
 

February 20, 2022 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Readings for the week of February 20 
Monday:  Jas 3:13-18; Ps 8:9, 10, 15; Mk 9:14-29 
Tuesday:  (Chair of St. Peter, Apostle) I Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 16:13-29 
Wednesday:  (St. Polycarp) Jas 4:13-17; Ps 49:2-3, 6-7, 8-11; Mk 9:38-40 
Thursday:  Jas 5:1-6; Ps 49:14-20; Mk 9:41-50 
Friday:  Jas 5:9-12; Ps 103:1-4, 8-9, 11-12; Mk 10:1-12 
Saturday:  Jas 5:13-20; Ps 141:1-3, 8; Mk 10:13-16 
Sunday:  Sir 27:4-7; Ps 92:2-3, 13-16; I Cor 15:54-58; Lk 6:39-45 

Welcome to St. Tim’s! 

Daily Scripture Readings 

Visit St. Tim’s on YouTube at www.youtube.com/StTimothyChurchBlaineMN 

One of our longest serving staff members has retired. After over five 
decades of service to St. Timothy and the Church as musician and 
organist, Marianne Nold has retired. Marianne served by sharing the 
tremendous gift of music in our worship. If you have been to Mass at St 
Tim's anytime in the past half century you have benefited from 
Marianne's generous sharing of her talents. Many parishioners have also 
enjoyed piano lessons at the hand of Marianne. The gift of music is 
handed on the future generations by those who are dedicated to 
nurturing young and old alike in sharing the joy of making music. We 
wish Marianne and her husband George many blessings, and we offer our sincere 
prayers and deep gratitude upon Marianne's well-earned retirement.   

Marianne has written a lovely essay entitled “A View From the Bench” sharing some 
of her memories from her years on the organ and piano bench. Enjoy reading her 
reminiscences in this bulletin insert and visit our website for a longer reflection by 
Marianne about her years in music ministry. Join me in giving thanks for our strong 
tradition of worshiping God in song and for the many gifted musicians who 
generously share their gifts in our Church of St. Timothy community.  

A Message from Fr Joe Whalen  On Marianne Nold’s Retirement 

St. Kate’s is hosting a free online retreat 
on Saturday, February 26 from 9:00 to 
11:30 a.m. The retreat is part of the 
Initiative for Contemplative 
Discipleship. The retreat speaker is 
Lerita Coleman Brown who is a spiritual 
director, heart and kidney transplant 
recipient, and Professor Emerita of 
psychology (Agnes Scott College). 
Register online at stkate.edu/
spiritualityinpractice and contact Bill 
McDonough at 651.960.6072.   

Outside opportunities 



St. Tim’s is blessed with a strong musical tradition because 
we’ve always had leadership that appreciated its 
importance. Just think of all the music our parish has sung 
and enjoyed together. This is one accompanist’s 
reminiscence. 

In November of 1965, Father John Iacono invited our 
parishioners to form a choir for midnight Mass and an 
enthusiastic group of us turned out. At the first rehearsal, I 
took my place on the organ bench. Organists were heard but not seen then, so the 
organ was situated in what is now our tabernacle chapel. It was chilly in the winter, so 
I brought in a small heater to warm it up. One stormy Sunday morning, I had felt a 
fine sifting of snow filter down from the skylight above. 

Bishops at the Second Vatican Council had recently 
announced that our Latin Mass would now be celebrated in 
English. Those attending Mass were encouraged to “full, 
conscious, active participation” through responding aloud to 
the prayers and singing too – something only choirs had done 
in the past. With just an organ intro, everyone followed along 
in their hymnals. Brave folks who first sang from the pews 
inspired others to join in. 

After Christmas, the choir was 
eager to continue, so the parish hired a director. This 
fledgling choir was the foundation for the music tradition 
we enjoy today. Directors came and went, while choir 
members faithfully sang on, and the music program 
grew. Brass and string players joined us for Christmas 
and Easter. The guitars we take for granted now seemed 
a daring novelty in the 1970s when they first played for 
our “contemporary Mass.” Today, we have many cantors, 
six choirs, and multiple instrumental resources. 

