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Vigil          December 31st   

5:15 pm     Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wood 

7:00 pm     Ariel Escobar (Sp) 

Sunday      January 1st New Year Day         

  8:00 am    Jordan & Shields Fam. 

  9:30 am    (St. Joseph’s) 

11:15 am    Jeanette DeVita 

  1:00 pm    Int. of Ofelia & Francisco Martínez (Sp) 

Monday     January 2nd (St. Basil) 

12:15 pm     

Tuesday     January 3rd (The Most Holy Name of Jesus) 

 12:15 pm   Robert Reich  

Wednesday January 4th (St. Elizabeth Ann)      

12:15 pm      Dennis Greenwald 

Thursday   January 5th (St. John Neumann)   

12:15 pm     Int. of Bianca Areana & unborn twins 

  7:00 pm      (Sp) 

Friday        January 6th (St. André Bessette)  

11:00 am   Holy Hour   

12:15 pm      

  7:00 pm     (Sp)   

Saturday   January 7th (St. Raymond of Peñafort)         

 8:30 pm      

Vigil          January 7th    

5:15 pm     Frances Falcone 

Sunday      January 8th (The Epiphany of The Lord)          

  8:00 am    Lance Tursi 

  9:30 am    (St. Joseph’s) 

11:15 am    Stanislawa Kapek 

  1:00 pm    Int. of Gloribel & Santos Jiménez (3rd Ann. Sp) 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Sundays      at 7:30 am      Rosary          (English) 

Mondays     at 7:00 pm     Holy Hour     (English) 

Thursdays   at 6:00 pm     Holy Hour     (Spanish) 

 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
Monday January 2nd  

1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
Tuesday January 3rd  

1 Jn 2:29-3:6; Jn 1:29-34 
Wednesday January 4th  

1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday January 5th  

1 Jn 3:11-21; Jn 1:43-51 
Friday January 6th   

1 Jn 5:5-13; Mk 1:7-11 
Saturday January 7th  

1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 2:1-11 
 

Five ways to increase your happiness. 

1. Free your heart from hate. 

2. Free your mind of distractions. 

3. Simplify your life. 

4. Give more and expect less. 

5. Love more and... shake off the dirt 

 

BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF SUNDAY READINGS 
 

First Reading: Numbers 6:22-27 

The Lord told Aaron to bestow his blessings on the              

Israelites. God wanted them to know that by invoking his 

name they would be blessed by him. 
 

Segunda Lectura: Gálatas 4:4-7 

Pablo describe cómo a través del nacimiento de Jesús, 

hemos sido librados de las leyes que exiliaban a los gentiles 

de la comunidad de Dios. Por medio de Jesús, los gentiles 

se convirtieron en hijos adoptivos de Dios y recibirían las 

mismas bendiciones prometidas a los judíos conversos. 
 

Ewangelia: Łukasza 2:16-21 

Pasterze udali się do Betlejem, aby zobaczyć Jezusa I      

natychmiast zrozumieli wszystko, co im o Nim       

powiedziano. Chwalili Boga za to, co widzieli, a Jezus      

otrzymał imię, które wybrał dla niego anioł 
 

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
By Rev. William J. Reilly 

     “The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. When 

they saw this, they made known the message that had been 

told them about the child. All who heard it were amazed by 

what had been told them by the shepherds. And Mary kept 

all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.” 

    Message from angels to Mary at Nazareth, to Joseph in a 

dream, and announcements in the sky. How special that the 

shepherds then looked for and found Jesus. I wonder who 

Luke was referring to when he said ‘all who heard it were 

amazed.’ As you read these words are you looking for       

Jesus, are you still touched by the nativity event? Are you, 

like Mary, reflecting and pondering upon this in your heart? 

A blessed new year. 
 

DONATION ENVELOPES 

The parish donation envelopes are going to be late again 

this year. For now, there are blank envelopes available by 

the church doors. Please take a few home to use until we 

receive the boxed sets. Be sure to put both your name & 

envelope number on it to help us to record your donations 

properly. We apologize for this inconvenience.  
 

SECOND COLLECTION 

There will be a second collection next weekend for the 

Catholic Communications Campaign and the support of 

Catholic University of America. Thank you for whatever 

you are able to give. 
 

PARISH SECRETARY POSITION 

Our Parish Secretary, Mayra, will be retiring in January. 

