 “No priest comes to the altar by himself or for himself alone.”
Monsignor Aloys Conrad Gruber, upon his retirement after 44 years of priestly service to the Diocese of Stockton 

Seminarian Education Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

What is a seminarian? A seminarian is a man who is discerning the Lord's call to the ministerial Roman Catholic Priesthood. While the priesthood has many elements that make it like a job, it is ultimately a vocation: a calling from the Lord. There are several stages to becoming a priest. The first two involve contacting the Office of Vocations and meeting with a priest and others to share experiences and prayer. After a series of interviews, the young man enters a seminary to begin his priestly formation and theological studies. At this point he is called a seminarian. Six months to a year before ordination to the priesthood, the seminarian is ordained to the Transitional Diaconate (so named because the seminarian is in transition to the priesthood, and to differentiate from the Permanent Diaconate). The seminarian makes promises of celibacy and obedience to his Bishop. After much work, and a lot of prayers, the man is ordained to the Priesthood of Jesus Christ by receiving the Sacrament of Holy Orders. In all, it takes about the same amount of preparation to be a priest as any professional career, 5-7 years after college or 9 years after high school. 
What does it cost each year? It costs the Diocese over $35,000 each year for each of our seminarians. This includes room & board, tuition, books, medical insurance, and a small annual stipend. 
What does a priest do? Some of the daily tasks of a priest: 
· 
· Brings new members into Christ’s Body--the Church --through Baptism 
· Hears Confessions 
· Offers Mass daily and preaches the Gospel 
· Prepares the youth of the parish to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation 
· Assists in feeding the poor in his neighborhood 
· Prepares a couple for marriage 
· Listens to someone going through a difficult time and gives counsel 
· Visits the sick in the hospital, anointing them for healing
· Buries the dead Supervises parish staff 
· Works with parish & finance councils in overseeing the welfare of the parish 


Why should we support Seminarian Education? The priesthood speaks to every human need and where there is a human need, there is the Catholic priest. It is the priest who makes present Christ himself in the Eucharist through the daily offering of Holy Mass. It is the priest who leads men and women to God. The world needs priests, because ultimately the world needs Christ. It is not natural to be a priest…. it is supernatural. A man does not “decide” to become a priest. He is called by God as part of His plan. The road to becoming a priest is challenging, long, and expensive. It is important to support the young men who have heard the call from God. 
Aren’t we already paying for the seminarians when we give to the Bishop’s Ministry Appeal? Money collected during the Bishop’s Ministry Appeal that is allocated to the Office for Vocations only covers the salaries of the Director of Vocations and the Director of Formation of Seminarians, as well as some operating expenses. The costs to educate the seminarians are covered by generous donors, sponsors and diocesan income. 
What can I do? Pray for our seminarians. Encourage the young men in your life to consider the priesthood. Support the Diocesan Vocations Office and your parish Vocations Committee. Download the donation form to make a gift to support the Diocese of Stockton Seminarian Education.


