the strength and stability of Jesus reaching 
out to and rescuing a sinking Peter. 
 

• What are some things that pull you into the water? 

• When has Jesus rescued you? 
 
 

Sister Water (John August Swanson, 1938-
2021) 
Read the reflection on the poster. 

• How has water been a gift to you? 

• How are you connected to or responsible for this 

gift? 

 

 

 



6 
 

Room 109 

Jesus at Gethsemane (Janet McKenzie) 

“Racial justice can happen in many ways 

including sacred art. My hope is that the more 

familiar we become seeing everyone as created in 

God’s likeness, the less violence, racial prejudice 

and hate there will be.” – Janet McKenzie 

• What contemporary depictions of human 

sadness or suffering do you see in the media?  

• How does reflecting on Jesus’ suffering in the 

Garden of Gesthsemane shape how you 

experience and interpret contemporary 

depictions of human suffering? 

 

You are the Light (John August Swanson, 1938-2021) 

Read the reflections on the poster. 

• Who or what has provided light for you during 

darkness? 

• When have you been a light for others? 
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Room 107 

High Priest (Br. Mickey McGrath, 1957- ) 

Jesus is our High priest… our perfect High priest! At first 
glance, the bowl of water held by Jesus may appear to be a 
representation of a globe. Jesus is an offering for the world. 
 

• What offering does Jesus make on your behalf? 

• By virtue of your baptism, you have a priestly role. What 
offerings do you make on behalf of the world? 
 

 

Holy Family (Janet McKenzie) 

“My art presents Jesus and Mary and many others in 

diverse ways because the essence of Jesus is about 

inclusion, not exclusion. Every one of us is created 

beautifully, mysteriously, and equally in God’s 

likeness.” – Janet McKenzie 

• How is this similar to other “traditional” pictures of 

the Holy Family? How is it different? 

• How have you made a “family” with others? How is 

this also holy? 

 

The Boy Jesus in the Temple (He Qi, 1950- ) 

 

Using bold colors, embellished shapes, and thick 

lines, He Qi seeks to redefine the relationship 

between people and spirituality. “We are living in a 

time where there is much violence. There is little 

peace. We need to listen to the voice of heaven.” 

• When has a child or youth surprised you with 

wisdom? 

• Where do you hear the voice of heaven? 

 



8 
 

 

Room 107 continued 

 

Song of Peace (John August Swanson, 1938-2021) 

Read the reflection on the poster. 

 

• Remember a time you felt true unity with others. 

What made that possible? 

• Think of a way you can bring peace to a conflicted 

situation. What holds you back? 

 

 

 

 

Room 106 

 

The Holy Family (Laura James) 

The standout feature of this work is a broad 
golden halo surrounding Mary, Joseph and the 
baby Jesus as they meet the Three Kings and a 
pair of angels. The blues, reds and browns 
complete the picture and provide extra color; the 
night sky is full of stars. 
 

• How does this Holy Family image compare to “traditional” images? 
What can it add to your understanding? 

• How is your family holy? 
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Fourth Station: Jesus Meets His Mother (Br. Mickey McGrath, 
1957- ) 

The Stations of the Cross are a long-standing devotion 
where believers are invited to walk with Jesus on the 
road to Calvary. One of these stations is Jesus’ 
encounter with Mary, his mother. In this image, Jesus 
and Mary share their deep grief and embrace one 
another in a gesture of love and comfort. The image 
invites our reflection on how we bear witness to 
suffering and respond with compassionate love and 
comforting action.  
 

• When is a time you have needed comfort like this? 
• When have you needed courage to offer comfort? 

 

 

Moses (John August Swanson, 1938-2021) 

Read the reflection on the poster. 

• How does God provide for your needs 

today? 

• In places without ready access to basic 

needs (i.e. food, water, shelter, etc.), how 

does God show care for the people’s lives? 
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Room 124 

 

The Extended Holy Family (Br. Mickey McGrath, 1957- ) 

Brother Mickey’s colorful images underscore the 

presence of beauty everywhere, and show how we can 

find it if we just look around us. He creates images that 

touch the heart of the viewer, and spread joy, healing, 

and faith. The inspiration for this print of Jesus, Mary, 

Joseph, and Mary’s parents is simple:  May your family 

be filled with love across all generations:  

• Who are the people that make up your family? What special 

connections have you developed with extended family members? 

• How does your family reflect God’s love in your life? How do you 

model that love in your dealings with people inside and outside of 

your family? 

 

 

 

Climate Change (John August Swanson,  

1938-2021) 

Read the reflection on the poster. 