When my husband, George, and I first joined St. Tim’s, the average age of 
parishioners was fourteen. Before long, more than a hundred weddings a year filled 
the calendar. Tenor Mike Brama and I were often kept busy with five ceremonies a 
weekend. We witnessed celebrations large and small, sometimes including a fainting 
attendant or antics of a young ringbearer or flower girl. 

My wedding job wasn’t limited to the keyboard. When a half-dozen tuxedo-ed young 
men arrived, each carrying a can of beer, I met them at the door to say this wouldn’t 
do. Father Pat Griffin once brought me a bowl of water and a towel in case someone 
should feel faint. I had no idea how this might help! And on just one occasion, no 
celebrant appeared. But three priests served us then, so a call to the rectory brought 
one over to preside. 

A View From the Bench 

By  Marianne Nold 

Our original sanctuary. 

One of our early choirs singing at 

 
Children’s choir at the 2004  



Sundays could bring surprises. Marty Haugen, our parish music director in the 1980s, 
liked to tell how, as I started an intro for the first song, he came running down the 
side aisle, shouting, “Wait, wait! Stop!” It was late, but he felt compelled to rehearse 
the psalm before Mass. We did that, then sang the gathering hymn, and Father Tom 
Commers greeted everyone, “Some liturgies go click-click-click, and some go squish-
squish-squish!” 

In 1996, one of our parishioners gave St. Tim’s a very 
generous donation to purchase the beautiful piano now in 
our sanctuary. I want to acknowledge that anonymous 
donor with a heartfelt thank you. It’s among the finest I’ve 
played, and I know all our accompanists appreciate this 
lovely instrument. 

The piano is a seven-foot grand and stands on wheels. At 
first, we used a rubber doorstop to stabilize it on the 

sanctuary floor. One Sunday, the choir sang a spirited piece 
that grew to huge crescendo, and at the fortissimo I suddenly realized the piano was 
slowly moving. No doorstop! My hands were full of notes, so I played on, leaving the 
bench behind. The drummer looked up just as the piano approached his head and 
quickly put a stop to its progress. Better brakes are now in place. 

When I first began playing here, funerals were very rare. 
Now that our parish has aged, they occur more often. 
Those of us who are sing and play at these liturgies hear 
inspiring eulogies and witness deeply felt grief, sometimes 
our own. We pray with you through music and are never 
untouched by your losses. 

All along, people in the pews make the efforts of singers 
and instrumentalists worthwhile. You are the constant – 
willing to go with the beat, to learn new music, ignore a 
missed note, embrace whatever the liturgy asks of you. We 
support your singing, but you in turn support us and make 
the music come alive as prayer. 

From First Communions and Confirmations to weddings and funerals, my place on 
the bench allowed me to be a part of your family milestones, and it was a privilege. 
Hearing you sing as I played was a joy and deepened my own faith, and I thank you 
for that. Seeing parish children grow into cantors, choir members, instrumentalists, 
and other roles gives me hope for the church’s future. Tradition says that when you 

sing, you pray twice. Covid rudely 
interrupted us, but it mustn’t stop 
us from making “a joyful noise 
unto the Lord.” Keep raising your 
voices, and share your talents, too 
– whatever they are. Our parish 
community needs you.  

  - Marianne Nold  

     Choir at the 2013 Easter vigil under the direction of Therese Jorgensen  

Musicians share music during 

Youth musicians share their gifts at the 

2021 Christmas Eve Mass.  



Catholic Services Appeal  
The Catholic Services Appeal Foundation 
provides support for ministries that serve 
the poor, support life, and strengthen the 
faith. Visit www.givecsaf.org to learn 
more. Contributions can be made online 
or by mailing a check to The Catholic 
Services Appeal Foundation, P.O. Box 
6488, Saint Paul, MN 55106. 

News and Updates  
Between Heaven and 
Mirth: Why Joy, 
Humor, and Laughter 
Are at the Heart of the 
Spiritual Life  
Fr James Martin, SJ 
explores the importance 
of humor in the spiritual 
life in our March book 
club selection. Order your 
own copy or check out the book from the 
Anoka County Library in either print or 
ebook format. The book club will meet on 
Zoom on Wednesday, March 2 at 8:00 
p.m. Contact Cindy Novak at 
cnovak@churchofsttimothy.com for the 
Zoom link. For more information on all 
our adult faith formation offerings, visit 
www.churchofsttimothy.com/adults.  

