
 
Reflections on My First Pentecost 

 

Hello, dear friends!  
 
My first Pentecost, what an interesting day! It's not only the day when the Holy 
Spirit descended upon the Holy Apostles, bringing the birth of the Universal 
Church, it's also the Feast of Shavuot, or the day that commemorates the single 
most important event in Israel’s history: the giving of the Torah (the first five 
books in the Hebrew Bible) to Moses at Mount Sinai; that, in itself, is amazing 
and only shows God had a plan for everything to the day! 
 
Since Pentecost can be what's considered the birthday of what we think of as 
the Church today, you can almost consider the days after like a new year. With 
that in mind, I want to issue a challenge or resolution keeping with the calendar 
year tradition we often celebrate. The challenge I have in mind has to do with 
one particular verse, which in it, I believe, resides all of the commandments 
given by God. The verse I have in mind is John 13:34: "I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. (NRSV-CI)". Even I fall short of this commandment 
when dealing with my neighbor. 
 
Please allow me to digress. I am currently in the process of having my upstairs 
family room remodeled to be used as an apartment for my younger brother. Now 
that he has retired, and since our father passed, we want to reconnect, and I 
want to bring him down to live closer. He will need a few years to save up so 
that he can either build or purchase something here on the coast, so I have 
opened up my home, rent-free, for my brother to stay. When I told this to other 
people, I was surprised at how much they are surprised by this act.  To me, 
there is no question; he is my brother, and he needs help. Because I can do so, 
I provide it without question, condition, or hesitation.  
 
Shouldn't that be the kind of brotherly and sisterly love we should have for one 
another? Jesus says love one another as I have loved you. That kind of love is 
endless, unquestioning, merciful, and sacrificing.  



 
I am challenging myself, and in turn, I would also like to challenge all of you, to 
strive to love your neighbors and your community with that much dedication. If 
your brother needs a hand, and you can do something about it, then do it 
without hesitation and free of expectations or judgment. That could mean 
donating to organizations like Catholic Community Services, or tithing just a bit 
more to help more locally, or even something as simple as mowing your 
neighbor's lawn or cleaning their gutters. I am sure we can all think of ways we 
might be able to help out a little more. 
 
I have already started my challenge, and I will continue to find ways to keep 
striving to help. I cut back a lot of my entertainment budget: no cable TV, no 
Hulu live, no ESPN +, and by doing so, I have been able to give sustaining 
monthly contributions to CCS. By doing so, I feel so much better about myself. 
So, maybe in a way, it's a tad selfish, but so many people these days are hurting 
and violently lashing out. I would rather show them Christ's love than my wrath.  
 
Oh, and Happy Birthday Church, you don't look a day over 1000!  
 
- Joshua Thaler 
 

 


