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Introduction

The Diocese of Stockton celebrates its fortieth anniversary as a young diocese with a long history. It marks this milestone on the threshold of the third Christian millennium. 

This local Church in the northern part of the Central San Joaquin Valley strives to live its baptismal vocation to become ever more fully “One in Christ” (Galatians 3:28). Four decades have brought growth and suffering. This local Church shaped its identity after the Second Vatican Council. It has developed in an era of participation and collaboration by all the baptized in liturgy and leadership. It has matured in tumultuous times, deeply engaged in society. 


Under the pastoral leadership of the Most Reverend Stephen E. Blaire, the Diocese of Stockton looks forward. A synod planned for 2005 will set the direction for a new moment in the life of the People of God. 


This history takes readers from the earliest Catholic presence in the Valley through the foundation of the diocese and follows several threads of Church life into the present, through the episcopacies of 

· Most Reverend Hugh A. Donohoe (1962-1969), 

· Most Reverend Merlin J. Guillfoyle (1969-1979),

· Most Reverend Roger M. Mahony (1980-1985),

· Most Reverend Donald W. Montrose (1986-1998),

· Most Reverend Stephen E. Blaire (1999-present).

These pages invite readers to glimpse the past, meet people who have nurtured the life of faith and take fresh inspiration for their own role in shaping the Church of the future.   

