[substitution: Chapter 1]

The Synod of 2005 

        Addressing these challenges will engage leaders from among the whole People of God in the Diocese of Stockton: Bishop, priests, deacons, laity and religious, men and women, young people, all ethnic and language groups, in a synod in 2005. Sister Beverly Dunn, SP, the synod’s general secretary, envisions “us as a whole diocese working together.” The Synod Preparatory Commission is planning the gathering, which will generate a pastoral plan. It will identify what needs in parishes can best be served with diocesan resources, says Sister Barbara Thiella. A newly established Diocesan Pastoral Council will develop strategies for implementing the synod results. 

[substitution: Chapter 4]

Charismatic renewal

Charismatic renewal is traceable to the Church’s experience on the first Pentecost. In the 1970s and 1980s, charismatic prayer began to spread among both Spanish- and English-speaking Catholics. Two F.I.R.E. Rallies (Faith, Intercession, Repentance, Evangelization) sparked interest among English-speakers in the diocese. 

“It is a way of life,” says the Reverend Mr. Bill Brennan, “a style of spirituality which allows a person to experience the release of the power of the Holy Spirit in his or her life. It is a power that changes hearts and minds, perspectives, and even lives, sometimes in very dramatic ways.” 

Father Jose Domingo Ruiz, spiritual director of the Hispanic Catholic Charismatic Movement, tells of young people turning from drugs and alcohol when they experience the Holy Spirit, and of people drawn back to the Church by prayer and scripture.  

Deacon Brennan is the bishop’s liaison with the movement’s English sector, which sponsors Life in the Spirit and Growth in the Spirit seminars, conferences and speakers. Seven Northern California groups hold an annual convention. 

Seminars, courses, and first Saturday leadership programs prepare Spanish-speakers to evangelize. They give special attention to immigrants, who may feel disconnected from church communities at home. Special congresses draw together young people or married couples. The annual November Congress involves up to 2000 participants. Nuevo Pentecostes House at Five Corners hosts retreats. 

All charismatics are encouraged to minister in their parishes. The diocese counts seventeen identifiable charismatic prayer groups in English and thirty-two in Spanish. Presentation Parish is the nucleus out of which all English groups in the city of Stockton have grown. 

[sidebar – Chapter 5 Ministries: Please position near either Central Catholic High School or Catholic Charities.]  

Aileen Gallo 

Indispensable to church ministries is support from volunteers and contributors, who put time and treasure at the service of their values. 

Aileen Lowe Gallo of St. Stanislaus Parish represents community spirit and concern for others. 

This Manteca native’s vocation began with her marriage in 1933 to Julio Gallo, then motherhood (Robert, Sue and Philip). Her motto was “unity.” She supported her husband’s work in the family business, according to her daughter, Sue Coleman. The Gallos established the Julio Gallo Foundation, which helps local charities and arts. 

St. Stanislaus School opened in time for her youngest to attend, and the Gallos were generous supporters, as they were for Central Catholic High School, attended by her sixteen grandchildren. 

Compassion motivated her to assist the homeless and handicapped. Through her daughter-in-law, Marie Gallo, she became involved with Catholic Charities. She led Modesto’s Garden Club in widespread beautification projects and plantings. After her death in 1999, the Club honored her with a flower “clock” dedicated in her memory. 

[substitution: Chapter 7]

Laotians: Embracing faith
In the spring of 1980, seventy-eight Laotian refugees were baptized at St. Luke’s Parish, Stockton. Why St. Luke’s? The pastor, Father Francis Prendergast, noticed some of the new arrivals at Mass. He learned that a group of seven had walked for four miles, some of them without shoes, to attend Mass. He drove them home.

“I used to go all the way out to Hammer Lane every Sunday morning, and the Laotians would pile into the car and we would come back to St. Luke’s for Mass, then I would take them all back again,” remembers Fr. Prendergast. “One Sunday I counted sixteen in the car. That Sunday I got the other two priests in the parish to help me take them home. By the next Sunday I had obtained permission from the Bishop to say Mass in the home of sixteen-year-old Vact Santikham, who had received instruction in a refugee camp.”

Santikham took on the task of instructing the group. He worked with a man named Mugda preparing the Laotians for Baptism.

The next year, a further group sought instruction in the faith. “They would sing and answer prayers in Laotian. I would hold up fingers to indicate which passage was the proper one. Of thirty-five persons attending Mass, only five or six were Catholic. I said, ‘Dear Lord, this is all in your hands,’ and I received all thirty-five into the Catholic Church in 1981,” recalls Fr. Prendergast with enthusiasm. 

Soon Father Joseph Vinh came to the diocese to minister to the new congregation.
