Happy Monday to all,
On this date one year ago, August 10, 2025, Sean Dunn confronted Customs and Border Protection agents patrolling the streets of Washington, D.C. and threw a submarine sandwich at one of the officers. Captured on video, it went viral. The images of Dunn became a symbol of resistance. Murals started popping up on walls depicting a man throwing a sandwich. 
Dunn was arrested on charges of assaulting, resisting, opposing, impeding, intimidating and interfering with a federal officer. After several hours of deliberations, a Washington DC federal jury found Dunn “not guilty”.
The Church teaches that all authority derives from God. Citizens generally have a moral duty to respect and obey the law and promote the common good. However,  the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that an unjust law (one contrary to human reason or the divine moral order) is "not binding in conscience".  When a civil law commands an intrinsic evil—such as participating in abortion, unjust discrimination, or attacks on human dignity—a Christian has a strict duty to disobey. 
Catholic theology and statements from various bishops' conferences (including The United States Confersnce of Catholic Bishops-USCCB) outline strict criteria before a Catholic can engage in active civil disobedience. The law or policy being protested must be gravely and objectively unjust (e.g., violating basic human rights or divine law) and all peaceful, legal, and conventional means of changing the policy must have been exhausted or proved ineffective. Resistance must never use violent force, cause disproportionate chaos, or infringe upon the essential rights of others. 
Pope Francis, a supporter of the faithful exercising informed consciences once said, “the future of humanity does not lie solely in the hands of great leaders, the great powers and the elites. It is fundamentally in the hands of peoples and in their ability to organize.”  (World Meeting of Popular Movements, 2015)
Locally, Catholic priests, religious sisters, Deacons, laity, and interfaith activists have a long history of peaceful civil disobedience and even arrests. The most controversial local site is at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory in California, one of two locations where all U.S. nuclear weapons are designed. 
Additionally, in Modesto in February 2017, the Vatican-established World Meeting of Popular Movements addressed the “economy of exclusion and inequality” by advocating for structural changes that promote social, economic and racial justice. The event brought together hundreds of grassroots leaders (including then Bishop Stephen Blaire, Fr. Misael Avila, and myself) with representatives from the Vatican, international grassroots groups, and U.S. Bishops.
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Stockton continues to actively participate in local and regional social justice gatherings and sits on faith-based panels, focusing on core community issues like environmental justice, immigration rights, and support for vulnerable populations. Catholic Charities encourages all people to read “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship”  a teaching document of the U.S. Catholic bishops on the political responsibility of Catholics. It guides Catholics in forming their consciences using Catholic social teaching on important issues, to contribute to civil and respectful public dialogue, and to shape political choices in light of Catholic teaching. https://www.usccb.org/resources/forming-consciences-faithful-citizenship-pdf 
An act faithful to a well-formed conscience. consistent with justice and performed to bring about change in an unjust law or policy, can often result in positive social change. Voting is considered to be such an act. With your active involvement and financial support, Catholic Charities will continue to advocate for the poor, the marginalized, and the voiceless.
FYI-at this point… submarine sandwiches are not part of our advocacy protocol.
Blessings
Deacon Mike
