Happy Monday to all,
On this date, August 3, in 2015, U.S. President Barack Obama and the EPA unveiled the final Clean Power Plan to cut carbon dioxide emissions from power plants by 32% below 2005 levels by 2030. The president proposed achieving this through increases in renewable energy such as facilitating wind and solar power generation across all states.
In addition to lowering average household energy bills, the Plan sought to address public health concerns by preventing thousands of premature deaths and tens of thousands of childhood asthma attacks annually.
However, in March of 2017, President Donald Trump dismantled the 2015 Clean Power Plan by signing a comprehensive executive order directing the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to review, suspend, and replace the rule. His administration subsequently substituted it with the weaker Affordable Clean Energy (ACE) rule.  ACE instructed the EPA to halt the implementation of carbon emission limits on existing power plants. It also lifted a temporary ban on new coal-mining leases on federal public lands. Independent public health experts and numerous scientific studies strongly oppose the administration's actions, noting that heat waves, poor air quality, and severe weather tied to climate change measurably increase illness and death. 
Catholic Social Teaching (CST) strongly aligns with the goals of the Obama-era Clean Power Plan through the key principles of care for creation, the common good, and preferential option for the poor. https://www.usccb.org/resources/Seven%20Themes%20of%20CST%20Two-Page%20Resource.pdf Grounded heavily in Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si', Church teaching frames the focused reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, and reliance on fossil fuels, as a moral duty to safeguard the earth. Laudato Si has much to say on climate change, emphasizing the “urgent need to develop policies so that, in the next few years, the emission of carbon dioxide and other highly polluting gases can be drastically reduced.”
The magnificence of nature is apparent in California in ways unseen in many other places. Oceans, lakes, and rivers- forests, deserts, and lush valleys-redwood forests covering vast mountainous regions, all provide beauty, inner peace, and inspiration.  Yet we continue to see red flags signaling environmental devastation and a lack of concern for God’s gift of love provided through nature.  Damage to our environment is hurting people, animals and ecosystems, making pollution reduction a matter of basic human justice. 
While Catholic Charities USA partners nationally on creation care and poverty-related health hazards, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Stockton in California is one of very few, if not the only, local Catholic Charities organization offering services specific to environmental justice issues. Since 2005 the Environmental Justice Project of Catholic Charities (Stockton) has used its unique Catholic voice to improve air quality, lower carbon emissions, advocate for sustainable community growth and reduce the impacts of climate change in the San Joaquin Valley. We work in marginalized and at-risk neighborhoods of the diocese — places that carry an outsized share of pollution, flooding risk, and disinvestment.
Rooted in the call to care for our common home, we pair advocacy with on-the-ground community projects so that the people most affected lead the work and share in its benefits. We partner with various Community Coalitions for funding, technical expertise, and exchanging strategies and best practices both regionally and statewide. We work closely with parishes in the Stockton Diocese and other local faith communities to provide workshops and other resources on how to better care for creation. This includes how to switch to solar energy, local concerns about fracking, nature journaling, issue-specific study guides, and much more.
Our Environmental Justice (EJ) program is the perfect union of love of neighbor coupled with love of God’s creation visible in our environment. We invite all interested in our EJ program to contact us . We are always in need of financial support, volunteers, and individual involvement in EJ at home and in our workplaces. 
Visit us at : 804 N Hunter St, Stockton, CA 95202
Call at 209-396-6934
Email: ej@ccstockton.org 
Blessings- Deacon Mike