We are looking for someone to fill this position. Basic    

secretary/computer skills as well as fluency in both English 

and Spanish are required. If you are interested in being   

considered for this job, please speak to Fr. Bob. 
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Official website:  stpetersmonticello.org/calendar Home, About, etc. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR COMMUNITY: 

Salome Montoya, James William, Susanne, Jaime Vargas, 

Madelyne Grace Bolduc, Dilan Dominguez Chabla, Chris 

Schwarz, Candido Vera, Bianca Arena, Joseph Gurrieri,  

Mercedes Padilla, Steve Brighton, Marynel Gajunera,        

Abigail Cortes, Kasandra Mendoza, Moraima Cabral,             

Jeremias Reyna, Moises Curtis, Frank Citera, Barbara Ann, 

Janet Rojas, Therese Gregory-Slutsky, Victoria Hollifield, 

Robert Rothermel, Amanda May, Charles Schwamberger 

Enid Imperato, Jane Cuttita, María Vargas, Yolanda 

Gomez, Victor Hernández, Jr., Peggy Kennedy,  Catherine 

Domenick Filippone Gerard Hammel, LeAnn Lamberti, 

Gloria Panahon, Sarah Malavasic, Maureen Daley, Joel   

Rivera, Andrew Slusarski, George Matisko, Ana María 

Terrero, Nelly Rodriguez Brown, Kim Kroeger, Eulalia    

Jiménez, Jerry Cannon, Christine Mascara-Perillo, Michel 

Aptner, Carmen Iris Torres, Steven Slakovits, Martha      

Algaze, Nelson Rodriguez Luke Tursi, Marge Console, 

Wayne VanderMeulen, Michael Kennedy, Emmanuel     

Rodriguez and Wendy McCullough. “And the prayer of 

faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up” 

. James 5:15 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Christmas Season ends with the feast of the Baptism 

of Jesus on Monday, January 9th. We will be taking down 

the Christmas decorations on Tuesday, January 10th            

beginning at 6:00 pm. Please come and help us if you are 

able to do so. 
 

THE ELEPHANT AND THE ROPE 

One day a man walked past a camp of elephants. Looking 

closer, he was surprised to see that these mighty animals 

weren’t held in cages or kept in chains. 

The only thing stopping them from escaping was a thin 

rope tied from one of their legs to a simple pole in the 

ground. Confused as to why they didn’t use their strength 

to break the rope, he asked the trainer why they weren’t 

attempting to run away. 

To this the trainer replied, “As baby elephants, we use the 

same system. But, at that age, the rope is strong enough to 

stop them from escaping. They grow up like this, believing 

they can never break the rope, so even as adults they stay 

put.” 

In other words, these powerful, magnificent and intelligent 

elephants didn’t believe they could free themselves, so 

they never tried. 

Moral of the story: Our personal beliefs are powerful        

beyond measure and often dictate our outcomes. They can 

work for or against us. Identify your limiting beliefs so you 

can push against them. 
 

GOOD ADVICE 

What the New Year brings to you will depend a great deal 

on what you bring to the New Year. 

-Vern McLellan 

 

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS TO CONSIDER 

1)  Read the Bible more. And if you want to read the 

whole Bible in a year look up Fr. Mike Schmidt’s podcast 

that will help you to do just that. 

2) Get to know the Saints. There are plenty of books and 

websites that will give you some basic information on a lot 

of saints. If you find a saint that interests you, look for more 

information on him or her. 

3) Read something worthwhile. Do half an hour of       

spiritual reading a day or read a spiritual book each month 

or every other month. Whatever works for you. 

4) Commit to daily silent prayer. It doesn’t have to be a 

lot of time, but it should be consistent. Spend some quality 

time with God. Have a conversation. Talk to Him…and 

more importantly, listen. Start with 15 minutes a day, see if 

you can’t stretch it to 20 for Lent, then go from there. 

5) Increase your use of the Sacraments. Go to confession 

once a month, add one extra daily Mass each week, or 

spend more time praying in a church instead of just praying 

in traffic. 

6) Do a daily examen. More than just an examination of 

conscience, the examen invites us to see how God is    

working in our lives and how we’ve chosen to respond. 

Make a habit of spending 10 minutes each night                    

(or morning, or on your commute) walking through the  

previous 24 hours with the Lord. End by reflecting on the 

best part of the last day, the worst part, and what particular 

grace you want for the next day. 

7) Deepen your relationship with Mary. She was a huge 

part of Jesus’ life and should be in ours, as well. Say the 

rosary, read a book about her or learn some new Marian 

prayers. 

8) Volunteer. Find a worthwhile cause and donate some of 

your time there. 

9) Be Grateful. Consider the things that you should be 

thankful for, from God and other, and let them know. 

10) Forgive. Forgiveness is a choice, not a feeling. Make a 

resolution to forgive somebody for whom you’ve been   

harboring resentment. Pray for them and pray for yourself: 

“Father, I want to forgive ___. Please give me the grace to 

forgive him/her.” For most of us, a year of such actions will 

move the forgiveness from our will to our hearts. For the 

rest, it’s still a good start. 

  

THANK YOU 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make our celebration 

of Christmas so wonderful this year. Thank you to those 

who came to help decorate. Thank you to those who          

provided such beautiful music for our worship. Thank you 

to those who served as lectors and Eucharistic Ministers. 

Thank you to everyone who fought the frigid temperatures 

to make their way here so that we could celebrate the Birth 

of our Lord together. And thank you to those who couldn’t 

make it here, for whatever reason, but joined us in prayer 

in whatever way that they could. 

 

 