Ash Wednesday is March 2! 

Lent, the annual forty day journey of 
spiritual renewal, begins with Ash 
Wednesday on March 2. The liturgy 
schedule that day is as follows:  

• 9:00 a.m. Mass with ashes. This Mass 
will be livestreamed and will include 
ASL interpretation.  

• 12:00 noon Scripture Service with 
ashes. Ashes distributed in the circle 
drive off 89th Avenue after the service 

• 7:00 p.m. Mass with ashes 

Please note masks are required for these 
and all our liturgies at this time.  

“Ash and Dash” in the parking lot 
Wednesday, 
March 2 from 
4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
parishioner 
volunteers on the 
sidewalk between 
the parish office 
and the hospitality 
center will 
distribute packets of ashes for 
parishioners to take home. This “ash and 
dash” option, which we also offered last 
year, is for those who worship via 
streaming Mass. Along with ash packets, 
volunteers will distribute a handout with 
guidance on how to impose ashes on one 
another at home and instructions for 
disposal of the ashes when finished. 

Bring your blessed palm branches 
Do you have blessed palms at home? 
Blessed palms are sacramentals, and to 
honor this, they are to be disposed of by 
being buried or burned.  Please place them 
in the baskets in the parish center lobby, 
or in the baskets in the church during the 
weekends of February 20 and 27 and our 
staff will dispose of them appropriately.  

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StTimothyBlaine 

May they rest in peace 
We prayerfully remember Roger Avery, 
Anna Rafferty, Carol Skalicky  and all 
Church of St. Timothy parishioners who 
have passed away. May all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest 
in peace. May those who are grieving 
know God’s consoling presence.  

Men’s Club  
The men’s club will hold their monthly 
meeting on Monday, February 21 at 6:30 
p.m. in the hospitality center. Men of all 
ages from the parish are invited to join in 
fellowship. Refreshments will be served.  



Office hours: 

   Monday - Friday                       8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 

   Saturday          Closed 

   Sunday         8:00 a.m.—noon  

Weekend liturgy schedule  
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. (with American Sign Language  
interpretation)  Sunday: 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday evening livestreaming Mass: 5:00 pm 
 
Daily Mass: 9:00 a.m., Monday-Friday (unless there is a  
funeral. Daily Mass intentions are posted on the bulletin boards 
at all church entrances.) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Contact the parish office to 

make an appointment for the sacrament of reconciliation. 

Prayer requests:  Call 763.755.5027 or 763.757.3776.   
Communion for homebound: Contact Maggie Philbrook 

Baptisms: Parents must attend a pre-baptism class. Call the 

parish office for scheduling. 

Weddings: Arrangements must be made at least six months 

prior to the wedding. 

Parish Staff 

Pastor                     Fr. Joe Whalen 

Deacon     Tom Quayle 

Deacon/Marriage Ministry  Joe Frederick 

Stewardship/Development Director David Bach 

Middle/High School Faith Formation;  Youth Ministry  Rick Craig 

Administrative Assistant                                       Joy Heifort 

Receptionists                      Jill Hanson, Mary Kalk 

Bookkeeper    Libby Huebner 

Coordinator of Liturgical Music  Therese Jorgensen 

Communications Director   Rhonda Miska 

Director of Parish Faith Formation  Cindy Novak 

Pastoral Minister; Befrienders  Maggie Philbrook 

Coordinator for Children’s Ministries Kristen Raaen 

Maintenance Director   Barry Schuetzler 

Director of Liturgy and Music  Bill Steffl 

Director of Administration and Finance Cathy Sullivan 

Church of St. Timothy | 707 89th Ave NE Blaine MN 55434 | 763.784.1329 

Church of St. Timothy 

Phone 763.784.1329 Fax 763.784.0652 

All bulletins are available on our website: www.churchofsttimothy.com 

Mission Statement:  We are a progressive, welcoming Catholic community that values full participation in 

worship and community service. We commit to being a peace-loving, Eucharistic community providing 

integrated faith formation and applying gospel values to daily living. 


