Happy Monday to all,
On this date 25 years ago, a historic National Prayer Service for the victims of the September 11 attacks was held at the Washington National Cathedral. It was attended by former presidents, Bill Clinton, Jimmy Carter, and Gerald Ford, as well as President George W. Bush who delivered a defining address.
The service brought together Christian, Jewish, and Islamic religious leaders, calling for national solidarity across different faiths and backgrounds, warning against displaced anger and Islamophobia while honoring the selflessness of first responders and everyday heroes.
Although the United States has learned vital lessons in national security and intelligence organization, some of our national reactions are now under scrutiny for their role in facilitating the demonization of specific groups of people residing in the U.S. 
On 9/11/2001, I was on a plane, sitting on the tarmac ready for take-off. Suddenly the plane taxied back to the terminal, and we were asked to deboard …no explanation was provided. The TVs in the terminal were all tuned to the news of the twin towers and monitors reflected that all flights were cancelled. Our nation was under attack, 2 iconic structures were destroyed, and thousands were presumed to be victims. 
Within days, people came together in an extraordinary show of unity. U.S. flags appeared on homes, businesses and freeway overpasses. Democrats and Republicans stood together. Strangers hugged.  We were of one mind in viewing our country as a force for good. Regardless of political affiliation, race, country of origin, religion or social status, a person could be a patriot and still care about hate and injustice at the same time. 
I am not sure when the change took place, it was very insidious. It became quite apparent on Oct. 7, 2023, as Hamas terrorists murdered, kidnapped and brutalized civilians in Israel.  I expected to see the same unity in people that was seen on 9/11/2001. Instead, we witnessed leaders, neighbors and even family members rationalize terrorism and political violence. Universities were reluctant to take a stand against bullying and racism on their campuses. States, counties and cities were divided as “sanctuary or non-sanctuary” and being of the wrong skin tone or speaking with the wrong accent became potentially life and liberty threatening traits. 
From a Catholic Social Teaching perspective, the long-term impact of September 11, 2001, on U.S. society focuses on human dignity, just war theory, the erosion of civil liberties, and the necessity of interreligious dialogue. Without adherence to these principles, Catholic Bishops, leaders, and organizations warn of a negative impact to the global common good.
St. John Paul II and the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) cautioned that while the U.S. has a legitimate right to self-defense, a military response must strictly adhere to the traditional moral frameworks of proportionality and civilian immunity. They urged addressing the root causes of terrorism rather than spending more on military activities.
Of deep concern is the persistent culture of distrust, racism, and entrenched discrimination. The USCCB expressed early concern that national security policies would be used to unjustly restrict legal immigration and turn away refugees fleeing the very terror the U.S. was fighting. 
Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore stated, “Let no one believe that terrorism or violence can ever resolve injustice. Instead, let each of us ask whether we are actively fostering a more peaceful world or fueling division within our own spheres of influence.” 
Twenty-five years ago, Americans promised each other that we would never forget the attack. Let us also not forget that which pre-existed the attack and the post attack unity and solidarity that truly reflects who we are called to be by God. 
Blessings to all,
Deacon Mike

