
Dearest sisters and brothers,
Peace and every blessing to each and every one of you.

What a month this has been! As recovery progresses, it is apparent that there is still
much to be done. It reminds me of the words of St. Francis just before his death.

"Let us begin, brothers, to serve the Lord God, for up to now we have made little or no
progress.“

It is a reminder to continue to hope: in God’s providence, in our brothers and sisters
and the angels that God sends our way, in our call to live our Baptismal promises
and serve one another.

In October, in lieu of a gathering, we will meet at St. Joseph’s Church in Port
Aransas on October 3rd at 7:oo pm for a prayer service commemorating the
Transitus of St. Francis. Feel free to invite your friends and family. Information
is available on the South Texas Catholic website:

https://southtexascatholic.com/events/transitus-of-st-francis 

“The evening of October 3, we, and Franciscans around the world, celebrate what we

call the Transitus. It is the remembrance of the death of St. Francis and his entrance
into eternal glory. St. Francis of Assisi had strived with all his being to be close to
Christ so, while it was hard for his followers to see him go, they also rejoiced to see his
happiness. So on the eve of his feast day, we current day followers of St. Francis tell
the story of how he died and honor this great disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

On October 4th, those who are able to, are invited to join us at the Texas A&M
University-Corpus Christi Newman Catholic Student Center for Mass at 12:15 pm
followed by lunch (lasagna & salad). We will be serving the students that attend
Mass that day and sharing a meal with them.

If you are interested in taking breakfast to Bayside some time in
October, please let me know. We are trying to make arrangements
to do this next month. Many of the folks in Bayside seldom have
hot meals and with all the work to be done, they need a hot breakfast.
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Calendar
October 3rd

Transitus Celebration 7 pm
St. Joseph Church
412 Lantana
Port Aransas TX 

October 4th

Mass & Lunch 12:15 pm 
TAMUCC Newman Center 
7002 Ocean Dr, Corpus 
Christi, TX 78412

October 14th

Fiesta Franciscana – Espada 
Mission in San Antonio.  See 
regional website for more 
information:
lostrescompaneros.org

November 4th

10 am – noon – Gathering
CC Cathedral Room #4

ADVENTS RETREATS –
Two Advent Retreats are
available in our area. More
information will be provided
in November.
December 2nd

Advent Retreat – McAllen
December 9th

Advent Retreat – San 
Antonio

Please Pray for:
 Belva Armstrong, ofs
 Felicitas Garcia, ofs
 Fr. Tran, OFM
 Our brothers & sisters 

affected by Hurricane 
Harvey

The Transitus specifically remembers the Poor Man of Assisi at his
holiness moment — the moment in which he met His God. It calls
together the friars, sisters, nuns and secular members of the
Franciscan family at which Francis might give us his one, last, perfect
lesson. In some of the earliest Franciscan documents, the saint's
reliance upon prayer and his community as he lay dying:

While he was staying in the palace of the Bishop of Assisi, blessed
Francis, realizing that he was getting sicker by the day, had himself
carried on a litter to the church of Saint Mary of the Portiuncula.
For he wished to give back his soul to God in that place where, as
has been said, he first knew the way of truth perfectly.
Although racked with sickness, blessed Francis praised God with
great fervor of spirit and joy of body and soul, and told him: "If I
am to die soon, call Brother Angelo and Brother Leo that they may
sing to me about Sister Death." Those brothers came to him, and,
with many tears, sang the Canticle of Brother Sun and the other
creatures of the Lord, which the Saint himself had composed in his
illness for the praise of the Lord and the consolation of his own soul
and that of others.

Bl. Jacqueline de Settesoli (1190–1273) one of Francis' lay followers,
was present for Francis' death as were many of his other closest
companions. He renamed her "Brother Jacoba" so that their visit
wouldn't cause scandal. He asked for the noblewoman to come and
bring him her almond cookies of which he was very fond. He wanted
one more taste of them as he believed death was a time to
celebrate. It signified that his long search for the Creator Who loved
him into existence would finally be over. "Brother" Jacoba, arrived
in Assisi with her two sons and a surprisingly large retinue to visit
Francis. She stayed with him until the very end. Francis of Assisi
died Saturday, October 3, 1226.

A tradition started among Franciscans to commemorate the
Transitus by preparing and sharing almond confections to call to
mind that Jacoba was a comfort to the saint in his final moments.

Contact us: 
conces@centurylink.net ofscctx@gmail.com patsysfo@att.net
Bob & Liz Conces, ofs Email address        Patsy Philipps, ofs
936-344-1353                                                               469-487-6981 
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Prayer for October 2017

The thought for October is Active Listening. When we hear, we hear with just the ears. When
we listen, we listen with the whole body – ears, eyes, heart, posture, mind – open and empty.

Many people wrongly assume that listening is a passive process of being silent while another
person speaks. We may even believe that we are good listeners, but what we are often doing is
listening selectively, making judgments about what is being said, and thinking of ways to end the
conversation or redirect the conversation in ways more pleasing to ourselves.

So when [Joseph and Mary] did not find Jesus, they returned to Jerusalem looking for him. Now
so it was that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers,
both listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were astonished at his
understanding and answers. [Luke 2:45-47]

The work of active listening takes place up in your head; requiring a disciplined effort to silence
all the internal conversation while attempting to listen to another human being. It requires a
sacrifice, an extension of oneself, to block out the noise and truly enter another person’s world
– even for a few minutes. Active listening is attempting to see things as the speaker sees them
and attempting to feel things as the speaker feels them. This identification with the speaker is
referred to as empathy and requires a great deal of effort.

Our Lord Jesus was an active listener, just as his mother. It took great discipline to listen to the
words of the angel Gabriel. Mary did not hear what she wanted to hear; she listened to the
words, asked a clarifying question, then gave her fiat – her yes to God. You must truly listen in
order to properly respond.

Psalm Fragment: “Oh, that My people would listen to Me, That Israel would walk in My ways!”
Psalm 81:13

Reflection Question: When was the last time you sat down in quiet and listened to God speak to
your heart?

This month: Be mindful about listening to the conversations you are engaged in – without
interrupting or distractions. Then, spend some quiet time actively listening to God in the
Scriptures.

Prayer for the Month: The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach
the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the
captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; To proclaim
the acceptable year of the Lord. [Luke 4:18-19]


