
The “Little Church” Founded on 

Love. 

My friend, Paula Gillespie, and I were having 

coffee after mass at Sacred Heart in Newport in 

1978.  She asked, “How would you like to attend 

a Marriage Encounter Weekend?”  I responded, 

“What is that?” She told me that it is a weekend 

away from everything that allows a couple to 

become closer to each other and to God.  I 

quipped, “It isn’t possible for us, because we 

have a two-year-old.”  Paula said, “No problem.  

There are people who will watch your daughter 

for free, so you can attend the weekend.” 

I said, “Sign us up!” 

Now, for the back story, my husband Paul was re-inventing himself at Linn Benton 

Community College, and I was not able to talk to him or to see him until about 1 

hour before we had to leave for the Encounter Weekend.  We had been managing 

(not so well in our relationship) while he was going to school during the week, and 

I was at home in Newport, working full time with a two-year-old to care for.  Our 

relationship was suffering, and something needed to happen soon. 

When Paul got home from Albany that Friday, I told him of our plans for the 

weekend, and we were off, first delivering our daughter to a home of people we 

had never met and then to the place where the Marriage Encounter was 

happening.  So far, we were running on trust and on God guiding us, although we 

had no idea of God’s actual presence. 

During the weekend, we had lots of time to share our feelings and inner thoughts 

that were motivated from the talks being given by married couples and a priest.  

We learned that “God doesn’t make junk”, and that “Feelings are neither right nor 

wrong”.  We also were presented with the idea that the family is “a little church.” 

–a new concept to us.   



At the end of the weekend, we had found a new love for each other, and we 

understood that Jesus was an intimate part of our family life.  Now, we have been 

married for 53 years and always look back at that weekend when Jesus met us 

face to face.  He showed us how to choose to love forever, the most significant 

experience in our married lives.  Marriage Encounter describes the experience as 

“…a way to uncover the secrets to a lasting, supportive, transformational 

marriage.”  That certainly was our experience. Thank God! 

-Evelyn Brookhyser, May, 2021  


