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I watch the news about Ukraine, and I’m heartbroken.  So many deaths of innocent people.  
The elderly, the children, the mothers and fathers taken from their families.  The country is 
being destroyed village by village.  City by city. It is horrifying. Innocent citizens are being 
tortured, raped, and killed by Putin’s war machine.  I am angry, and I don’t get angry easily. 
Sometimes, it overwhelms me.  Anger at the inhumanity of this war flows over me like an 
ocean tide. 
 
This is not God’s work.  God isn’t doing these horrific crimes, and God isn’t allowing it to 
happen.  This is evil, greed, and a thirst for power by an evil man.  Does the devil have a hand 
in it?  I believe he does. (Is the devil a “ he”?)  
 
I grew up in the 50’s/60’s.  I remember the beginning of the “Cold War,” and I always knew the 
threat was real.  The World had just put down the most heinous human in my lifetime, Hitler.  
United, the world declared this would never happen again.  But it has happened on a smaller 
scale throughout history before and after Hitler.  Bible times are filled with horrible leaders who 
fed people to the lions, beheaded people for the favor of a woman, and crucified an innocent 
man to please a crowd. However, World War II was a war my parents lived through.  They 
didn’t like to talk about it, but they would answer my questions as I learned about it in school. 

I felt the reality of the presence of evil that came to Earth and corrupted a man and the hearts of his followers.  
 
When I think of Hell, I think of Hitler and the Third Reich.  Many movies and TV series replayed the horror of that war.  I read Anne Frank’s diary.  I understood 
unquestionably that the world could never let that happen again.   
 

This title photo is of a mural depicting the Day of Reckoning showing Soviet and Nazi 
symbols and a man resembling President Vladimir Putin of Russia was painted at the 
entrance to the Church of St. Josaphat of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in 
Chervonohrad   



The Viet Nam war was a war full of atrocities.  Innocent people, including children, suffered.  I remember it well.  Americans were conflicted by that war.  Did the 
United States help or hurt?  I had students in the 80’s who had immigrated to the United States from Viet Nam during that war.  Families were separated.  Wealth 
was lost, homes destroyed. One of my student’s father was imprisoned for many years because he couldn’t escape when his family got out.  One of my students 
was separated from his family at age 8.  His family had an escape plan and he followed it.  He swam across a river.  When he was in the middle of the river, Viet 
Cong soldiers shot at him.  He played dead and floated until they moved on.  Eventually, he was reunited with his family in an immigration camp. How does man 
become so callous that they shoot at children swimming in a river.  The devil must have a part of that mindset. 
 
The reality is that my children, and generations following them, can’t really comprehend the magnitude of Hitler’s evil or the Viet Nahum war.  They compare it to 
9/11.  That incident is not comparable to Hitler.  It didn’t attempt to erase a race of people because of the way they worshiped God.  The intent of 9/11 was to 
shock, and it did, but it didn’t terrify.  Putin’s war isn’t intended to shock.  It is intended to eradicate an entire country of people who are simply in his way and have 
the resources he wants.  He doesn’t emphasize with the people of Ukraine any more than Hitler did when he opened the Death Camps.  The plan of Putin is to 
resurrect the Soviet Union.  That goal includes taking over more countries after Ukraine.  He intends to take away the freedom of millions of people.   
 
That angers me!  God gives us free will and we value that gift. How then, do men throughout history feel they have the right to take that freedom away? 
 
Why do I care? I care because I am a child of God and I have free will.  A blessing given to me by God.  No “man” no human, can take that away.  Can they? I 
think they can if we forget that we are in a war with Evil for the soul of humanity.  We are told that the war was won when 
Jesus died on the cross for our sins.  However, the battle continues for all of us throughout our lives.  We must choose Good 
for ourselves and others who depend on us.  
 
So, I get angry at evil, but I can channel that anger into actions that can help defeat evil.  I support Ukraine, and I pray for 
Putin to find the love and peace of Christ before it is too late for him.  Salvation is offered to all of us.  All we have to do is 
answer the call of Christ.  Eternity is a very long time to spend in Hell, Mr. Putin…. 
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