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TO THE PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE
“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be seasoned?  You are the light of the world.  A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden.  Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.” 


Matthew 5;13-14,16
The future of the Church in the Diocese of Stockton 
depends on the active participation of its priests, religious and laity
in the implementation of this plan.
A Catholic vocation is a calling, a gift, and a responsibility.  By virtue of our Baptism and Confirmation into the Church, each of us is called to be disciples of the Lord and servants of the Kingdom.  The purpose of this pastoral plan is to establish a culture of vocations in which every member of the Church, married, single, priests, and religious, recognizes their primary call to serve Christ.   
In a particular way, this plan focuses on the need to increase vocations to the priesthood and religious life.    We are committed to implement in the Diocese of Stockton a plan of prayer, awareness, discernment, recruitment and invitation to ensure there will be enough priests and religious to minister to the faithful in generations to come
I.    PRAYER


As the Diocese of Stockton, we are committed to:



ORGANIZE A CAMPAIGN OF PRAYER.

 Goal:  Organize a diocesan campaign of prayer in every parish, diocesan school,    youth group, and on college and university campuses.
II.   AWARENESS


As the Diocese of Stockton, we are committed to:
ESTABLISH A CULTURE OF VOCATIONS
IN EVERY DIOCESAN PARISH AND SCHOOL

Goal: Implement an on-going plan that addresses the need for priestly

          vocations from every parish in the Diocese of Stockton. 
III.   RECRUITMENT AND INVITATION


As the Diocese of Stockton, we are committed to:
TRAIN AND COMMISSION PRIESTS
TO BE RECRUITERS AND INVITERS

Goal: Train and commission priests and seminarians to recognize those qualities           in men and women necessary to be effective priests and religious.
IV.   DISCERNMENT

As the Diocese of Stockton, we are committed to:

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
TO MAKE INFORMED CHOICES REGARDING 
THE PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE

Goal: Identify young men and women who have the spiritual and leadership qualities required for service in the Church as priests and religious. 
The Office of Vocations is most appreciative for the dedication and support of those organizations that have vocations at the heart of their charism: The Knights of Columbus, the Serra Club, the Young Men’s Institute, the Young Ladies Institute, and the Italian Catholic Federation.  Their continuing support is invaluable to the work and success of priestly and religious vocations in the Diocese of Stockton.
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