
Dear Members and Friends of St. Benedict’s Catholic Church in Terre Haute,

We’re back!

� at simple message is our parish’s “theme song” for 2023. Sometimes it seems like the pandemic is ancient history now. 
Yet we just need to look around – at home, at work, at school, at church – to see reminders of how things have changed.

A few years ago, we asked you to “give up Mass for Lent” as we shut things down for the sake of public safety. When 
we fi nally opened things up again, it was slowly, timidly, with so many uncertainties. Even as we enter 2023, we are still 
debating just when – and if – to drop the last health restrictions imposed in 2020.

And yet we found new ways to stay close to God and to one another these last several years. We found new ways 
to engage with our life of faith. Christ is still with us, and we are still His Body on earth. I feel so honored to serve St. 
Benedict’s Parish, and I am proud of our people. Even in the darkest days, we found a way to help so many people, to 
change so many lives. � ank you!

I invite you now actively to join in our rebuilding program called We’re Back! In this mailing, you will fi nd a brochure, a 
commitment card and an envelope.

� is is not a fundraising campaign, although it is a “campaign”. It is a campaign fi rst and foremost to encourage individual 
Catholics to ask themselves, “Is now the time to come back to church?” We each have many reasons for doing what we 
do. Each person must make his or her own decision, and as pastor I fully respect each parishioner’s decision. Yet I want to 
encourage each and every person to think about it and make a conscious decision. Am I ready? If not, when might I be? 
� at’s the fi rst part of the commitment card.

At the same time, the parish needs help reaching out to people. � e parish staff , the Franciscan friars, the pastoral 
council and our many volunteers – we’re trying hard to get the word out that parish life has started up again. So, my 
second question to you is, can you pass this message on to other Catholics you know? And how can you be a part of the 
rebuilding? � at’s the second part of the card.

And fi nally – there is the section of the card that talks about “I want to renew my Sunday Off ertory commitment …”. 
� at sounds like fundraising to me! It is not a new or special fundraising program. � e basic Sunday collection is always 
the bedrock of parish support. I ask you to think about, how do I want to contribute? Weekly, monthly, annually, once 
in a while? What works best for me? Do I want to use old fashioned paper envelopes? Would I prefer to set up an online 
giving account? (In either case, you get an envelope number so we can send you receipts.) Perhaps you’ve never gotten 
parish envelopes – might now be a good time to start?

I invite you, therefore, actively to join in our reopening program called We’re Back! Please read 
the enclose brochure and prayerfully consider how you and your family can help St. Benedict’s 
Parish to serve the present and build the future. Together. We’re back!

Peace and all good,

Fr. Bob Showers OFM Conv., pastor
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Fulfi lling your New 
Commitment

� ree simple and secure ways to do so:

Making your 
Commitment

Fill out the enclosed Commitment Card and 
bring it to Mass next weekend

or
scan this QR code with your smartphone to 

fi ll out your Commitment Card online.

Sign up for Online Giving or update 
your current online gift amount at 

www.stbenedictth.org/donate

Use your off ering envelope 
and bring it to Mass each 

Sunday or mail it to the parish offi  ce.

Explore using tax advantaged 
charitable gifts such as IRA 

Distributions, Gifts of Stock, or 
remembering the parish in your 
will.  Contact the parish offi  ce at 

812-232-8421



460
families in our parish

9
First Holy

Communions

10
Confi rmations

46
children in religious 

education

2
RCIA candidates 

and catechumens

11
teens serve in the 

Youth Ministry 
Program

405
Masses celebrated in our 

church each year

860
Communion visits to 
the homebound and 

hospitals

135
parishioners serving in 

liturgical ministries

First Holy
Communions

RCIA candidates 
and catechumens

Communion visits to 
the homebound and 

https://stbenedictth.fl ocknote.com
YouTube @st.benedictcatholicchurcht3489

Facebook facebook.com/StBenedictChurch
Twitter @stbens

Website www.stbenedictth.org

Follow Us on Social Media!

� e Lord sends us forth to share His 
love with all.  � rough our many 
ministries and our service and social 
outreach programs, we serve those 
most in need, sharing His love in 
action.

As a parish, we are called to build 
up a community of love, welcome 
the stranger, and worship in joy and 
gratitude.  United in God’s love, we are 
a visible sign of the body of Christ and 
together we do great things.

� e Church’s mission is to proclaim 
the Good News of Jesus Christ, 
leading others to encounter and grow 
in His love.  Nourished by prayer and 
the sacraments, we are journeying on 
the path of missionary discipleship.
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funerals

30
greeters welcoming 

parishioners and guests

650
received Laundry 
Service Assistance

605
breakfasts prepared and 

served by the Secular 
Franciscans Saturday 

Breakfasts 

35
parish families received 

assistance through 
the St. Benedict Parish 

Family Fund

12
funeral lunches 

prepared and served 
by the Parish Life 

Committee

335
items donated to the 

Catholic Charities 
Christmas Store 

21,516
lunches prepared and served in the 

St. Benedict Soup Kitchen

32
lectors proclaiming 

the Word

5
Baptisms

Financial Snapshot:
2021/2022 Fiscal Year

Operating Expenses

Operating Income

Salaries & Benefi ts $319,486.00
General Operating Expense $227,049.00
Ministries & Programs Expense $14,083.00
Facilities Expense $77,462.00

Total Operating Expense $638,080.00

Net Operating Surplus/(Defi cit) -$24,513.00

Off ertory $490,621.00
Ministries & Programs Income $106,411.00
Other Operating Income $16,535.00

Total Operating Income $613,567.00

OffertoryOffertory
80%80%

Ministries & Ministries & 
Programs Programs 
IncomeIncome

17%17%

Other Operating 
Income

3%

Salaries & BenefitsSalaries & Benefits
50%50%

General Operating General Operating 
ExpenseExpense

36%36%

Ministries & Programs Expense
2% Facilities Expense

12%


