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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Many of you might not be aware that the month of August is dedicated to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. In this month, our attention is drawn to two dates in which 
we honor the Blessed Virgin Mary. The first is the Solemnity of the Assumption, August 
15, a holy day of obligation, and the second is the Feast of the Queenship of Mary, August 
22.  
 
The Church teaches that Our Lady was assumed into heaven, body and soul, and now sits 
on the right hand of her Son, as Queen Mother. As the Queen of Heaven and Earth, we 
turn asking her, as our intercessor, to pray to God that he will grant us peace in our day as 
we experience the ongoing crisis between Russia and the Ukraine, not to mention the 
tension between the United States, China and Taiwan, and the ever-increasing threat and 
unpredictability of Iran. All of this has created a very perilous and uncertain state of 
affairs.  
 
Currently, and repeatedly, we are hearing the warning that if the present situations in the 
world should suddenly escalate, there is a real threat of the possibility of the exchange of 
nuclear weapons. One cannot imagine, nor fathom, the scenario of such a reality! This 
urges all of us to become more aware that the confrontation between the civilization of 
love, life and light and the civilization of hate, death and darkness is intensifying day by 
day. We must continue to pray for peace in our world and work for the disarmament of 
nuclear weapons.  
 
We, as the human race should be concerned that the present stockpile of nuclear 
weapons is being held in the hands of, not only, our present world leaders, but will be 
placed in the hands of future leaders, and even the possibility in the unpredictable 
possession of terrorists. The possibility of nuclear annihilation would be the ultimate 
diabolical plan of the Enemy in attempting to destroy all human life. This is the 
ultimate life issue. That is why, as disciples of the Lord of Life, we must be concerned 
about this sword of Damocles that hangs over all of us. We must take to heart the 
sobering words found in I Thessalonians 5:3 -  
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“Just when people are saying, ‘Peace and security,’ ruin will fall on them with the 
suddenness of a woman in labor, and there will be no escape.” 
 
Recently, the Archbishop of Santa Fe, Most Reverend John C. Wester published a pastoral 
letter entitled- Living in the Light of Christ’s Peace: A Conversation Toward Nuclear 
Disarmament. In his pastoral letter, the Archbishop remains us: “The Catholic Church has 
a long history of speaking out against nuclear weapons. The Vatican was the first nation 
on earth to sign and ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.” In his 
pastoral letter, Archbishop Wester invites all to “take up the challenge of nuclear 
disarmament by engaging the vital conversation that will lead to concrete action steps 
toward this goal.”  
 
During this month of August, as we acknowledge Our Lady on the 15th and 22nd, let us 
also remember two other dates that commemorate the somber anniversary of the atomic 
bombings and destruction of the cities of Hiroshima, Aug. 6, and Nagasaki, Aug. 9, in 
1945. These powerful explosions of light, that appeared more brilliant than the sun, 
enveloped and consumed everything in a fiery holocaust resulting in total devastation 
and great loss of life. In Hiroshima, an estimated 80,000 were instantly killed. Later, the 
death toll was raised to 140,000! In Nagasaki, an estimated 40,000 lives were lost in that 
catastrophic moment. Later, the number of casualties was raised to an estimated 74,000! 
Let us pray for peace. Let us choose a culture of life and not death.  
 
As Archbishop Wester reminds us of Pope Francis’ reflections on the Gospels where he 
often highlights the nonviolent Jesus and the themes of “blessed are the peacemakers” 
and “love your enemies,” we see that His Holiness is calling on us to practice Gospel 
nonviolence. So we, as the disciples of the Prince of Peace, are called and challenged to 
create a culture of peace and non-violence - now!  
 
Let us never forget, especially as we find ourselves in this present environment of 
uncertainty: a nation, a people, who repent and embrace the grace and mercy of God will 
have hope and a future. But a nation, a people, who deny God and reject the gift of grace 
and mercy, and who remain immersed in their sin, unrepentant, will experience a 
hopeless future. We don’t know the future, but we do know life, and world conditions, 
can “turn on a dime.” In the midst of it all, Jesus reminds us, as we wait for his coming: 
“Stay awake and be ready!” “You also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not 
expect, the Son of Man will come.”  
 
So, let us educate ourselves on the Church’s teaching and position on: war; the cost of the 
funding, manufacturing and the stockpiling of nuclear weapons; the topic of deterrence 
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and the issue of morality in considering the possible use of nuclear weapons; supporting 
the cause for nuclear disarmament; and how we can be formed as disciples of peace - 
true peacemakers. 
 
During her appearance in Fátima, Portugal, on May 13, 1917, Our Lady was depicted as 
being surrounded by, and radiating, a most peaceful and glorious light. She was described 
as appearing more brilliant than the sun - quite different than those devastating events of 
1945! 
 
May she, Our Lady of Peace, be our comfort and refuge in these most challenging times. 
May she lead us to Jesus, true Light and true Peace!  
 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us. 
Our Lady of Fátima, pray for us. 
Our Lady, Queen of Peace, pray for us. 
 
 
In the peace of Christ, 
 

 
Bishop Cotta  
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