• How do your choices in consuming the world’s 

resources connect to others around the world? 

• What lights your path in considering how to “solve” 

such large-scale problems as climate change? 
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Noah (John August Swanson, 1938-2021) 

Read the reflection on the poster. 

• Consider how Noah was asked by God to step out in 

faith to accomplish a big task. What is God asking of 

you in a similar way? 

• What connections do you have to creation and all 

living creatures? 

 

 

 

Room 126 

Juneteenth Madonna (Br. Mickey McGrath, 1957- ) 

Mary is shown with her head bowed and her arms 
raised in praise as she contemplates her Son Jesus 
breaking the chains of slavery while standing in the 
healing waters of a Deep River.  Jesus’ halo is a 
sunflower rising above the cotton fields behind Him. 
Mary’s body is draped in a quilt of many diverse 
colors and patterns.  Mother and Son are wrapped in 
a womb-like shape outlined in pink, the symbolic 
liturgical color of Gaudete Sunday, the “let us 
rejoice” day of the Advent season. 
 

• How can those facing oppression find hope in Jesus? 

• What “chains of slavery” do you need Jesus to break for you? Does 
Mary play in role in facilitating that? 
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Building our Common Home (John August Swanson, 1938-2021) 
 

Read the reflections on the poster. 

• Where do you feel strong connections to creation? 

How does that place put you in touch with God? 

• How can you work together with others to preserve 

our common home? 

 

 

 

 

Room 121 

Holy Family: Giotto (Br. Mickey McGrath, 1957- ) 

This painting is done in keeping with the artist, Giotto, 

who said he wanted the Holy Family to look like a 

mama, a papa, and their baby going on a Sunday 

picnic. Now that is what makes a family holy! 

 
 
 
 
 

• What is a holy experience you have had with your own family? 

• When have you felt part of the Holy Family? 
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Room 125 

Journey Through the Wilderness  

(John August Swanson, 1938- 2021) 

Read the reflection on the poster. 

• Look at the banners being carried in the 

procession. How do they reflect what is 

important to the people on the journey? 

• What does “building a better future” mean to 

you? 

 

Café Workers (John August Swanson, 1938- 2021) 

Read the reflection on the poster. 

• Consider the Pope Francis quote at the bottom 

of this poster. What thoughts do you have? 

• How do wages indicate the respect for the 

labor of individuals? Where do you see injustice 

in the wage structure? 
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Room 128 

Mayan Madonna and Child (John Giuliani, 1933- 2021) 

“Giuliani recounts a specific occasion when he deeply felt 

the effect of his work. A Native American woman 

viewing Giuliani’s Mother and Child painting began to 

weep. She told him that she wept because, for the first 

time, she saw herself and her people represented as the 

Madonna and child instead of Europeans. Such a visual 

display of solidarity was, and is, profoundly moving. 

However, these images are about more than solidarity; they illustrate the 

full meaning of the incarnation. God did not come merely to Europeans, but 

to all.” (- John Christman, uscatholic.org/articles/201603/sacred-faces) 

• What new perspectives of Mary and Jesus do you gain from viewing 

this painting? 

• How else do you experience the incarnation of God? 

 

Guatemalan Good Shepherd (John Giuliani, 1933-2021) 

The gift of Giuliani’s paintings is not only that they 
show forth the dignity of the human person in a 
culturally inclusive way, but also that they challenge 
any narrow reading of God’s presence through history. 
After all, as Father Giuliani thoughtfully observes of the 
Native American people, “they were the first spiritual 
presence in the land.”   - John Christman (From 
uscatholic.org/articles/201603/sacred-faces) 

 

• How is this image of the Good Shepherd different or similar to other 
images you may have seen? What does that add to your 
understanding of the parable? 

• Reflect on times you have needed to be found by the Good Shepherd. 
What primary emotion do you feel upon your rescue? 
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Music Room (outside wall) 
 
Orchestra (John August Swanson, 1938- 2021) 

Read the reflection on the poster. 

• Think of an experience of inclusion that 

you have had. What did that inspire in you? 

• What is the beauty of individualism? 

What is the beauty of being part of a group? 

How do you find God in each? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for visiting St. Timothy’s sacred art collection. We hope that 

your time with these works of art has brought you into a place of 

meaningful encounter with our Creator and prayerful reflection on how 

Christ is calling you to respond to his invitation of love in your own life. 

Please return this booklet to the parish center lobby so others can use it to 

experience a self-guided tour of our art collection. 


