Happy Monday to all,
On this date, September 21 of 1922, U.S. President Warren G. Harding signed the Lodge–Fish Resolution, a joint congressional resolution officially favoring the establishment of a national home for the Jewish people in Palestine. It formally endorsed the ideals of Britain's 1917 Balfour Declaration, putting the United States on record in support of Zionist aspirations for a homeland of their own. 
Despite unanimous congressional approval, the State Department opposed the move, fearing diplomatic complications in the Middle East. Their fears were valid…  Over one hundred years after the Lodge-Fish Resolution, Jewish and non-Jewish Americans alike continue to debate America’s relationship with the Zionist movement and the Jewish state.
Only two weeks ago, English singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran was forced by his concert tour company and the tour’s financial backers, to remove rapper Macklemore as a supporting act from Sheeran's Loop Tour.  Macklemore made onstage speeches, showed background videos of the Palestinian devastation, and yelled out, "Free Palestine" statements during two performances in New Jersey. 
New England Patriots owner Robert Kraft called Sheeran and told him during a 40-minute conversation that he, along with fellow NFL team owners, considered Macklemore's comments to be hate speech and would cancel shows at their venues were Macklemore to stay on the tour. On September 14, Messina Touring Group announced that Macklemore would no longer perform on the remaining U.S. dates, stating that several venues had refused to allow concerts to proceed with him on the lineup.
It is common that, when controversial social justice issues become high profile media issues – particularly during political election periods—I receive inquiries asking about Catholic Social Teaching (CST) and the Church’s perspective on these topics. With the current problematic relationship between the U.S, Israel, and the State of Palestine (which includes the West Bank-including East Jerusalem- and the Gaza Strip), it is no surprise many people seek guidance based on Church teachings. 
The Catholic Church supports a two-state solution, advocates for negotiated peace, and calls for the protection of human rights and inherent dignity of all people on all sides of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
The Holy See maintains diplomatic relations with both Israel and recognizes the State of Palestine, addressing both through standard international diplomacy. The Vatican supports internationally recognized borders based on pre-1967 lines, allowing both Israelis and Palestinians to live in independent sovereign states.
The Church advocates for an internationally guaranteed special status for Jerusalem to protect its holy sites and ensure free access for Christians, Jews, and Muslims. Most importantly, especially in terms of the effect the conflict is having on innocents residing in both Palestine and Israel, is the guidance that CST provides regarding war, violence, and human atrocities occurring between nations. 
Catholic teaching holds that nations have a right to self-defense, but military conduct must strictly protect non-combatants, follow international humanitarian law, and avoid collective punishment. The Church consistently condemns acts of terrorism by groups like Hamas as well as military atrocities and human-rights violations performed by Israel that cause severe civilian suffering, injury and death and forced displacement. 
CST emphasizes a preferential option for the poor and the protection of innocent people caught in blockades and military zones. Catholic agencies like Caritas and Catholic Relief Services, often risk their personal safety to deliver vital aid, food, and medical supplies to displaced people in the region.
At the end of the day, it can be tempting to just turn away from the ever more disturbing images and the stress of constantly hearing terrible news. Tempting to place blame rather than participate in activities designed to address the complexities of the situation affecting both countries. However, C.S.T. requires us to be present to painful realities. Israel-Palestine is not “too complex” or “too far away” for us to take action. As Catholics, we are called to speak prophetically, and to push our leaders—especially those who share our faith—to act justly. 
Ultimately, it is up to each of us to prayerfully discern the individual contributions we can make. Collectively we can make a huge difference if we each do our part to support a just peace in Israel and Palestine.
Blessings to all,
Deacon Mike
